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 Minutes of Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District Meeting 

held at 10.00 a.m. on Wednesday, 18 October 2017 

in the Council Chamber, Aras Chill Dara 

 

Members Present: Councillors S Power (Mayor), M Aspell, S Doyle, P Kennedy, M Lynch,      

  M McCabe, F McLoughlin Healy, J Pender, M Stafford. 

 

Officials Present:   Mr T McDonnell (District Manager), Ms E Wright, Mr L Dunne (Senior 

Executive Officers), Mr O Brady, Mr B Martin, Ms V Cooke 

(Administrative Officers), Mr D Hughes (Municipal District Engineer), Ms 

F Skehan (Meetings Administrator) and Ms K O’Malley (Meetings 

Secretary).  

 

KN01/1017 

Minutes and Progress Report  

The members considered the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 20 September 2017 

together with the progress report. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor Aspell that the 

minutes of the monthly meeting held on 20 September 2017, of the Kildare-Newbridge 

Municipal District be confirmed and taken as read.  The progress report was noted.  

 

KN02/1017 

Matters Arising 

Department of Defence Magee Barracks (KN06/0417) 

In response to Councillor McLoughlin Healy’s request for an update on this item, the 

Municipal District Manager stated that the Department indicated that there are no funds 

available, no funds have come through and there is no indication of funds coming through in 

the future but that the council would continue to try to progress the matter. 

 

Royal Institute of Architects of Ireland (KN21/1703) 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy stated that it is a big problem that there is no progress on this 

item and that she would like it clarified.  In response to Councillor McLoughlin Healy’s 

request for clarification, the Municipal District Manager stated that the Graduate Scheme is 
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not considered appropriate, that it is being reviewed and the members will be advised when 

a decision on how to move forward has been made. 

 

Speeding in Suncroft (KN19/0417) 

In response to Councillor McLoughlin Healy’s request for clarification on this item, Ms Wright 

stated that the county wide speed limit review has commenced and this area is part of it.  Ms 

Wright stated that the Municipal District Engineer will revert to the members regarding this.   

 

Small town centre improvement upgrade at Athgarvan (KN02/0717) (KN11/0617) 

KN02/0917) 

Councillor Lynch stated that this item is still not on the progress report and asked that it be 

put on the progress report even if there is no progress. 

 

Lights in the Meadows, Morristown and Cornelscourt, Newbridge (KN16/0917) 

Councillor Lynch asked what the situation is if the receiver has said that he will give the 

council money to do the lights. 

 

In response to queries on the two items from Councillor Lynch, the Municipal District 

Manager stated that the items will be put on the progress report.  

 

Ó Modhráin Hall – (KN06/0917) 

Councillor Pender expressed her disappointment that no correspondence was received in 

relation to Ó Modhráin Hall.  In response to Councillor Pender’s concern, the Meetings 

Administrator stated that she would follow up directly with the Ó Modhráin Hall Trustees 

Solicitor. 

 

Roadworks at Maddenstown, The Curragh (KN19/0517) 

Councillor Pender stated that it would be great if works on the footpath could be done. 

 

Bus Shelters in Rural Locations (KN21/1610) 

Councillor Pender stated that the members were asked to submit proposals and that she 

asked that while works were being done at the Curragh/Brownstown location that the works 

be tied in together.  In response to Councillor Pender, Ms Wright stated that she received 

correspondence and had forwarded it to the members. Ms Wright stated that there are three 

tables in the correspondence and the National Transport Authority (NTA) do not think 
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provision at the areas in table three are suitable but will discuss it with the council.  Ms 

Wright stated that the works are going to be funded by the NTA which is positive news.   

  

Councillor Doyle stated that she saw the reports from the NTA on bus shelters and it is not 

taking into account the level of cars around the Curragh/Maddenstown area.  Councillor 

Doyle stated that if LPT funding is the “go to” or everything it will not last and that there is no 

autonomy here as the council is so dependent on the NTA.  Councillor Doyle suggested that 

quarterly meetings with the NTA should be arranged. 

 

Councillor Lynch stated that the update on bus shelters is progress and thanked the council 

for progressing the matter. 

 

Local Traffic Access in the Curragh 

Councillor Lynch stated that another letter from the Department of Defence giving notification 

of road closure was issued two hours in advance of the closure and that people dropping 

children to school would not be looking at that.  Councillor Lynch suggested that people be 

notified of set days of road closures in advance and asked that the Department of Defence 

be written to requesting same. 

 

KN03/1017 

Municipal District Road Works 

The Municipal District Engineer updated the members on the municipal district roadworks. 

He stated that works are fully completed at Barrettstown Road/Sexes Road area, Newbridge 

and that works are due to commence in early November on the drainage issues at 

Maddenstown, The Curragh. 

 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy sought clarification on the term Road recycling to which the 

Municipal District Manager replied that it is a way of dealing with bog roads. 

 

KN04/1017 

St. Dominick’s Park Anti Social Behaviour 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor McLoughlin Healy. 

That the council ask for a meeting between residents of St. Dominick’s Park, Gardaí, the 

Municipal District Councillors, the Director of Housing and Municipal District Manager and 

the Peter McVerry Trust to address evidence of increasing levels of anti-social behaviour in 



Kildare County Council  

_________________________________________________________________________ 
Draft Minutes Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District 18/10/17  Page 4 of 19 

and around their estate with a view to delivering a just, sustainable solution for all 

stakeholders. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor McLoughlin Healy, seconded by Councillor Power. 

 

A report was received from the Housing Department informing the members that this matter 

was discussed at the last meeting of the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District JPC and was 

further addressed at a meeting on the 19 of September between the Gardaí, the National 

Director of the Peter McVerry Trust, a representative from the Housing Department and an 

elected representative from the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District.  It was agreed at that 

meeting that regular engagement would take place between the aforementioned parties to 

address any issues and a follow up meeting was held on Thursday 28 September.  Further 

regular engagement will continue in an attempt to reach a viable solution for all parties 

involved. 

 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy stated that she appreciated that the matter was dealt with by 

the JPC but that she has had multiple photos of people passed out and a number of 

residents coming to her to say that no-one has engaged with them.  Councillor McLoughlin 

Healy stated that it is not fair on residents to experience that level of anti social behaviour.  

Councillor McLoughlin Healy asked who had been contacted in St. Dominick’s Park and how 

the information had been given to all residents.  She also stated that stakeholders need to be 

communicated with. 

 

Councillor Aspell stated that he was contacted by residents and that he contacted An Garda 

Síochána.  He stated that he was asked to have a public meeting but it was decided that a 

meeting between An Garda Síochána, the council and the Peter McVerry Trust would be 

held and to date three meetings have been held.  Councillor Aspell stated that An Garda 

Síochána, the council and the Peter McVerry Trust are working together to rectify the 

problem. 

 

The Municipal District Manager stated that a JPC meeting is scheduled in advance of the 

next Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District meeting and suggested that this matter be 

discussed with An Garda Síochána at the JPC meeting.   
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Councillor McLoughlin Healy asked if residents of St. Dominick’s Park would be invited to the 

meeting.  Councillor Aspell stated that An Garda Síochána want to gather more information 

and when this is done they will inform Councillor Aspell.  Councillor McLoughlin Healy asked 

if a timeline can be put on this as residents feel that their concerns are not being 

represented.  Councillor McLoughlin Healy stated that she is asking for the residents of St. 

Dominick’s Park to be engaged with and noted that she found a meeting without the 

residents present to be unacceptable. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McLoughlin Healy, seconded by Councillor Power 

that the members discuss the issue with An Garda Síochána at the next JPC meeting and 

this item to be listed on the progress report for next month. 

 

KN05/1017 

Homeless Support for Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor McCabe. 

That this council investigate what steps it can take to help provide for the needs, whether 

accommodation or other requirements, to support the homeless who are sleeping rough in 

the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District with the winter closing in. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor McCabe, seconded by Councillor Aspell. 

 

A report was received from the Housing Department informing the members that measures 

to support people sleeping rough in the county are currently being considered and a meeting 

is scheduled in the immediate future with an organisation in the voluntary sector with a view 

to bringing forward solutions to this important issue. 

 

Councillor McCabe stated that he is delighted to see that there is something being 

considered to rectify the problem but that more needs to be done as the winter is 

approaching.  He also stated that he is aware of a couple sleeping in a tent but the council 

will not accommodate them together and this is unacceptable, he stated that these issues 

need to be addressed.  Councillor McCabe stated that some homeless people do not wish to 

be accommodated in places such as the Peter McVerry House and that solutions need to be 

found in these circumstances. 

 

Councillor Pender stated that the number of rough sleepers is rising and that a lot of people 

who have received eviction notices have contacted the members.  Councillor Pender stated 
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that some people who present as homeless do not want to go into places such as the Peter 

McVerry House, she further stated that we need to be more proactive and talk to the 

Department of Defence with the amount of vacant buildings they have. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McCabe, seconded by Councillor Aspell that the 

report be noted. 

 

KN06/1017 

Curragh Forum 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor McLoughlin Healy. 

Can the Municipal District Manager provide an update on the response, if any, from the 

Curragh Forum to the municipal district’s invite to update the municipal district on their 

progress since their inception over two years ago in relation to ongoing issues raised by 

councillors at the time regarding illegal encampments, illegal parking, dumping, over-grazing 

and maintenance and management of the Curragh Plains? 

 

A report was received from the Corporate Services Department referring the members to 

attached correspondence to and from the Department of Defence. 

The Meetings Administrator confirmed that a letter was sent in July, no response was 

received but that she spoke to them and there has been a change in personnel and therefore 

they are requesting more time to examine the list of ongoing issues.  The Meetings 

Administrator stated that the Curragh Forum are hoping to meet in November and that 

Kildare County Council has a representative on the Curragh Forum.   

 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy stated that what is being asked is that the Curragh Forum come 

in and give an update and asked the Municipal District Manager how many meetings of the 

Curragh Forum have been held. 

 

The Municipal District Manager stated that three or four meetings have been held. 

 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy requested that the Municipal District Manager report back to 

the meeting on any progress. 

 

The Municipal District Manager confirmed that he will report back on any progress after the 

next meeting of the Curragh Forum. 

The report was noted. 
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KN07/1017 

Role of the Municipal District Manager 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor McLoughlin Healy. 

As legislation is unclear on the role of the Municipal District Manager, can the Chief 

Executive Officer clarify what the nature and extent of the role of the Municipal District 

Manager is within Kildare County Council? 

 

A report was received from the Municipal District Manager informing the members that each 

Director of Service is delegated duties to attend and service a municipal district, on behalf of 

the Chief Executive.  The Director co-ordinates and monitors, in consultation with the 

relevant Director of Service for a specific function,  in terms of the adopted works programme 

as approved by council, the annual budget, and Capital Programme for the municipal district. 

 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy stated that she appreciated there is confusion around the role 

of the Municipal District Manager as it is not set in legislation.  Councillor McLoughlin Healy 

also stated that the members are failing as elected representatives to achieve in a period of 

three years what should be achieved such as the lack of a town design statement and 

shortage of space for sporting facilities although other pieces of land are left idle.  She 

further stated that the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District do not have a traffic management 

plan and asked if there is a role of the Municipal District Manager to help push these issues 

forward. 

 

The Municipal District Manager stated that the role of the Municipal District Manager is their 

primary role as Director of Service such as Housing and Corporate Services in his case and 

also their role on behalf of the Chief Executive. 

The report was noted. 

 

KN08/1017 

Safety Issues on the Green Road 

The members considered the following adjourned motion in the name of Councillor 

McLoughlin Healy. 

That the council provide an update regarding safety issues on the Green Road, including an 

update regarding the lighting audit and a Technical Assessment and Advisory Group (TAAG) 

report to include any progress on discussions with the owner of land fronting the Green Road 

on either side of Newbridge Educate Together National School and Gaelscoil Chill Dara. 
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The motion was proposed by Councillor McLoughlin Healy, seconded by Councillor Lynch. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that this issue is listed on TAAG for assessment.  The Roads 

Department would be open to preliminary discussions with the owner to examine if land can 

be acquired by agreement.  The Public Lighting section will shortly make an assessment for 

lighting on the Green Road in accordance with the Kildare Lighting Infrastructure Priority 

Schedule (KLIPS). 

 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy stated that at the last meeting the council were going to find out 

who the owner is and speak to them.  She also stated that nothing has happened with the 

lighting and that for three years lighting has been looked for on the Green Road and other 

areas. 

 

Ms Wright stated that technical resources are critical at the moment and that the Senior 

Engineer is currently doing work that we have funding for.  Ms Wright also stated that in 

relation to purchase of land, resources are not being diverted to this as there is no funding.  

Ms Wright stated that the Public Lighting Engineer is actively working on lighting requests 

that come within the budget. 

 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy stated that she appreciated the response that had been given 

at the meeting and queried why this response was not given in the report. 

 

The Municipal District Manager stated that as this is an adjourned motion, the report was 

prepared for the July meeting. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McLoughlin Healy, seconded by Councillor Lynch 

that the report be noted. 

 

KN09/1017 

Traffic Management Plan for Kildare Town and Newbridge Town 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor McLoughlin Healy. 

In light of worsening traffic chaos, that we get an update on the status of traffic management 

plan for Kildare Town and Newbridge Town and a plausible explanation for the ongoing 

delay.  In the absence of a delivery date, I reiterate the request to see the current iteration of 

the plan however far from agreement. 
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The motion was proposed by Councillor McLoughlin Healy, seconded by Councillor Lynch. 

 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy stated that she did not receive the tender document due to its 

size by email and asked for the motion to be adjourned.  

 

Ms Wright stated that Mr Morrissey, Director of Service had scheduled a meeting with the 

National Transport Authority (NTA) for Monday 16 October but due to Storm Ophelia the 

meeting was postponed. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McLoughlin Healy, seconded by Councillor Lynch 

that the motion be adjourned. 

 

KN10/1017 

Parking Issues outside Scoil na Naomh Uilig 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Lynch. 

That this council liaise between Scoil na Naomh Uilig and Newbridge Hotspurs to find a 

solution to the significant parking issues outside the school and that we seek to use our 

resources to either tar or stone the area of land (leased by Newbridge Hotspurs from this 

council) to allow this area be used as a car park for parents and alleviate traffic congestion in 

the area. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Lynch, seconded by Councillor McLoughlin Healy. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the Municipal District Office would have serious concerns over 

the use of the leased land as a car park for parents as there is currently no pedestrian 

crossing at this location.  Issues in relation to insurance, safe access and egress to and from 

the site and the security of the site to prevent dumping/illegal encampments would also have 

to be considered. 

 

Councillor Lynch stated that parking matters are going to get worse if a solution is not found.  

He also stated that the soccer club are willing to provide land and that he would appreciate if 

contact could be made with the school and the soccer club as there is a solution available.  

The Municipal District Engineer stated that there might be a drainage issue with the surface 

and that if new arrangements are put in place that a certain amount of responsibility will fall 

on the council.  The Municipal District Engineer also stated that there is a cost involved in 
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this and that the council does not have the funding but that he will look into the matter 

further.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Lynch, seconded by Councillor McLoughlin Healy 

that the Municipal District Engineer look further into the issue of parking outside Scoil na 

Naomh Uilig. 

 

KN11/1017 

Parking Meters in Newbridge and Kildare Town 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor McCabe. 

That the new parking meters installed in Newbridge and Kildare Town be reprogrammed to 

refund money when transactions are cancelled as this is not the case at present. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor McCabe, seconded by Councillor Lynch. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the parking machines referred to were on a pilot/trial basis, 

which was initially intended as a short-term three month trial to see the take up of 

contactless transactions.  As it has now been agreed to extend the pilot, six new machines 

with coin return slots will be installed at no cost to Kildare County Council.  This is expected 

in the coming weeks. 

 

Councillor McCabe stated that the public are becoming frustrated as they are unable to 

receive change from the new parking meters. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McCabe, seconded by Councillor Lynch that the 

report be noted.  

 

KN12/1017 

Works at Friary Road and White Abbey Road Junction 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Pender. 

That the council carry out works to improve the visibility at the junction where the Friary road 

meets the White Abbey road near the Education Centre in Kildare Town. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Pender, seconded by Councillor Stafford. 
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A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that it would not be possible to improve visibility at this junction in the 

absence of funding as this work would involve land acquisition and possibly the diversion of 

services and other related costs.  However, the Municipal District Office can arrange for the 

road markings and signage at this location to be re-assessed. 

 

Councillor Pender stated that there are two junctions with poor visibility at this location.  She 

also stated that it is not a case of the public speeding and that if there is an option of group 

signage, she would appreciate this be looked at but a longer term solution would be 

preferable. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Pender, seconded by Councillor Stafford that the 

report be noted.  

 

KN13/1017 

Resurfacing/Surface Dressing Programme Leinster Walk 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Stafford. 

That the council add Leinster Walk, Kildare to the resurfacing/surface dressing programme 

for 2018, as the road in this location has not been attended to for some time. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Stafford, seconded by Councillor Aspell. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the Municipal District Office will assess this location for possible 

resurfacing in 2018.  Any resurfacing will be dependent on funding being provided.  This 

area might suitable for funding under LPT/Pay Parking for 2018 if the members wish to 

consider same. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Stafford, seconded by Councillor Aspell that the 

report be noted. 

 

KN14/1017 

Public Lighting on Allenwood to Kilmeague Road 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Lynch. 

When upcoming proposed works are being carried out on the Allenwood to Kilmeague road 

(before Lowtown), can public lighting or any other safety infrastructure be considered for 

installation here at the same time? 
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A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that this will be referred to the public lighting section for 

consideration. 

The report was noted. 

 

KN15/1017 

Use of Chicanes in Housing Estates 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor McCabe. 

Will the council consider using chicanes as a speed control mechanism in housing estates 

such as The Oaks and in areas where speeding is identified as a problem throughout our 

municipal district, as has been done in Mount Merrion Avenue in Dublin? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the council is awaiting the outcome of an examination of this 

issue by the Department of Transport Tourism and Sport Advisory Service based at the 

National Roads Design Office, Co. Kildare.  The timeline for this report is not currently known 

and while the council’s Roads Department would welcome the move from ramps to chicanes 

in housing estates, this requires complex design input and technical resources.  

The report was noted. 

 

KN16/1017 

Road Markings on Dunmurray Road 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Pender. 

Can the council let us know when the road markings will be carried out on the bend before 

the railway bridge out the Dunmurray road in Kildare Town? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the area will be included in the ongoing road marking works 

being carried out in 2017 which should be completed by November 2017. 

 

Councillor Pender stated that she appreciated that these works are ongoing but that this was 

requested almost two years ago.  She also stated that the bend is sharp going out the 

Dunmurray road and that people are cutting across the road and that if road linings could be 

layed people would not veer to the wrong side. 

The report was noted. 
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KN17/1017 

Flooding in Suncroft 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Stafford. 

That the council identify the causes of flooding in Suncroft possibly from poor runoff in 

Newtown Grove and Churchview Estate and rectify same. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Stafford, seconded by Councillor Aspell. 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the Municipal District Office will inspect both locations to 

investigate the issues raised and report back to the members. (It should be noted that 

Newtown Grove is not in charge of Kildare County Council so it will not be possible to carry 

out works within the estate).  

 

A further report was received from the Environment Department informing the members that 

Suncroft is in an Area of Further Assessment (AFA) in the OPWs CFRAMs Draft Flood 

Management Plans. Kildare County Council will seek funding from the OPW once the 

CFRAMs Draft Flood Management Plans have been approved and adopted. 

 

Councillor Stafford stated that he noted the report that Newtown Grove is not in charge of 

Kildare County Council but that the water is draining from the road and collecting inside the 

estate, the problem is coming from the road and not from the estate and this is the same in 

both Newtown Grove and Churchview Estate.  Councillor Stafford asked the Municipal 

District Engineer to have a look at the issue. 

 

The Municipal District Engineer stated that cleaning and drainage work had been done in 

front of the graveyard in the last fortnight.  The Muncipal District Engineer gave a 

commitment that he would inspect the location with a view to identifying the problem.  He 

also stated that work at Churchview Estate may be considered for LPT funding next year. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Stafford, seconded by Councillor Aspell that the 

report be noted and that the Municipal District Engineer inspect the location with a view to 

identifying the problem. 
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KN18/1017 

Land on Cutlery Road 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Lynch. 

Has this council proceeded with the process under the Derelict Sites Act on the green scrub 

area of unregistered land on Cutlery Road (beside but separate to Ó’Modhrain Hall) and 

what is the status of same? 

 

A report was received from the Environment Department informing the members that this 

site will be examined to determine if it is considered derelict.  The members will be kept 

informed on progress. 

 

Councillor Lynch stated that this area is derelict and overgrown a long time and that it has 

been identified that there is no registered owner.  Councillor Lynch asked that this should be 

progressed.  

The report was noted. 

 

KN19/1017 

Construction and Demolition Waste at Ballykelly 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Stafford. 

Can the council confirm what steps are being taken to regulate the drawing of construction 

and demolition waste to a site at Ballykelly, Monasterevin on foot of complaints that the road 

network in the vicinity cannot cope with the volume of traffic? 

 

A report was received from the Environment Department informing the members that the 

Environment section and Planning section are working proactively with the Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) in relation to activities at this site. 

 

Councillor Stafford stated that the issue is not in relation to the pit itself but to lorries using 

different routes to access the site as the road network is not sufficient to maintain that level 

of usage. 

The report was noted. 
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KN20/1017 

Policy on Walls 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Lynch. 

That this council creates a clear cut policy on walls considering the huge difficulties residents 

at Moore Avenue/Curragh Grange have recently been subjected to, and the current 

difficulties residents at Kilbelin and Standhouse are having in getting clear answers in terms 

of what the council’s obligations are or any information surrounding same. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Lynch, seconded by Councillor Stafford. 

 

A report was received from the Planning and Strategic Development Department informing 

the members that the planning policy regarding the construction of walls is clearly set out in 

the Exempt Development Regulations.  Any wall that does not comply with the conditions of 

the Exempt Development Regulations requires planning permission. 

 

Councillor Lynch stated that he had been unsuccessful in getting an answer to this query for 

the past six to eight months and queried if an estate has been taken in charge, who is 

responsible for erecting a wall.  He also queried that if a wall is a boundary wall, who puts 

the wall up.   

 

Councillor Stafford stated that the issue of boundaries between neighbours is very difficult for 

the council to get involved in and that in relation to walls in general, at County Development 

Plan stage, it was agreed that boundary walls should be walls and not posts or rails. 

 

The Meetings Administrator asked for clarification in relation to the query on boundary walls, 

if it is between two houses or two estates.  Councillor Lynch stated it is between the public 

road and green area and also a second wall between two estates.  

 

The Meetings Administrator stated that the query is still under investigation and a response 

will be issued on the Progress Report next month.   

 

Councillor Lynch stated that he wanted to be able to tell people what the council’s policy is in 

relation to this matter. 
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Councillor McLoughlin Healy stated that the motion should be broadened to ensure it covers 

boundaries and that queries are being received in relation to fences and not just walls.  She 

also stated that a policy or model should be put in place. 

 

Councillor McCabe stated that there needs to be a greater overview in terms of boundaries 

and closing off of estates as some areas should be closed off due to anti social behaviour. 

 

Ms Cooke informed the members that as part of the County Development Plan review, 

policies in relation to connecting communities can be included. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Lynch, seconded by Councillor Stafford that a 

response is issued by the Parks Department on the Progress Report for next month. 

 

KN21/1017 

Taking in charge of Ballintine Park and Mountrice Mill 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Stafford. 

Can members have an update on the taking in charge of estates in the municipal district with 

outstanding developer infrastructure, such as Ballintine Park and Mountrice Mill? 

 

 A report was received from the Planning and Strategic Development Department informing 

the members that in November 2014, Irish Water introduced a protocol which provided a 

process for the taking in charge of housing developments.  Any developments which had a 

Waste Water Treatment Plant which is not connected to the public network or a private water 

supply which is not connected to the public network, defined by Irish Water as Developer 

Provided Infrastructure (DPI), were specifically excluded from this protocol.  Until a protocol 

for the taking in charge of developments with DPI is introduced by Irish Water, the taking in 

charge of developments with DPI cannot be considered by the council. 

 

Councillor Stafford asked for a list to be prepared of estates in the municipal district that 

have Developer Provided Infrastructure (DPI) as there seems to be very little or no progress 

in relation to these estates.  

 

Ms Cooke stated that she would query with the Building Control Section the number of 

estates with DPI.   

The report was noted. 
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KN22/1017 

Community Garden Scheme 

The members considered the following adjourned motion in the name of Councillor 

McLoughlin Healy. 

That the council work together with interested community groups including local Grow It 

Yourself (GIY) groups to help identify locations around the district for the development of a 

community garden scheme. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor McLoughlin Healy, seconded by Councillor Pender. 

 

A report was received from the Economic, Community and Cultural Development 

Department informing the members that Kildare County Council has no objection in principle 

to the development of community gardens.  More information is required in relation to the 

location of the interest groups and their expectations as our experience to date has been that 

there is different aspirations as to the size, function and design of the gardens. There is 

limited land available in the municipal area for recreational activities such as this. Much of 

what is available has been highlighted to the municipal district members already.  Any 

additional work related to this request could only be considered once the existing Parks 

section works programme has been completed.  

 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy stated that the motion was inspired by Cottage Market in 

Newbridge which is a fantastic enterprise attracting huge numbers and suggested that a pilot 

community garden be initiated in Dara Park to extend and grow a community garden 

scheme.   

 

Councillor Lynch stated that he supported the motion and that the Environment Department 

may not have the resources for this scheme but that the Local Enterprise Office (LEO) might 

have resources to help.  Councillor Lynch asked that it be brought to LEO for consideration 

and a report be issued next month to progress the matter. 

 

The Municipal District Manager agreed that a report be issued on the Progress Report for 

next month.   

 

The Meetings Administrator asked the members if they would agree to her seeking advice 

from other councils on the setting up of such a scheme, the members agreed.  
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Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McLoughlin Healy, seconded by Councillor Pender 

that a report is issued on the Progress Report next month. 

 

KN23/1017 

Landscaping plan for Dara Park 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Pender. 

That Kildare County Council implement a three year landscaping plan for Dara Park as 

suggested recently by a landscape architect. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Pender, seconded by Councillor McLoughlin Healy. 

 

A report was received from the Economic, Community and Cultural Development 

Department informing the members that this motion has budgetary implications and any 

works required will need to have funding identified to carry them.  The work will also have to 

be considered in the context of the various other projects already requested within the 

Municipal Area. 

 

Councillor Pender stated that when the Landscape Architect examined Dara Park, a number 

of key areas that needed to be addressed were identified and a three year plan was 

proposed.  She also stated that the soil was destroyed and is now full of rocks and debris but 

if the area was cleaned up it would be ideal to pilot the Grow It Yourself (GIY) allotments. 

Councillor Pender asked that the landscaping plan for Dara Park be examined in conjunction 

with Councillor McLoughlin Healy’s motion in relation to community garden scheme. 

 

The Municipal District Manager stated that he would discuss the matter with the Director of 

Service for the Environment Department. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Pender, seconded by Councillor McLoughlin Healy 

that the report be noted and the Municipal District Manager discuss the matter with the 

Director of Service for the Environment Department. 
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KN24/1017 

Rates Valuation Office 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor McCabe. 

Will the council investigate the fact that the Rates Valuation Office are making errors with 

their calculations in Newbridge, in particular in basement and first floor rating values, as 

rates are high enough without paying more for incorrect valuations? 

 

A report was received from the Finance Department informing the members that Kildare 

County Council has no role in the determination of the valuations, or in the calculation of 

same.  It is a matter for each individual ratepayer to address with the Valuation Office.  The 

Valuation Office is an independent body who under the Valuation Acts 2001-2015 has the 

sole responsibility for the maintenance of valuation lists of all commercial properties in the 

State which are used by all local authorities in the calculation of rates.  Proposed Valuation 

Certificates were sent to all rate payers in March 2017.  The individual rate payers then had 

until 18 April 2017 to lodge representations to the Valuation Office if they felt the valuations 

were too high or calculated incorrectly.  In addition, in April 2017 the Valuation Office held 

walk in clinics in Kildare to give rate payers the opportunity to discuss the proposed 

valuations.  Final Valuation Certificates were issued on 15 September 2017 and rate payers 

then had until 12 October 2017 to lodge an appeal to the Valuation Tribunal if they were not 

happy with their valuations.  In September 2017 the Valuation Office also held walk in clinics 

in Kildare for any rate payers to discuss their final valuations.  I referred this motion to the 

Valuation Office for their observations and their reply is attached. 

 

Councillor McCabe stated that the clinics that were held were a box ticking exercise and that 

the online process is frustrating.  He also stated that there is no template for a person to 

determine what the rate will be and that individual businesses should be able to calculate 

their own rates without difficulty.  Councillor McCabe stated that there was no proper 

discussion around the rates process and that people are experiencing difficulties paying 

rates.  He also stated that it is difficult for businesses to survive in the current climate whilst 

paying these high rates. 

The report was noted.  

 

 
 

The meeting concluded. 


