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Minutes of Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District Meeting 

held at 10.00 a.m. on Wednesday, 17 January 2018 

in the Council Chamber, Áras Chill Dara 

 

Members Present: Councillor S Power (Mayor), Councillors M Aspell, S Doyle,                     

 P Kennedy, M Lynch, M McCabe, F McLoughlin Healy, J Pender and 

M Stafford. 

 

Officials Present:   Mr T McDonnell (Municipal District Manager), Mr D Hughes (Municipal 

District Engineer), Ms E Wright, Mr L Dunne (Senior Executive Officers), 

Ms A Scanlon, Mr B Martin (Administrative Officers), Mr C O'Toole 

(Assistant Staff Officer), Ms F Skehan (Meetings Administrator) and Ms 

K O’Malley (Meetings Secretary).  

 

KN01/0118 

Minutes and Progress Report  

The members considered the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 20 December 2017 

together with the progress report. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Aspell, seconded by Councillor Stafford that the 

minutes of the monthly meeting held on 20 December 2017, of the Kildare-Newbridge 

Municipal District be confirmed and taken as read.  The progress report was noted.  

 

KN02/0118 

Matters Arising 

The Municipal District Manager informed the Mayor and members of a number of requests 

for in-committee meetings in February.  It was agreed that the February JPC meeting would 

be rescheduled to March and that an in-committee meeting to receive a report on the review 

of the Newbridge Town Hall would take place at 9.00 am on 21 February 2018.  It was also 

agreed that an informal briefing from the Historic Monuments Committee would take place at 

9.30 am and an in-committee meeting on Newbridge Transport Plan would take place at 

12.00 am, both also on 21 February 2018. 

 

Councillor Power wished Orla Tinsley, who had a transplant in the USA a few weeks 

previous, well in her recovery. 
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Councillor Power read out correspondence received from the Mayor of Ocala inviting the 

members to celebrate the Twinning’s ten year anniversary along with the members of the 

Newbridge-Ocala Twinning Committee. 

 

Accessible Parking Bay, Milltown (KN18/0717) 

Councillor Stafford stated that this item can now be removed from the Progress Report. 

 

Councillor Stafford stated that he thought that the members requests for an item to remain 

on the Progress Report needed to be re-examined as he does not see the necessity. 

 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy and Councillor Lynch disagreed with Councillor Stafford.   

 

Councillor Power stated that this is not a decision that would be made today. 

 

Plans for sanding/salting the roads in the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District during 

the winter months (KN08/1217) 

Councillor McCabe stated that the issue of gritting of roads in rural areas had been 

discussed on KFM that morning. 

 

The Municipal District Engineer stated that there are nine routes on the gritting programme 

and that he would be having a meeting with the Engineers the following day and will raise 

the issues in relation to gritting of rural routes.  He also advised that a copy of the Winter 

Maintenance Plan is available on the Kildare County Council website with a map showing all 

road salting routes. 

 

TAAG Report 

A copy of the TAAG report was circulated to the members.  Ms Wright informed the 

members that a bi-monthly report on TAAG items will be given and that this report will deal 

with all TAAG items thus they will not be listed on the Progress Report going forward.  Ms 

Wright stated that 114 cases in the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District in the past year had 

been referred to TAAG and that the report issued showed how the items were being 

managed. 

 

 

 



Kildare County Council  

_________________________________________________________________________ 
Minutes Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District 17/01/18                             Page 3 of 22 

KN03/0118 

Update on Municipal District Road Works 

The Municipal District Engineer updated the members on the municipal district road works. 

Mr Hughes informed the members that works were carried out and completed in Kildare 

Town, Great Connell Road/Pfizer Roundabout, Newbridge, Barrettstown Road, Newbridge 

and Sexes Road, Newbridge in 2017.  He stated that works at Maddenstown, The Curragh 

commenced in December 2017 and will be completed in January 2018.  Mr Hughes stated 

that surface dressing works were carried out and completed in 2017 at Scarlettstown, 

Newbridge, Baronstown, Milltown, Brownstown Cross to Carna, Suncroft, Cut Bush to Manor 

Cross, Maddenstown North, The Curragh, Kilmeague and Bog Road, Allen.  He also stated 

that road recycling works were carried out and completed in 2017 at Derrymullen/Lowtown.  

Mr Hughes stated that Local Improvement Schemes were carried out and completed at 

Hawkfield, Newbridge and Silliothill, Kildare Town in 2017.  He stated that in relation to 

Maddenstown, The Curragh, drainage works were completed in December 2017 and road 

surfacing and footpath improvements are expected to be completed in January 2018.  Mr 

Hughes informed the members that the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District had recently 

awarded a tender to carry out works at The Village, Newbridge – Footpath improvement 

works, Choill Dhubh – Pedestrian crossing and Oaklawns Estate, Kilmeague – footpath 

improvement works and drainage works at entrance to this estate.  He stated that these 

works would be carried out and completed in January and February 2018.  Mr Hughes stated 

that he had met with the members on a number of occasions in December 2017 and agreed 

the 2018 LPT works.  He confirmed tenders for these works and the remaining 2017 LPT 

works would be prepared in the coming months with a view to completing these works in the 

first half of 2018.  In relation to road maintenance works, Mr Hughes informed the members 

that the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District Office was currently carrying out road repairs 

and gully cleaning, maintaining water cuts and related work. 

    

Councillor Pender stated that she was concerned about traffic calming and speed limit signs 

on Station Road, Kildare town as speeding was still an issue.  She asked if someone had 

examined the area in question.  The Municipal District Engineer stated that he had not 

carried out an assessment but that the TAAG team had but that he would examine the issue 

further. 

 

 

 



Kildare County Council  

_________________________________________________________________________ 
Minutes Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District 17/01/18                             Page 4 of 22 

KN04/0118 

Halting Site at Tankardgarden 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Power. 

That the council outline its plans to develop the halting site at Tankardsgarden. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Power, seconded by Councillor Aspell.   

 

A report was received from the Housing Department informing the members that the 

development of the halting site at Tankardsgarden had Part 8 and funding approval.  A 

design team had been appointed from the OGP national framework for Architect Lead 

Design Team Consultants and that the design team were currently preparing tender 

documentation.  It was proposed that the halting site would be developed in two phases 

along with the decommissioning of the existing halting site.  It was proposed that four 

serviced bays and a caretaker unit along with any riverbank consolidation works would be 

developed in the first phase. 

 

Councillor Power asked for an explanation on how the caretaker unit would function and on 

how extensive the riverbank consolidation works would be. 

 

The Municipal District Manager stated that the site backs onto the river and that there were 

concerns before about building closer to the river.  He stated that a retaining wall might be 

needed before works were done. 

 

The Municipal District Manager also stated that the caretaker unit is a welfare facility for an 

employee of the council.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Power, seconded by Councillor Aspell that the report 

be noted.   

 

KN05/0118 

Social Housing Allocations 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Power. 

How many housing allocations were made in the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District last 

year and what are the expectations for this year? 
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A report was received from the Housing Department informing the members that a total of 

131 social housing allocations were made in municipal district in 2017.  It was anticipated 

that there will be 81 allocations to new social units in the municipal district in 2018.  Included 

in this number were 13 units on the Athgarvan Road, Newbridge which were due for 

completion in Quarter 3, 2018.  There would be additional allocations to properties which 

become vacant during the course of the year and new house purchases.  Kildare County 

Council would continue to support Approved Housing Bodies who seek approval to enter 

suitable Capital Advance and Leasing Facility (CALF) and Leasing arrangements across the 

county. 

 

Councillor Power asked if there was an indication as to how many houses would be 

purchased by the council during this year. 

 

The Municipal District Manager stated that an element of this would depend on the market 

and that between 100 to 120 houses had been bought in the past two years.  He stated that 

he expected that the number of units purchased would be in the same order in 2018.  

The report was noted. 

 

KN06/0118 

Kildare Town Swimming Pool Fund 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor McLoughlin Healy. 

That the council facilitate the follow-up previously discussed at this municipal district 

regarding the Kildare Town swimming pool fund, in order to help the trustees in any way we 

can to access the monies donated by the community for the community. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor McLoughlin Healy, seconded by Councillor Power.   

 

A report was received from the Municipal District Manager informing the members that  

it was previously advised to the members that it was a matter for the trustees to determine 

how funds should be allocated, and that the council had no role in the matter. 

 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy stated that she was clear that it is not a council function but that 

it was time to have the conversation again regarding what can be done to help the trustees 

to access the funding. 
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Councillor Pender stated that it was not acceptable for this money to be sitting in a bank 

account for years and that the trustees had to come to a decision.  

 

Councillor Lynch suggested writing to the trustees to arrange a meeting.  

 

Councillor Stafford stated that it was a complicated issue that had to be resolved and that he 

did not think that it was a matter for the members to be getting involved in.  He also stated 

that he understood that councillors may be receiving representations in relation to the matter 

and stated that perhaps a letter could be written to the trustees. 

 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy stated that it is the duty of the members to respond to 

constituents who do not have power.  She requested that an invitation be extended to the 

trustees to meet with the members. 

 

Councillor Doyle stated that the particular solicitor was well aware of the sensitivity of the 

issue and that the trustees had an issue getting registered as a charity.  She also stated that 

the solicitor was working on it and that she is confident that he was addressing the issue.  

 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy proposed that a letter issue to the trustees to meet with the 

members. 

Resolved with three members voting in favour of a letter issuing to the trustees to meet with 

the members and five members voting against the proposal, the motion fell. 

 

KN07/0118 

Curragh Forum 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor McLoughlin Healy. 

In light of the persistent littering and destruction of the Curragh Plains, together with the 

failure to realise the tourism potential of this unique site, that the council provide an update 

on the invite extended by the council to the Curragh Forum to brief councillors on actions 

taken over the last 2 years since its inception together with any plans for the future. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor McLoughlin Healy, seconded by Councillor Power. 

 

A report was received from the Municipal District Manager informing the members that the 

invite was forwarded to the Department of Defence, who are the statutory body in relation to 
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the operation and management of the Curragh.  In relation to the work of the Curragh Forum, 

a meeting was held last week, when the Department updated organisations on the works 

undertaken by them in 2017, including issues associated with 

legislation/traffic/signage/parking/encampments/sheep and land management. 

 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy stated that the Curragh Forum was set up in January/February 

2016 and that no progress had been reported since.  She also stated that an invite was 

issued by the council to the Curragh Forum to brief members but that this had not happened.  

Councillor McLoughlin Healy stated that there was ongoing littering and destruction of the 

Curragh Plains and that the potential sustainable tourism opportunity for the Curragh Plains 

had been missed.   

 

Councillor Stafford stated that he had received representation in relation to overgrazing, 

illegal camping, litter and thistles and that it was important that we do our utmost to maintain 

the Curragh.  He also stated that the Municipal District Manager is the members 

representative on the Curragh Forum and suggested that the members meet with the him to 

discuss matters and the Municipal District Manager could then raise those issues with the 

Curragh Forum. 

 

Councillor Lynch stated that his understanding was that no elected members were on the 

Curragh Forum and that the Curragh Forum had met three times, but that he thought it was a 

waste of time as no progress had been made.  

 

The Municipal District Manager stated that the Curragh Forum was established in 2015 by 

the Department of Defence and consists of representatives from An Garda Síochána, the 

Army, The Department of Defence, Horse Racing Ireland and the council.  He stated that the 

Chief Executive nominated him to represent the council as he is the Municipal District 

Manager for the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District.  The Municipal District Manager 

informed the members that one meeting of the Curragh Forum took place in 2015, two 

meetings in 2016 and no meetings took place last year.  He stated that at the Curragh Forum 

meeting last week they outlined some works that they will be doing in 2018 such as 

addressing issues on litter, illegal encampments, unregulated parking on the Curragh, 

signage, tourism and military exercises.  The Municipal District Manager stated that the 

Department said that in the short term they would make contact with the Roads Department 

in terms of signage.  He stated that the Chief Executive attended the meeting with him and 
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that he will now convene a meeting with the Municipal District Manager, Municipal District 

Engineer, Heritage and Tourism Officers to create a vision statement for the Curragh Forum.  

The Municipal District Manager also stated that the next meeting of the Curragh Forum 

would take place in April. 

 

Councillor McCabe stated that it was good to hear that the process is commencing as the 

Curragh needed to be taken care of and treated properly.  

 

Councillor Power stated that we had a national treasure on our hands that had not been 

minded or protected.  He stated that he was glad to see that the council are doing a vision 

statement and that the Chief Executive was involved.  

 

Councillor Lynch stated that the council, the Department of Defence and the Curragh Forum 

do not have the legislation to do anything about this matter and that the Minister for Defence 

is the only person who can bring legislation forward on it.  

 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy stated that it was positive that a vision statement was now 

being prepared.  She stated that the structure and function of the Curragh Forum is very 

weak and that she wanted to be clear that politics had played a part as to why nothing had 

been done to date.  Councillor McLoughlin Healy also stated that she wrote a letter in 2016 

to the Department of Defence and got a letter back acknowledging the issues and informing 

her to expect substantial progress in 2017 around education, bye-laws and facilities and 

noted not even one meeting of the Curragh Forum had taken place.  She asked that the 

Municipal District Manager be more proactive with feedback on what is happening with the 

Curragh Forum.  The Municipal District Manager asked that specific queries be emailed to 

him. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McLoughlin Healy, seconded by Councillor Power 

that the report be noted. 

  

KN08/0118 

Sale of the Magee Barracks Site 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor McLoughlin Healy. 

Can the council provide a progress report on what efforts it has made to get the transfer 

completed of the 10 acres community gain, owed by the Department of Defence which was 

promised from the sale of the Magee Barracks site in Kildare almost 2 years ago. The 
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progress report should include but not limit itself to whether the council has made any 

representation on behalf of the community regarding acceptable or unacceptable delays in 

transferring the 10 acres (or value thereof) as promised? 

 

A report was received from the Municipal District Manager informing the members that the 

view of the Department is that lands have been provided for community gain (school site).  In 

late 2016 the council was asked to identify where funds would be expended, should funds be 

transferred, and the proposed development at Cherry Avenue was nominated to the 

Department in this regard.  He further confirmed the most recent advice received is that the 

Department are precluded from providing any other assets to the council. 

The report was noted. 

 

KN09/0118 

Speed Restriction in College Park 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Aspell. 

That the council re-examine the speed restrictions put in place in College Park as the speed 

ramps are having no effect on slowing down traffic. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Aspell, seconded by Councillor Stafford. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that a technical inspection will be carried out at this location to 

examine the impact of the speed ramps. 

 

Councillor Aspell stated that there was a major problem in College Park as all the traffic uses 

it as a short cut to get to the bridge and that at quieter times, cars are passing each other out 

on the ramps.  He stated that a further examination on how to deal with these issues in 

College Park was needed as the ramps were not working.  Councillor Aspell asked the 

council to consider other options instead of using ramps to slow cars down and also to put 

up signs to encourage motorists to slow down. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Aspell, seconded by Councillor Stafford that the 

report be noted.  
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KN10/0118 

Traffic Lights at the Bridge in Newbridge 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Aspell. 

That the council re-examine the synchronisation of the lights at the bridge as you leave 

Newbridge, as there is not enough room or time for cars to turn right at this junction. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Aspell, seconded by Councillor Stafford. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the Traffic Management Section would monitor the junction 

regarding the issues highlighted and make modifications to the timings if deemed necessary. 

 

Councillor Aspell stated that only three cars can turn with the lights at this bridge and that 

there is one line of traffic coming down the street.  He suggested examining the possibility of 

removing the taxi rank outside Harrigans and widening the road to allow people to turn at the 

bridge.  Councillor Aspell also suggested examining the possibility of turning part of the road 

to three lanes from the Riverbank to the traffic lights on the opposite side of the road. 

 

Ms Wright suggested that the issue be raised with the NTA at the meeting being held next 

month and did point out that if you interfere with one junction, it has a knock on effect on 

another junction. 

 

Councillor Power asked if widening the road would work. 

 

Ms Wright stated that it would have to be fully assessed and the impact on other junctions 

examined. 

 

Councillor Aspell stated that the volume of traffic had increased since the SCOOT system 

was introduced ten years ago and queried the need for a taxi rank taking up space outside 

Harrigans when no one uses it.   

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Aspell, seconded by Councillor Stafford that the 

report be noted. 
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KN11/0118 

Warning Signage for Emergency Services. 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Doyle. 

That we investigate advising road users of dangerous routes in adverse weather conditions 

by making warning signage available to emergency services in order to ensure their optimal 

use in out of service hours. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Doyle, seconded by Councillor Aspell. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the Fire Service had signage that it uses to warn motorists of its 

presence at Road Traffic Collisions (RTCs) and other emergency incidents on roads.  This 

signage is only used when the Fire Service is on site and it is part of Health and Safety 

procedures to warn motorists and protect staff.  

 

Councillor Doyle stated that an incident arose over Christmas when she got a phone call 

from the local Gardaí requesting a road to be gritted.  She stated that she spoke to the 

Municipal District Engineer and that the Gardaí closed the road but that signage was an 

issue for them.  Councillor Doyle asked if the Gardaí could be engaged with through the JPC 

to organise something in relation to signage in these circumstances. 

 

The Municipal District Engineer stated that there are nine routes gritted under the Winter 

Maintenance Plan and that most people have a short route to get to a main road.  He stated 

that people might have to take shorter or longer routes depending on which roads are gritted 

in order to travel on a safer route.  

 

Councillor Doyle suggested that people are informed through signage to enable them to 

identify if a road is one that gets gritted. 

 

The Municipal District Engineer stated that he would raise the issue at a meeting with the 

Engineers. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Doyle, seconded by Councillor Aspell that the report 

be noted and the Municipal District Engineer to raise the issue at a meeting with the 

Engineers. 
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KN12/0118 

Traffic Management Plan for Kildare Town  

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Doyle. 

That a traffic management plan for Kildare Town be tendered for and funded through 

significant development levies that the town is generating and will generate in the future. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Doyle, seconded by Councillor Power. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the Roads Department proposes to meet with the members in 

Quarter 2, 2018 with a view to discussing the issues of concern in the existing Traffic 

Management Plan.   

 

Councillor Doyle stated that if you have an issue with traffic in a location, it has a knock on 

effect on the whole town.  She also stated that the current Traffic Management Plan is 

misleading, advises people incorrectly and is not fit for purpose. 

 

Councillor Lynch stated that planning permissions should not be approved when there is no 

Traffic Management Plan in place. 

 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy stated that a significant amount of money had been set aside 

and that it should be used for a Traffic Management Plan to get it off the ground. 

 

Ms Wright stated that this particular issue is high on the Director of Services agenda.  

 

Councillor Doyle queried if all planning permissions could have a condition that it was subject 

to a traffic management plan as developments may be occurring that are counteracting a 

traffic management plan. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Doyle, seconded by Councillor Power that the report 

be noted. 
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KN13/0118 

Potholes from Allen Cross to South Green, Kildare 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Stafford. 

That the council repair the potholes along the (i) L7087 from Allen Cross to the municipal 

district boundary and (ii) South Green, Kildare. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Stafford, seconded by Councillor Power. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that road repairs have been carried out along the L7087 from Allen 

Cross and will continue as required.  Road repairs at South Green, Kildare had also been 

carried out. 

 

Councillor Stafford stated that the road from Allen Cross to Naas is particularly susceptible to 

big deep potholes that cause significant damage to the wheels of cars when hit.  He also 

stated that works on the installation of pipes by Irish Water on the South Green Road were 

being carried out currently and asked that the Roads Department examine this road. 

 

The Municipal District Engineer stated that sections of the Blacktrench Road (L7087) will be 

examined and the issue addressed.  He also stated that South Green Road will be 

examined. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Stafford, seconded by Councillor Power that the 

Municipal District Engineer examine sections of the Blacktrench Road (L7087) and address 

the issue and the South Green Road be examined also. 

 

KN14/0118 

Pedestrian Crossing at Allen School 

The committee agreed to consider items number 13 and 17 of the agenda together.  

 

Item 13 – Motion Councillor Pender 

That the council provide a pedestrian crossing outside the school in Allen.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Pender, seconded by Councillor McLoughlin Healy. 
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Item 17 – Question Councillor McLoughlin Healy 

In light of the recent petition from parents, teachers and local residents, can the council 

assess and plan for a pedestrian crossing at Allen School? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that a petition was received in December 2017 and acknowledged by 

the Roads Department and that this was the subject of an existing TAAG item which will be 

examined and a report provided to the members. 

 

Councillor Pender stated that pedestrian crossings should be outside every school and that 

she would like to see progress made at Allen School. 

 

The Municipal District Engineer stated that he met with the School Principal before 

Christmas and was aware of the issue.   He stated that works on road markings and text on 

the road warning motorist to slow down were completed before Christmas and that the issue 

had been referred to TAAG.  He further stated that when the TAAG team have assessed the 

area, and if they gave the go ahead to do the works, the municipal district office will complete 

the works.  

 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy stated that this is an issue that is not going away and that there 

was huge support for a pedestrian crossing at this location.   

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Pender, seconded by Councillor McLoughlin Healy 

that the report be noted. 

 

KN15/0118 

Additional Public Lighting in Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Power.  

Can a list be provided of all the additional public lights that were provided in the Kildare-

Newbridge Municipal District last year and what plans are in place to provide more public 

lighting in the area this year? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the following locations had new public lighting erected in 2017: 

 

• Market Square, Kildare Town 
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• Brownstown, The Curragh 

 

Works confirmed for Quarter 1 of 2018 is the upgrade of the public lights in St. Ailesbury 

Park, Newbridge.  Dependant on further requests, ranking order and available funding, more 

schemes could progress over the coming months.  A county-wide public lighting programme 

for 2018 is now being finalised and the members will be updated shortly. 

The report was noted. 

 

KN16/0118 

Liffey Bridge Crossing 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Lynch.   

How and when will the council progress the much needed Liffey Bridge crossing from Great 

Connell, Newbridge to the Curragh Grange/Liffey Hall exit on the Athgarvan Road and how 

will it be funded? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the project to develop a second bridge crossing at Newbridge 

does not have assigned resources at this time.  It was anticipated that an additional bridge 

crossing will form part of an application for Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund 

(LIHAF) funding in 2018.  Kildare County Council is awaiting a call for submissions from the 

Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government. 

The report was noted.  

 

KN17/0118 

Traffic Issues in Kildare Town 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Lynch.  

What plans are in place to help alleviate traffic issues in Kildare Town and what are the 

timelines and funding options for same? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the council was currently trying to develop a project that will 

address the traffic movements to the west of the town from the junction of Pigeon Lane and 

the R455 to the junction of Station Road and Miletta Road.  The timelines were uncertain at 

present as the funding requirements and funding stream were not yet fully developed.  It was 
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hoped to have a project under way in Quarter 3 2018.  The Roads Department proposes to 

meet with the members in Quarter 2, 2018 with a view to discussing the issues of concern in 

the existing Traffic Management Plan. 

The report was noted. 

 

KN18/0118 

Students from Kildare Community College 

The Mayor welcomed four teachers and six students from Kildare Community College who 

are studying local politics to the meeting.  

 

KN19/0118 

Road from Newbridge Industrial Estate to Curragh Grange 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor McCabe.  

Can the council review the new relief route from Newbridge Industrial Estate through the 

Curragh Grange via Millfield with a view to the health and safety of the numerous young 

children living in the area? Unexpectedly heavy traffic patterns including HGV’s on this route 

require the installation of railings to protect children playing on the green areas. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that there is a HGV restriction in place; with relevant signage at each 

end of this route.  In addition to standard bin lorries servicing the area, other vehicles are 

servicing the site where 19 apartments are under construction; adjacent to the Moore 

Avenue/Millfield laneway.  The temporary construction-related traffic is authorised by Kildare 

County Council planning permission, and expected to cease by late summer when the 

apartments are complete.  A Stage 4 road safety audit in March when the scheme is open a 

year, and any additional recommendations, will be implemented. 

 

Councillor McCabe stated that the installation of railings to protect children playing on the 

green areas is required. 

 

The Municipal District Engineer stated that he will discuss the request for railings at the open 

space with the Parks Department. 

The report was noted. 
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KN20/0118 

Local Improvement Schemes in the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Stafford. 

Can the council furnish a report on the number of Local Improvement Scheme (LIS) 

applications received for the Kildare/Newbridge Municipal District in 2017 and how many of 

these were granted? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that one new Local Improvement Scheme application was received 

in 2017 for the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District.  This scheme did not proceed in 2017 

as the application was received in Quarter 4 of 2017.  There are currently 7 applications to 

be completed under the LIS within the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District. 

The report was noted. 

 

KN21/0118 

Blackberry Lane to Standhouse Road 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Pender.  

Can the council consider widening the road and or improving the road conditions from the 

turn off to Blackberry Lane on the Standhouse Road to the racecourse? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the location could be assessed for possible inclusion in the 

Roadworks Programme for 2018.  This assessment would be in relation to surface 

improvements only.  

The report was noted. 

 

KN22/0118 

Cleaning up after bonfires 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Power. 

That the council outline its policy in relation to cleaning up after bonfires and explain why it 

has taken so long to clean up after the Halloween bonfire close to Dara Park. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Power, seconded by Councillor Aspell. 
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A report was received from the Parks Department informing the members that the Parks 

Section was only made aware of the bonfire prior to the Christmas break and was unable to 

organise a contractor to carry out the work.  This had now been done and the bonfire will be 

removed week starting 15 January 2018.  However it should be noted that bonfires are illegal 

and those responsible for it should be accountable for the damage and subsequent clean up 

not Kildare County Council.  It was hoped that local residents who are seeking the clean up 

will be as attentive in identifying in future those responsible for any future bonfires so they 

can be made accountable for illegally dumping and burning material and the subsequent 

clean up.  

 

Councillor Power stated that he is aware that there is a huge effort being made to reduce the 

number of bonfires in the county, particularly at Halloween and that ideally those responsible 

for the bonfires would be made accountable for them but that this can be difficult.  He stated 

that in this situation the bonfire is an eyesore and neighbours are paying the price although 

they had no involvement in the bonfire.  He also stated that he was delighted that something 

was being done about it.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Power, seconded by Councillor Aspell that the report 

be noted.  

 

KN23/0118 

Tidy Towns Groups 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Doyle. 

Can we have a report on the initiative to engage with Tidy Town groups collectively, when 

will this take place and what the format will be? 

 

A report was received from the Environment Department informing the members that the 

council hosts meetings of the Tidy Towns network from time to time.  It was proposed to hold 

three such meetings this year, the first of which will take place later this month (date to be 

confirmed).  The main theme of the first event will likely be an analysis of 2017 results with a 

particular emphasis on opportunities for collective learning.  The council is always open to 

suggestions regarding possible themes. 

The report was noted. 
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KN24/0118 

Unsightly building in Newbridge 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor McCabe. 

Is there any action that can be taken in relation to a building, or against the owner of a 

building, that has been allowed to deteriorate or is painted in a manner that is unsightly or 

damaging to Tidy Towns aspirations? 

 

A report was received from Environment Department informing the members that the 

Environment Section will examine this property to establish if it is deemed derelict. 

The report was noted. 

 

KN25/0118 

Mouds Bog, Clongorey 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Stafford. 

Can the council advise what steps are being taken to deal with the serious dumping at 

Mouds Bog, Clongorey where a large number of white goods and the body of a dead horse 

were dumped recently? 

 

A report was received from the Planning and Strategic Development Department informing 

the members that this property is not in public ownership and the responsibility for the 

removal of the materials rests with the landowner. 

 

Councillor Stafford stated that he was not happy with the report and that the area in question 

is on the road used to access the bog.  He requested that the Environment Department liaise 

with the locals and offered his assistance in this.  Mr Dunne stated that he would liaise with 

Councillor Stafford and with locals in relation to this matter. 

The report was noted. 

 

KN26/0118 

Pollardstown Walkway 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Lynch. 

To expand amenities and for the promotion of Ireland's Ancient East in the district, that this 

municipal district makes contact with the National Parks and Wildlife Service to propose and 

support the extension of the Pollardstown Walkway, via Rathbride Wood to the Milltown 
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Feeder on the canal and that funding is sought for same and the option of matched funding 

is explored. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Lynch, seconded by Councillor McLoughlin Healy. 

 

A report was received from the Economic, Community and Cultural Development 

Department informing the members that Kildare Fáilte's Tourist Development Officer will be 

making a presentation to full council on 29 January on its Work Programme for 2018 

outlining objectives and activities association with promoting Kildare Tourism.  The municipal 

district making contact with National Parks and Wildlife Service to propose and support 

extension of Pollardstown Walkway is a matter for the members. 

 

Councillor Lynch stated that it would cost €100,000 to complete the walkway and that he is 

looking for match funding to link in with Ireland’s Ancient East.  He requested an answer in 

relation to the funding and asked that the matter remain on the progress report and a report 

in relation to funding be given next month. 

 

The Municipal District Manager stated that he would convey what the members have 

outlined to the Community Department.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Lynch, seconded by Councillor McLoughlin Healy 

that an update in relation to funding be issued to the members on the progress report in 

February. 

 

KN27/0118 

River Amenity at Athgarvan 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Lynch. 

Following funding being provided for a design scheme for a river amenity at Athgarvan, that 

this municipal district calls for plans to be made and timelines given for a public display of 

same. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Lynch, seconded by Councillor Doyle. 

 

A report was received from the Economic, Community and Cultural Development 

Department informing the members that this work will be incorporated into the works 
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programme for the Parks Section and a presentation on the programme for the year will be 

made to the municipal district in February or March. 

 

Councillor Lynch stated that he hoped to see this item progressed. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Lynch, seconded by Councillor Doyle that the report 

be noted. 

 

KN28/0118 

Trees in the Square, Kildare 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Stafford. 

That the council lop or top the branches of the trees in The Square, Kildare which are 

blocking business signage and interfering with light. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Stafford, seconded by Councillor Aspell.   

 

A report was received from the Economic, Community and Cultural Development 

Department informing the members that the trees will be pruned as part of the upcoming tree 

pruning works in the area. The work should be complete by the end of March. 

 

Councillor Stafford stated that the branches on the trees on the Silken Thomas side of the 

square are obscuring business signs and interfering with light.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Stafford, seconded by Councillor Aspell that the 

report be noted.  

 

KN29/0118 

Part 8 Cherry Avenue Site 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Doyle. 

Can we have a progress report on the Part 8 for Cherry Avenue site, Kildare Town? 

 

A report was received from the Economic, Community and Cultural Development 

Department informing the members that it is planned to advertise the Part 8 for Cherry 

Avenue before the end of the month.  The plans will be on display in Kildare Library & Áras 

Chill Dara and on the council’s website.  

The report was noted. 
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The meeting concluded. 

 

 

 

 

 


