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Minutes of Naas Municipal District 

held at 2:00pm on Tuesday 17 May 2016 

in the Council Chamber, Áras Chill Dara, Naas. 

 

 

Members Present: Councillor F Brett (Deputy Mayor), Councillors A Breen,   

B Hillis, C Kelly, S Moore, S O’Neill, R Power and D Scully  

 

 

Apologies:  Councillor D Callaghan 

 

Present:                  Ms S Kavanagh (District Manager),  Mr T McDonnell (Director of 

Services), Mr D Reel (Municipal District Engineer),Ms E Wright, Mr K 

Kavanagh and Mr L Dunne (Senior Executive Officers),Ms AM Conneely 

(Community and Enterprise Development Officer ), Ms B Loughlin ( 

Heritage Officer), Ms M McIvor (Meetings Administrator) and Ms AM 

Gough (Meetings Secretary)  

 

NS01/1605 

Deputation from the Moat Club 

The Deputy Mayor welcomed Mr. David Cullinane, Ms Sarah Gallagher and Mr Conor 

Sweeney of the Moat Club to the meeting.  

 

Mr Cullinane informed the members that the Moat Club is a not-for-profit Arts centre in Naas 

which has occupied the same site since 1960 and in 2003 it was redeveloped into a 200 seat 

facility. He asked the members to recognise the considerable potential for the Naas area in 

sustaining the theatre on an ongoing basis stating that this requires tangible support through 

increased funding to ensure survival of the Moat and growth through a 3- year phased 

funding plan. He stated that by 2019, they are requesting from all council sources that 

funding would reach €123,000 per annum including €30,000 in capital funding for vital 

upgrades and refurbishment of the facilities.   

 

Councillor Power thanked the Moat Club for their presentation and asked had they looked for 

alternative funding and what was their proposal for funding. Councillor Moore admired the 
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commitment to the Moat Club and enquired what exactly the money was for as the council 

would not be paying off the clubs losses. Mr Cullinane informed the members that they do 

not receive arts council grants or central funding. He stated that they were not asking the 

council to pay off losses but to support work that needs to be carried out. He gave an 

example that to change the top level seats it would cost €40,000.  

 

Ms Gallagher in formed the members that 20 members of the Moat club are working in a 

voluntary capacity in the club. Councillor O’ Neill thanked the Moat Club and commended 

them on their work and enquired who they had approached for funding and had they 

considered partnering up with other organisations. Councillor Scully also thanked them for 

their presentation and stated that since 2004 the members had received several 

presentations from the Moat Club looking for funding. He stated that in 2012 €15,000 was 

given from Naas Town Council as the Moat Club was going to close. He stated that the 

Council cannot support loss making ventures.  

 

Mr Cullinane re-iterated that they were not looking for the council to fund their losses but to 

support them in a three year phased plan to develop the Moat Club. Councillor Brett stated 

that there was a lot of positivity from the members and thanked the Moat Club for their 

presentation. 

NS02/1605 

Minutes and progress report 

The members considered the minutes of the special meeting held on 23 March 2016 and 

monthly meeting held on 19 April 2016, together with the progress report. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Hillis, seconded by Councillor Moore, that the 

minutes be confirmed and taken as read.  The members noted the progress report. 

 

NS03/1605 

Schedule of municipal works 

A report was received from the district engineer informing the members of the list of projects 

that are ongoing in the Municipal District as follows: 

(i) Naas Municipal District Drainage Works 2016 

The Municipal District Office has awarded the contract for minor improvement works to the 

drainage system at a number of locations within the District including –R448 Kilcullen Road, 

L2025 Ballymore Eustace to N81, L2007 Kill to Straffan (Complete), L6032 Toberton, L2006 

Osberstown (Complete), L6038 Redbog 
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(ii) Naas Municipal District Road Improvement Works 2016 (Package 1) 

The Municipal District Office has awarded the first road surfacing projects for 2016 to include 

–Thomastown Road (L2030) – at construction, Straffan to Kill road (L2007) 

 

(iii) Naas Municipal District Road Improvement Works 2016 (Package 2) 

The Municipal District Office is at tender stage for the second package of road surfacing 

projects for 2016 including –Coldwells (L2027), Green Avenue area (L6066, L6067, L6068 

and L6069), Cromwellstown (L6027). 

Resolved: that the report be noted 

 

NS04/1605 

Business Risk to present and future development 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Moore 

That members and executive acknowledge that a serious business risk is now threatening 

the present and future development of the retail and commercial centre of Naas due to a 

series of decisions and proposals, both recent and over the past few years that have 

reduced public car parking facilities by 50% and that the Naas Municipal District members 

now request the Chief Executive and Manager to formulate a request to Dublin Transport 

Authority to defer of all such projects until the 750 car spaces of the new Shopping Centre 

become available as the most recent projects have been promoted on unacceptable data. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Moore and seconded by Councillor Hillis 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the Part 8 Dublin Road Corridor Scheme, Naas, was agreed by 

the members at the April Municipal District Meeting. The scheme will enhance and improve 

the public realm and provide a safe and attractive infrastructure to encourage greater use of 

sustainable travel modes for trips to work, education and for recreation. In tandem with the 

scheme, the Roads Department has established a working group to focus on roads and 

transportation issues affecting Naas (in addition to other issues). The objective is to develop 

a comprehensive vision for the town and the group will seek the input of the members and 

provide updates on progress. 
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Councillor Moore provided the meeting with a breakdown of the proposed changes to public 

street parking in Naas since 1996. He asked the members to support his motion to defer the 

start of the Dublin Road Corridor Scheme till 2018. 

 

Councillor O’Neill stated that losing parking spaces was not ideal but the wider problem was 

traffic congestion and that the infrastructure was not there to support a park and ride facility 

at the moment. She encouraged more people to walk and stated that there was a need for 

more disabled parking. 

 

Councillor Power stated that the Naas Town Plan will be coming up in 2017 and that people 

needed to be encouraged to walk and cycle more. He stated that when the shopping centre 

opens that the council needs to ensure that the footfall comes into the town.  

 

Councillor Scully stated that the members had already voted on this and that it had already 

gone through the planning process. He reiterated the point he made previously that 

everything needs to be in place before the work starts, the ring road needs to be finished and 

the shopping centre needs to be opened. 

 

The District Manager stated that the matter had been well and truly debated at the April 

meeting and stated that Naas is well serviced by car parking and similar to other towns in the 

county. She stated that private car parks can only clamp. She stated that the NTA have said 

they would like to fund the project and she would not suggest deferring it as the money 

would go elsewhere. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Moore and seconded by Councillor Hillis that the 

report be noted. 

 

NS05/1605 

Pedestrian crossing and a railed on the access road to Cnoc ne Greine estate 

Kilcullen. 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Brett 

That the council examine the possibility of providing a pedestrian crossing and a railed 

crossing over the adjacent culvert to facilitate school children and parents on the access 

road to Cnoc ne Greine estate Kilcullen. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Brett and seconded by Councillor Hillis 
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A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the location in question crosses into private property. Funding 

and permission would be required prior to progressing this proposal. The members have 

provided Local Property Tax (LPT) funding for footpaths and associated works at Cnoc na 

Greine at this location to facilitate residents crossing the public road. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Brett and seconded by Councillor Hillis that the 

report be noted. 

 

NS06/1605 

Pedestrian crossing at Nicholastown Kilcullen 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Brett 

That the council provide a pedestrian crossing at Nicholastown Kilcullen to facilitate 

residents of Nicholastown estate and Conroy Park accessing the nearby sports and 

community facilities. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Brett and seconded by Councillor Hillis 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that there is no funding available for new signalised pedestrian 

crossings in the county. The council continues to receive requests for crossings on both 

regional and local roads in the county. In examining requests for signalised crossings the 

need for a crossing must be warranted in line with best practice and the initial capital cost 

and future maintenance costs must also be considered. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Brett and seconded by Councillor Hillis that the 

report be noted. 

 

 

NS07/1605 

Signalling at the pedestrian crossing at the fire station on the Newbridge Road 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor O’Neill 

That the signalling at the pedestrian crossing at the fire station on the Newbridge Road in 

Naas be adjusted for a faster crossing. At present it takes 45 secs to change and in most 

cases people/students have crossed before then and defeats the safety of the crossing. 
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The motion was proposed by Councillor O’Neill and seconded by Councillor Kelly 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the pedestrian crossing referred to is linked to the signalised 

junction at Murtagh's corner. The pedestrian crossing cycle time has to synchronise with the 

cycle time at the junction which can vary throughout the day depending on traffic conditions. 

This can lead to longer than normal wait times for pedestrians. The Traffic Management 

Section will investigate whether the crossing can operate as a stand-alone crossing in order 

to reduce pedestrian wait times. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor O’Neill and seconded by Councillor Kelly that the 

report be noted and the traffic management section investigate whether the crossing can 

operate as a stand-alone crossing in order to reduce pedestrian wait times. 

 

 

NS08/1605 

Pedestrian crossing at the Caragh Road before K Leisure in Naas 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor O’Neill 

The pedestrian crossing at the Caragh Road before K Leisure in Naas is not very visible to 

the motorists. Is there any action that can be taken that would make it stand out more to 

prepare motorists to stop? 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor O’Neill and seconded by Councillor Power 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the existing crossing on the Caragh road between the access 

road and the traffic lights on the Newbridge road has signs on both sides of the crossing and 

road markings. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor O’Neill and seconded by Councillor Power that the 

report be noted. 

 

NS09/1605 

Parking Communication Plan for Naas 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Power 

That Kildare County Council create a "Parking Communication Plan" for Naas. The scope of 

the plan should examine the potential use of signage including in shop, on street and online. 
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It should also work with private car park operators to examine the potential use of live 

information signage indicating where excess capacity exists. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Power and seconded by Councillor Kelly 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that a working group has been established which will focus on Roads 

and Transport issues affecting Naas with the objective of preparing a comprehensive vision 

for the town. The group will seek the input of the members and provide updates on progress. 

Some of the issues to be considered by the group include: parking, signage, public lighting, 

cycling plans, age friendly town, access and disability awareness, Dublin Road/Poplar 

Square project, access roads to Naas, access to "Town Centre" site off Corban's Lane, 

movement of traffic at peak times, access to public transport and park and ride facilities. 

 

The District Manager informed the members that this group have not met yet but when they 

do that the members will be kept informed. 

Resolved on the proposal of councillor Power and seconded by Councillor Kelly that the 

members are kept informed when the roads working group have met and the progress of the 

group. 

 

NS10/1605 

Additional safety measures at Halverstown Cross  

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Brett 

Can the Council provide additional safety measures (rumble strips, additional signage) at 

Halverstown Cross following recent accidents at this location? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the junction in question is in a 60kph speed limit area and has 

previously had improvements including lining and signs. The Municipal District Office will 

assess this issue and will refresh the lining as required. 

 

In reply to Councillor Bretts query if more rumble strips could be put in place, the District 

Engineer informed the members that there are 4 to 5 advanced warning signs coming into 

each arm of the cross and there is a 60kph. 
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Resolved that the Municipal District Office will assess this issue and will refresh the lining as 

required. 

 

NS11/1605 

Cycleway from Caragh to the Naas ring road 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Brett 

Can the council include a funding request for a cycleway from Caragh to the Naas ring road 

in its 2017 National Transport Authority application? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that if the members were in agreement the request would be 

included in the application to the National Transport Authority (NTA) for funding for 2017. 

Resolved that a request for funding for a cycleway from Caragh to the Naas ring road be 

included in the application to the National Transport Authority (NTA) for funding for 2017. 

 

NS12/1605 

Community Heritage Grant Scheme grant allocation for the Naas Municipal District 

The members considered the Community Heritage Grant Scheme grant allocation for the 

Naas Municipal District for 2016. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Power, seconded by Councillor Breen and agreed 

by all members that Community Heritage Grant Scheme grant allocation for the Naas 

Municipal District for 2016 be adopted.   

 

NS13/1605 

Residents Association grants for private estates in the Naas Municipal District 

Mr Dunne informed the members that at the April meeting of the Naas Municipal District that 

the Residents Association grants for private estates were circulated to the members for 

adoption but they were not adopted as the members did not agree with the allocation 

amounts of the grants. He stated that taking into account the points made previously by the 

members he now had come up with a revised distribution of the grants. The members 

requested that the proposed allocations be circulated to them before they made a decision. It 

was agreed that a special meeting would be held on Monday 30 May at 11.30 to consider 

the Residents Association grants for private estates in the Naas Municipal District and that 

Mr Dunne would circulate the new calculations to the members in advance of this meeting. 
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The District Manager informed the members that the National Roads Office (NRO) wanted to 

brief the members on the N81 and that the two meetings could be held on the one day. 

Resolved that a special meeting be held on Monday 30 May at 11.30 to consider the 

Residents Association grants for private estates and also that an in committee briefing be 

held on Monday 30 May at 11.00 regarding the N81. 

 

NS14/1605 

Community and Festival grants for the Naas Municipal District 

The members considered the Community and Festival grants for the Naas Municipal District. 

 

Ms Conneely informed the members that 35 applications were before them for approval. In 

reply to queries from the members Ms Connelly stated that the Sallins Men shed had put in 

an application for a boat and the reason that there was no amount beside Rathmore Youth 

and Community Development Association was that they had put in an application to upgrade 

the Community Hall and Doreen Daly community worker is working with the group in this 

regard.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor O’Neill and seconded by Councillor Moore that the 

Community and Festival grants for the Naas Municipal District 2016 be adopted. 

 

NS15/1605 

Midsummer Arts Festival 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor O’Neill 

Can we ask the members for approval for the Midsummer Arts Festival to take over the 

Popular Square area for performances from Friday, 24 to Saturday, 25 June inclusive? 

Resolved on the agreement of all the members that the Midsummer Arts Festival take over 

the Popular Square area for performances from Friday, 24 to Saturday, 25 June inclusive 

 

NS16/1605 

Record of protected Structures 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Moore 

That the Heritage Officer and /or Heritage Architect produce a report on the antiquities, 

historic values/significance, uniqueness and condition state of 

i. the small farm labourer's cottage cum gate lodge at the entrance to the farm holding known 

as The Knocks, Naas 
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ii. the Pidgeon Loft Building on farmland opposite the gates to Craddockstown Lodge,Naas 

and indicating why these buildings have failed to be recognised and recorded as structures 

worthy of the protections in the 'Listed Buildings' category.  

The motion was proposed by Councillor Moore and seconded by Councillor Hillis 

 

A report was received from the Planning Department informing the members that the 

Architectural Conservation Officer will inspect the structures and where it is considered 

appropriate the structures can be placed on a survey list.  Any such survey would assess the 

heritage significance of each structure evaluated in accordance with National Inventory of 

Architectural Heritage (NIAH) survey standards under the special interest categories of (a) 

Architectural; (b) Historical; (c) Archaeological; (d) Artistic; (e) Cultural; (f) Scientific; (g) 

Technical; (h) Social.  

 

In reply to Councillor Moore’s query as to when the survey would be carried out and 

completed, Mr Kavanagh stated that he would enquire from the conservation officer and 

inform Councillor Moore. Both Mr Kavanagh and Ms Loughlin informed the members that 

they can make submissions like this through the County Development Plan process. 

Councillor Moore undertook to make a submission as part of the review process of the 

County Development Plan. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Moore and seconded by Councillor Hillis that the 

Architectural Conservation Officer will inspect the small farm labourer's cottage cum gate 

lodge at the entrance to the farm holding known as The Knocks, Naas and the Pidgeon Loft 

Building on farmland opposite the gates to Craddockstown Lodge,Naas and where it is 

considered appropriate the structures can be placed on a survey list. Mr Kavanagh 

undertook to enquire from the conservation officer when the survey would be carried out and 

completed. 

 

NS17/1605 

Cap on the number of charity shops in Naas town 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor O’Neill 

Can the council consider putting a cap on the number of charity shops in Naas town at its 

current number of 8? 

 

A report was received from the Planning Department informing the members that a charity 

shop is a retail use and as such, is acceptable where a retail use is permitted. Shops are 
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permitted in principal in Naas Town Centre under the land use zoning matrix set out in the 

Naas Town Development Plan 2011-2017 and the change from shop to charity shop does 

not constitute a material change of use under the Planning and Development Act.  

  
It is acknowledged that the retail character of a town can be adversely affected by dead 

frontage or lower order retail uses and the policies and objectives of the relevant Plan should 

seek to protect the primary retail function of the Core Retail Area (designed by the County 

Development Plan).  It is intended to commence work on the Naas Local Area Plan in 2016.  

The Plan will seek to include a policy framework that supports an enhanced retail character 

in Naas town centre, with an emphasis on supporting higher order comparison retail and a 

rich mix of uses.  

Resolved that the report be noted. 

 

NS18/1605 

Selling of cars from a private residence 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Scully 

Can the council investigate the selling of cars from a private residence (address provided)? 

 

 A report was received from the Planning Department informing the members that they will 

follow up on this issue. 

Resolved that the report be noted. 

 

NS19/1605 

Estates to be taken in charge in the Naas Municipal District 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Power 

Can the council provide members with an update on estates to be taken in charge in the 

Naas Municipal District, how many have begun the process and a timeline for completion of 

same? 

 

 A report was received from the Planning Department informing the members that there were 

fifty four estates advertised for taking in charge in 2015 and thirteen of these estates are in 

the Naas Municipal District (listed below). Fifteen of the fifty four have been finalised and 

taken in charge to date, two of which are located in the Naas Municipal District. The planning 

department are consulting with Irish Water in relation to the remaining estates and as they 
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receive approval from Irish Water, they will then seek approval of the elected members to 

formally take the estates in charge through the relevant Municipal District meetings. 

 

1. Sallins Wood, Sallins. 

2. Morrell Estate, Naas. 

 (both taken in charge 15th December 2015). 

3. Castlemartin, Kilcullen. 

4. Cnoc na Greine, Kilcullen. 

5. Cnoc na Greine Woods, Kilcullen. 

6. Glendara, Kill. 

7. Alderwood Court, Naas. 

8. Bán na Gréinne / Slí Chluain Aoibhinn, Naas. 

9. Broadfield View, Naas. 

10. Millwood, Naas. 

11. Millbridge Court, Naas. 

12. Millbridge Avenue, Naas. 

13. Monread Heights, Naas. 
 

Resolved that the report be noted 

 

NS20/1605 

Process for the development of the 2018 Local Area Plan for Naas 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Power 

Can the council outline the process for the development of the 2018 Local Area Plan for 

Naas, what initial works are involved and what the timeline for developing the plan is? 

 

 A report was received from the Planning Department informing the members that the 

County Development Plan 2017-2023, will replace the current Naas Town Development 

Plan.  The Council will commence preliminary work on the preparation of the Naas Local 

Area Plan later in 2016 and intends to publish a draft Local Area Plan before the end of 

2016. 

Resolved that the report be noted 
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NS21/1605 

Briefing by Túath Housing Association 

Mr McDonnell introduced the members of Túath Housing Association Mr Sean O’Conner, Ms 

Bronagh Darcy and MS Aileen Gill. Mr O’Conner informed the members that Túath is a 

housing association, run on a not-for-profit basis by a board of management drawn from 

professional volunteers who donate their services and time for free. The association has 

charitable status and is a member of the Irish Council for Social Housing. They have over 

2,500 social homes and work with 22 Local Authorities. They have 500 new social homes 

planned for 2016 with 120 homes focused in County Kildare 

 

Ms Darcy informed the members of the proposed development at Castlefen, Sallins. She 

stated that it is a Greenfield site of 0.9 ha (2.22 acres) situated behind properties that are 

already there. She stated that the feasibility study carried out has come back with a density 

of 28 units. The proposal is for 4x2 bedroom single storey houses and 24x3 bedroom two 

storey houses with an estimated cost of €5.25 to €5.5million with an expected delivery in Q4, 

2017.She informed the members that funding would be 20% loan via DECLG (CALF) and 

80% loan via HFA (EIB) Funds. 

 

In reply to queries from the members Mr McDonnell stated that the land was a road 

reservation line from the Sallins By-Pass and that the next step in the process was to 

develop the proposal further and then apply for planning permission.  

 

Councillor Brett thanked the members from Túath for their presentation. 

 

NS22/1605 

Housing land owned by Kildare County Council in the Naas Municipal District. 

Mr McDonnell provided the members with a list of lands owned by the Council in the Naas 

Municipal District that had been developed for housing or had potential to provide housing. 

He informed the members that Homeless Care Limited had also purchased a house and 

stables on the way out of Naas near the bundle of sticks roundabout which had the potential 

to be converted into self contained units. He also informed the members that two large 

planning applications had been received for the Blessington road and that under Part V the 

council would receive 10% of these housing developments.   
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NS23/1605 

Abandoned cars 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Moore 

Can the Environment Section of the council inform the public on how long it takes to have an 

abandoned car removed from the side of a Main Road near Aras Chill Dara, similar to the 

one reported several months ago but still in position at the same site? 

A report was received from the Environment Department informing the members that 

abandoned cars are considered by the Council under the Litter Management Act. The 

process is managed by way of a 21 day notice which requires the owner to remove the 

vehicle. If the owner has not complied with the Council's request, arrangements are then 

made by the Environment Section to remove the vehicle.  

Resolved that the report be noted 

 

NS24/1605 

Restaurants overflowing refuse bins in Naas 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Moore 

Can the Environment Section or Planning Enforcement Section give an explanation as to 

why so many restaurants in Naas are allowed to continuously use side streets, laneways, 

public footpaths, public alleyways, everywhere except on their own properties, to site large 

overflowing refuse bins with unsorted waste food and general waste? 

 

A report was received from the Environment Department informing the members that all food 

premises should arrange to store food waste/ refuse/ recycling bins within their own 

properties. These bins should only be presented in public areas on collection days. The 

Environment Section will monitor such premises under the Food Waste Regulations and will 

progress enforcement action against any operator found not to have appropriate 

arrangements in place.  

Resolved that the report be noted 

 

NS25/1605 

Unoccupied/derelict premises in Fairgreen Street 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Breen 

Could the Council write to the owners of those unoccupied/derelict premises in Fairgreen 

Street which are an eyesore and need urgent attention? 
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 A report was received from the Environment Department informing the members that they 

will examine the area to assess if any properties are deemed derelict under the relevant 

legislation and appropriate follow-up will be considered if necessary. 

Resolved that the environment department will examine the area to assess if any properties 

are deemed derelict under the relevant legislation and appropriate follow-up will be 

considered if necessary. 

 
 
 
 
 The meeting concluded. 


