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Draft Minutes of Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District Meeting 

held at 10.00 a.m. on Wednesday, 17 February 2016 

in the council Chamber, Aras Chill Dara 

 

Members Present: Councillors P Kennedy (Mayor), S Doyle, M Lynch  

 M McCabe, F McLoughlin Healy, F O’Loughlin, J Pender, S Power,  

M Stafford. 

 

Officials Present:   Mr T Mc Donnell (District Manager), Mr D McNulty (District Engineer), 

Ms M McIvor (Senior Executive Officer), Mr G Duff (A/Senior Executive 

Officer), Mr W Hannigan (Senior Executive Engineer), Ms E O’Brien 

(Executive Engineer), Ms V Cooke and Mr B O’Gorman (Administrative 

Officers), Mr S Cunningham (Staff Officer), Ms A Aspell (Meetings 

Administrator) and Ms E Price (Meetings Secretary). 

 

 

The Mayor began the meeting by formally welcoming Councillor Morgan McCabe to his first 

official Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District meeting. 

 
KN01/1602 

Minutes and Progress Report 

The members considered the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 20 January 2016 

together with the progress report. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Doyle, seconded by Councillor Stafford that the 

minutes be confirmed and taken as read.  The progress report was noted. 

 
KN02/1602 

Draft Control of Horses (Newbridge Urban Area) Bye-Laws 2016 

The members were advised that the draft Bye-Laws, called the ‘Kildare County Council 

(Newbridge) Control of Horses Bye-Laws 2016’ have been prepared and will be available for 

inspection from 24 February 2016 to 30 March 2016 at Áras Chill Dara and Newbridge 

Library and written submissions can be made up to 13 April 2016.  Once the public 

consultation period has ended a further report will issue to the members.  
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Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Doyle, seconded by Councillor Stafford and agreed 

by the members that the statutory consultation period on the notice of proposal to make 

Kildare County Council (Newbridge) Control of Horses Byelaws 2016, commence. 

 

KN03/1602 

Tankardsgarden Halting Site 

The committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Power.  

That the council provide a full update on the progress made and future plans for the 

development of the Tankardsgarden halting site. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Power and seconded by Councillor Doyle. 

 

A report from the Housing Department was circulated to the members advising them that the 

council has a Part VIII for an eight bay halting site and has Departmental approval to 

proceed to appoint a design team with a project budget of €1.85 million.   The council is 

finalising the brief ahead of appointing a design team. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Power and seconded by Councillor Doyle that the 

report be noted and the District Manager will update Councillor Power. 

 

KN04/1602 

Emergency Outreach Service in the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District 

The committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor McLoughlin Healy.  

That the council collaborate with organisations working to help the homeless to pilot an 

emergency outreach service in the Kildare-Newbridge district that would register someone 

as homeless as and where they are found. The length of time a person is homeless is 

extended because a vulnerable homeless person in many instances is either unable to or 

unwilling to travel to Kildare County Council to register as homeless. If we are failing to get 

vulnerable homeless people with no resources to travel to Naas to register as homeless then 

we as a Council have a moral duty to explore options to make it as easy as possible for a 

homeless person to register with our homeless services. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor McLoughlin Healy and seconded by Councillor 

Stafford.  
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A report from the Housing Department was circulated to the members advising that the 

council already collaborates with a number of homeless services organisations with regard to 

identifying homeless persons.  The council has three homeless support workers, one each 

from Dublin Simon, The Peter McVerry Trust and Focus Ireland who are all linked into their 

parent organisation where information regarding homeless persons is relayed.  In addition 

the council has two homeless outreach workers who go out and identify and meet with 

homeless persons at the location they are at. The outreach workers also link in with the 

Prison Service, An Garda Síochána and Hospitals where persons are due to be released 

into homelessness.  Our Homeless Action Team which comprises of personnel from 

Homeless Service Providers, the Health Services Executive, the Department of Social 

Protection, the Department of Justice and Equality and Kildare County Council has been 

operational for the last year and any identified homeless persons are brought up at this 

meeting where appropriate action is agreed for the homeless person. In addition, an   

Emergency Out of Hours Service, in conjunction with the Peter McVerry Trust is available. 

This out of hours service provides advice and information to those at risk of or experiencing 

homelessness.  The members were advised if they have details on a vulnerable homeless 

person please that they should pass on this information to the Homeless Section of Kildare 

County Council.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McLoughlin Healy and seconded by Councillor 

Stafford, that the report be noted.  

 

KN05/1602 

Task Force for Young People at Risk 

The committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor O’Loughlin. 

In consideration of the fact that Kildare has the lowest spend on young people at risk in the 

country, that the Community and Housing Directors set up a meeting with TUSLA with a view 

to setting up a task force in the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District together with all 

stakeholders to scope the issues, impact and seek to source funding to address issues 

arising (as a pilot scheme). 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor O’Loughlin and seconded by Councillor Doyle.  

 

A report from the Community and Development section was circulated advising the member 

that the challenges in responding to increasing demands on services for children and young 

people are agreed. The Children and Young Peoples Services Committee (CYPSC) is in 
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place to provide an integrated approach to responding to the needs of children/young people 

in our county. Work is ongoing through the work of the CYPSC (which Tusla chair and 

Director of Services vice chair), to highlight funding and service deficits for Kildare. The 

LECP also highlights the need to strengthen services and supports for children/young people 

particularly the most vulnerable.  The report advised that the motion would be forwarded to 

the CYPSC for consideration. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor O’Loughlin and seconded by Councillor Doyle that 

the motion be referred to the Children and Young Peoples Services Committee (CYPSC).   

 

KN06/1602 

Proposed House Builds in the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District 

The committee considered the following question in the name of Councillor Power. 

When was the last local authority house built in the Kildare-Newbridge area and how many 

houses are due to commence building this year?  

 

A report from the Housing Department was circulated to the members outlining the statistics 

on the number of houses completed in 2008 and further advised the members that the 

council will commence construction of 13 houses on the Athgarvan Road, Newbridge in 

2016.  The report noted that other schemes in Rathangan, Kildare Town, Athgarvan and 

Tankardsgarden are currently at planning and approval stages.   

 

Councillor Power noted that the residents of the now demolished houses on the Athgarvan 

Road had been relocated some time ago and questioned the time it has taken since their 

relocation to progress the development.   He asked if the council had learned any lessons 

from this.  The District Manager advised that he will examine the issues raised. 

Resolved the District Manager to examine the issues in relation to the houses on the 

Athgarvan Road and the time it has taken to progress the development.    

 

KN07/1602 

Anti-Social Behaviour 

The committee considered the following question in the name of Councillor O’Loughlin. 

Without a doubt, one of the biggest problems that we have in the county is anti-social 

behaviour of residents towards neighbours. Can we have a report on the number of anti 

social incidences reported among our tenants in the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District, 

and how many of these were resolved within the last 24 months? Can we explore methods 
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used in other countries at local authority level to help eradicate this, and encourage an ethos 

of respect? The home school-liaison programme is a great example of how some issues can 

be tackled. Whilst this is an issue county and indeed country wide I suggest that we set up a 

pilot scheme. 

 

A report from the Housing Department was circulated to the members advising them on the 

statistics on breach of tenancy in the Kildare -Newbridge Municipal District during 2014-

2015.  The report advised that not all cases would have involved Anti-Social Behaviour.  

Anti-Social Behaviour is defined under Section 1 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions ) 

Act 1997, as amended, and accordingly only those cases can be classified as Anti-Social 

Behaviour and dealt with as such under housing legislation.  Some cases would have 

involved multiple breaches, including Anti-Social Behaviour.  15%, (33 cases) would have 

involved actual Anti-Social Behaviour issues. The report advises that these figures do not 

include Rental Accommodation Scheme (Chapter 4) tenancies or private houses, as those 

cases are dealt with by private landlords via the Residential Tenancies Act 2004. Similarly, 

cases of Anti-Social Behaviour against our tenants committed by private residents or private 

tenants are not under the Tenant Liaison Officer's jurisdiction.  All cases of Anti-Social 

Behaviour that were under the council’s jurisdiction in this period were brought to a 

satisfactory conclusion using our procedures and, in one case, an Excluding Order was 

brought against a person who was not a tenant, banning him for a period of three years from 

an estate in Newbridge.  Many cases where Anti-Social Behaviour was alleged to have been 

committed by our tenants were unproven following investigation and, similarly, are not 

counted within the 33 cases cited above.  A further report from the Community and Culture 

Department was circulated advising the members that the Community and Culture 

Department provides support to communities in Kildare to help build the capacities of both 

individuals and groups to respond to the various issues and needs that arise. Grant schemes 

and direct interventions by the council’s community development workers assist in 

addressing the needs highlighted.  The members were advised that the council works closely 

with the relevant key agencies and support or run a number of initiatives in Kildare such as 

Pride Of Place, Sport Partnership Community Programmes, Youth projects and the Garda 

Diversion programmes.  

Resolved that the report be noted.  
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KN08/1602 

Provision of a Boardwalk at St Conleth’s Bridge, Newbridge 

The committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Power. 

In view of the traffic and pedestrian congestion between the schools and St Conleth’s bridge 

that this council would agree to support the provision of a boardwalk under the bridge and if 

an approximate cost for same could be provided. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Power and seconded by Councillor Doyle. 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising that, as part of the Local Property Tax/Pay Parking Funded works for 

2016 a proposal has been put forward for the design of a boardwalk along the River Liffey 

which will include this area. The report advises that the design will examine the suitability of 

a boardwalk under the bridge taking into account the variance of the river level during flood 

events. Until this study has been completed the municipal district office is not in a position to 

support the provision of a boardwalk.   

 

Councillor Power queried when the study might be completed. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Power and seconded by Councillor Doyle that 

municipal district office inform the members of the completion date of the study. 

 

KN09/1602 

Pedestrian Crossing at the Orchard Park, The Curragh 

The committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Pender.  

That the council explore the possibility of reinstating the pedestrian crossing from the main 

bus stop to Orchard Park, The Curragh. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Pender and seconded by Councillor Kennedy. 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising that the old pedestrian crossing which existed at the bus stop near 

Orchard Park, the Curragh is beyond repair and has not operated for a number of years. In 

order to provide a pedestrian crossing to comply with current standards at this location a 

significant amount of works would have to be undertaken. These works would include 

additional footpaths, public lighting, new power supply, an underground road crossing, 
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additional signage, speed survey, possible revised layout of bus stops etcetera. The 

members were advised that there is currently no funding available to provide new pedestrian 

crossings in the county. However, if a source of funding can be identified a design for the 

crossing can then be undertaken.   

 

Councillor Pender advised she had written to the Department of Defence to see if it would 

provide funding toward the project but had not received a response.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Pender and seconded by Councillor Kennedy that 

the issue be discussed at the upcoming Local Property Tax/Pay Parking meeting due to be 

held in camera on 7 March 2016.  

 

KN10/1602 

Footpaths and Accessibility Issues on Public Thoroughfares, Kildare Town 

The committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Pender. 

That the council assess the footpaths and public thoroughfares in Kildare Town for 

accessibility and mobility and to ensure proper enforcement of parking laws around schools 

especially so as not to obstruct access to footpaths for wheelchair users, pushchairs and 

other mobility service users.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Pender and seconded by Doyle 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising that the municipal district office has examined this issue. It is noted that 

the motion identifies two issues. The first relates to the assessment of footpaths in relation to 

accessibility and mobility. The members were advised that a study of the major towns in the 

county including Kildare Town was undertaken by Crean Salley Architects in 2008. The 

report highlighted accessibility issues within the town and provided an estimated cost for the 

works at €970,000.  The office advised that some issues have been addressed as part of 

other project works in the town. Based on the level of detail in the report undertaken in 2008 

the municipal district office is satisfied that it is a fair reflection of the town today. The issue 

preventing the implementation of the report in full is the availability of funding. To date 

adequate funding or a possible funding source has not been made available. The second 

issue relates to the enforcement of bye laws within the town. Parking Wardens do patrol the 

town and issue fines for illegal parking.  
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Councillor Pender expressed concerns about pedestrians having to walk on the road, 

particularly in the area of schools due to cars parking on footpaths.  Councillor Doyle also 

queried why kerbs are so high.  The Municipal District Engineer assured the members that 

kerbing is at the required height and also advised the members to notify roads administration 

if they are aware of persistent parking infringements in an area so parking wardens can be 

directed to that particular area.  The office advised that additional signage could be looked at 

in relation to illegal parking.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Pender and seconded by Councillor Doyle that the 

municipal district office examines possible sources of funding that may allow the works to be 

done incrementally.  The municipal district office to look at erecting additional signage in 

relation to illegal parking on footpaths. 

 

KN11/1602 

Deficiencies in Public Lighting 

The committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Stafford. 

That the council address the deficiencies in public lighting at:- 

- Green Road, Kildare between the Railway Bridge and Loughminane 

- Between Rosemount Court and Athgarvan village centre 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor Power.  

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising that the Public Lighting Unit have noted these locations and will undertake 

an assessment of the lighting provisions and identify any deficiencies. The installation of any 

new lighting will be subject to prioritisation of new installations within the county subject to 

needs assessment and to available funding.  Following discussion from the members in 

relation to a number of areas where there appear to be deficiencies in public lighting in the 

Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District, it was agreed that the public lighting unit would be 

requested to attend the next meeting of the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District to report on 

the matter. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor Power that the 

Public Lighting Unit be requested to attend the next meeting of the Kildare-Newbridge 

Municipal District. 
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KN12/1602 

SCOOT System, Newbridge 

The committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor O’Loughlin. 

Despite the aspiration of having a second and third bridge in Newbridge to alleviate the 

traffic, in the short term we urgently need a traffic management plan to deal with the chaos at 

specific times. The SCOOT system is evidently not working, and the council needs to 

develop a secondary plan to deal with the situation. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor O’Loughlin and seconded by Councillor Doyle. 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising that the traffic congestion experienced in Newbridge is identical to other 

busy towns with one river crossing. Due to the high demand and resultant volume of traffic at 

peak times, several traffic junctions operate over their capacity, thereby resulting in queuing 

and delays. The report advised that the urban traffic control system SCOOT manages and 

co-ordinates the junctions in order to best maximise the capacity of the junctions. The 

SCOOT system cannot completely eradicate queuing where the physical infrastructure is 

limited and junctions are over capacity. The system manages the junctions in order to 

maximise the effectiveness of the junctions and to minimise queuing. It should be noted that 

whenever SCOOT has not been operating in major towns in the County that traffic disruption 

is far greater than when the system is operating.  The municipal district office advised the 

members that it is planned to revalidate/calibrate the SCOOT system in Newbridge later in 

the year, in order to best reflect the current traffic patterns/flows within the town.   

 

Following discussion between the members in relation to various issues regarding the 

system and the possible timeframe for the revalidation/calibration of the system, it was 

agreed that the members would hold a separate in camera meeting to discuss these and 

other roads issues. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor O’Loughlin and seconded by Councillor Doyle that 

the members arrange an in-camera meeting with the Roads, Transportation and Public 

Safety Department on the 7 March 2016.  
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KN13/1602 

Traffic Calming Measures in Athgarvan 

The committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Lynch. 

That this council takes steps, which does not include flashing lights or signposts, to slow 

traffic on the hill at Athgarvan which is causing distress to parents with young children. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Lynch and seconded by Councillor Doyle. 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising that the municipal district office will arrange to have a traffic survey 

undertaken in the area to quantify the issue. This survey will include volume and of traffic 

and speed detection.  When completed the office will determine whether or not action is 

required and the resulting budget requirement. The office will have an update for the April 

2016 meeting. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Lynch and seconded by Councillor Doyle that the 

municipal district office update the members on the results of the survey at the Kildare-

Newbridge Municipal District meeting in April. 

 

KN14/1602 

Road Repairs, Kilmeague and Rathangan 

The committee considered the following question in the name of Councillor Lynch. 

Can the council cost the re-introduction of normal road surfaces at the locations listed below 

and make provisions to have this work scheduled and to be carried out under the general 

roads budget as these roadway's have not been re surfaced apart from pothole repairs since 

their laying? 

1) Roadway at Coolaght, Kilmeague.  

2) Roadway at Drumsru, Rathangan off the R414.  

3) Roadway behind Hawkfield GAA Club, Newbridge off the L7039. 

All are in a considerable state of disrepair and residents are having damage done to their 

cars, particularly over the past winter period. 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising that the municipal district office has examined the roads in question and 

costed the road surface upgrade works as follows; 1) Roadway at Coolaght, Kilmeague – 

The office advised that the road is approximately 1.2km in length and from examination it is 
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evident that there are a number of drainage issues along the road resulting from the filling of 

drains. The office advised that as part of any works this will need to be addressed. The 

estimated cost of completing the drainage and road resurfacing works is €70,000. Following 

the initial inspection the Municipal District Road Crew have undertaken pothole repairs along 

the route. The office advised that the road will be monitored and remedial repairs will be 

undertaken as required.   

2) Roadway at Drumsru, Rathangan off the R414 – The office advised that the road is 

approximately 1.1km in length and the estimated cost of works required is €45,000. The road 

will be monitored and remedial repairs will be undertaken as required.   

3) Roadway behind Hawkfield GAA Club, Newbridge off the L7039 – The office advised that 

road which services housing is approximately 450m in length, 250m of which is in the charge 

of Kildare County Council. The cost of completing the works is as follows: Kildare County 

Council section (250m) - €15,000; Private section (200m) - €14,000.  The office advised that 

over the years the municipal district office has had queries in relation to the maintenance of 

the private section of the lane. In the last two months additional queries have been made. At 

all times the residents have been advised and encouraged to utilise the Local Improvement 

Scheme as a means to bring the road up to the standard required for the Council to take it in 

charge. As a gesture of good will the Municipal District Road Crew has undertaken repairs in 

recent weeks, however the residents have been advised that this is a once-off and that any 

further maintenance will have to be undertaken by the residents until the road is taken in 

charge by the Council.   

Resolved that the municipal district office undertake any necessary repairs to the roadway 

at Coolaght, Kilmeague and to the roadway at Drumsru, Rathangan off the R414. 

 

KN15/1602 

Road Surface Improvements at Chapel Lane/Hill, Lourdesville, Kildare Town 

The committee considered the following question in the name of Councillor Pender. 

Do the council have any plans to improve the road surface at Chapel Lane/Hill at 

Lourdesville, Kildare Town? 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising that the municipal district office is currently compiling the road works 

programme for 2016 and this section of road will be included for consideration. 

Resolved that the report be noted.  
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KN16/1602 

Sightlines at Kinneagh Cross, The Curragh 

Then committee considered the following question in the name of Councillor Stafford. 

Can the council conduct an investigation into the sight-lines at Kinneagh Cross, The Curragh 

and carry out any necessary works to improve road safety at this location? 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising that the municipal district office will examine the issue and report back for 

the March 2016 meeting. 

Resolved the municipal district office report back to the members at the March 2016 Kildare-

Newbridge Municipal District meeting.  

 

KN17/1602 

Footpaths and Traffic Calming Measures in Athgarvan 

The committee agreed to consider the following two questions together in the names of 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy and Councillor O’Loughlin (Agenda item no 17 and Agenda 

item no 19) 

Can the council review the area between Rosemount Court to Athgarvan cross for the safety 

of children walking to and from Athgarvan School? There is no footpath at all from 

Rosemount Court to Athgarvan Cross to facilitate children walking to and from school. It is 

over a year ago since I requested a hidden entrance sign for Rosemount Court to warn 

drivers of the entrance/exit which is hidden from the view of drivers who speed up to get to a 

green light at the crossroads. (Councillor McLoughlin Healy) 

Can the council incorporate footpath and traffic calming from Rosemount Court to Athgarvan 

Inn, i.e. the approach road from Two Mile House to Athgarvan Inn? (Councillor O’Loughlin) 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising that the municipal district office has examined this issue on numerous 

occasions following requests from Councillors.  Due to current road widths it is not possible 

to construct a footpath on this section of road without significant land take from private 

properties. An alternate route through Athgarvan Heights was to be provided via the 

proposed Athgarvan Road Realignment. However, due to funding limitations this work has 

not advanced. The municipal district office will examine the possibility of an interim measure 

until this road is delivered. A costing for this interim proposal will be available for the March 

2016 meeting.   
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Councillor McLoughlin Healy queried if signage could be made available for a concealed 

entrance along the route.  The Municipal District Engineer said he would examine this issue.  

Councillor O’Loughlin acknowledged the limitations and said she would welcome the costing 

for an interim measure at the next meeting.  

Resolved that the municipal district office examine the issues in relation to signage at 

concealed entrances and prepare a costing for possible interim measures along this route.  

 

KN18/1602 

Pay-Parking/Litter Management 

The committee considered the following question in the name of Councillor McLoughlin 

Healy. 

Can the council provide the breakdown of the pay-parking review, specifically addressing 

how the escalating litter issue in the district will be addressed if pay-parking is to remain with 

a private company? 

 

When asked to clarify the exact nature of the question, Councillor McLoughlin Healy 

explained that she wanted to know what was happening with the countywide review of pay 

parking as she was concerned that the litter problem in Newbridge would be ignored if the 

decision was to retain the pay parking contractor whose wardens do not enforce litter. It was 

confirmed to her that the contractor wardens do not enforce litter and that the review has 

retained this position. It was explained that litter management will be enforced by the 

council's own wardens in all areas of the county including pay parking areas and by the 

community wardens in Naas and Athy.  Councillor McLoughlin Healy asked how far had the 

review progressed and was advised that it had been submitted to the Corporate Policy 

Group (CPG) by the Strategic Policy Committee and, if approved by the CPG, it would be 

submitted to Full Council for consideration. 

Resolved that the report be noted.  

 

KN19/1602 

Traffic Survey on Dunmurray/Rathbride Link Road 

The committee considered the following question in the name of Councillor Doyle.  

Will a traffic count and speed survey be carried out on new Dunmurray/ Rathbride Link 

Road, and if not can this be arranged in order to determine traffic speeds? 
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A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising that the municipal district office will undertake a traffic survey on the new 

road in the coming weeks. The report explained that it is advisable to allow time for traffic 

flows to settle and to become accustomed to the environs. The Office will arrange for a count 

to be undertaken in early March 2016.   

 

Councillor Doyle asked the municipal district office if they could ensure the survey is not 

conducted during the Easter period so the schools traffic can be accounted for. 

Resolved that the municipal district office update the members once the traffic count is 

complete.  

KN20/1602 

Analysis of Revenues Accrued from Pay Parking in Newbridge 

Can we get an analyses of revenues accrued from pay parking in Newbridge that 

demonstrates levels of parking demand throughout the weekly cycle with details of times, 

location and associated revenue? 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising that due to the volume of information required it has not been possible to 

provide a report to the Members for this meeting. However, a report the municipal district 

office stated that the report should be available for the next meeting, but if completed earlier 

then it will be circulated to the Members.  

Resolved that the report be circulated to the members at the March meeting of the Kildare-

Newbridge Municipal District. 

 

KN21/1602 

Footpath at Kilbelin Park, Newbridge 

The committee considered the following question in the name of Councillor Lynch. 

Can this council cost the installation of pedestrian footpath for residents of Kilbelin Park, 

Newbridge to access their estate from the main road footpath? 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising that the municipal district office has examined this issue and the 

estimated cost is €28,000 for the proposed construction of 180 metres of footpath and 

associated works.  

Resolved that the report be noted.  
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The Mayor and the members thanked Mr McNulty, Municipal District Engineer for the 

dedication and commitment he had shown to the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District and 

wished him well in his new role.  

 
KN22/1602 

CFRAMS (Catchment Flood Risk and Management Study) Programme 
 
The members received a briefing on the CFRAMs (Catchment Flood Risk and Management 

Study) Programme from Ms O’Brien.  She advised that a public consultation day had taken 

place in Newbridge Library on 16 February 2016 with another date planned for Thursday 25 

February 2016 in Monasterevin Library.  The members were invited to attend a dedicated 

Elected Members session in advance of each public session and Ms O’Brien highlighted the 

importance of making submissions to the members.  Ms O’Brien explained that the two 

areas requiring flood management options were identified in Newbridge as follows: 

 

Through Kilbelin, involving the Doorfield tributary of the Liffey where there are two proposed 

options; (1) hard defences (i.e. walls) in combination with additional trash screens at the 

existing culverts or (2) improving the channel (i.e. cleaning of the stream) in combination with 

additional trash screens.  

 

At Old Connell Weir, there are also two proposed options for this location (1) to build a hard 

defence (e.g. a wall or embankment) or (2) to improve the channel of the river, (this option 

may prove more difficult due to environmental constraints).   Ms O’Brien explained that in all 

cases, the options for Newbridge have a positive cost benefit ratio, which means that they 

will be looked at favourably for funding and she advised the members that 

submissions/comments on the above options were requested and that these 

submissions/comments will be included in the final CFRAMs report which will also advise the 

preferred option.  The members were asked to email these submissions/comments directly 

to Ms O’Brien.   

 

Councillor Lynch asked if protections in relation to the cleaning/removal of ditches could be 

included in this report and was advised by Ms O’Brien that whilst this is a separate issue, the 

council is currently looking at a multi-annual programme for ditch, stream and river cleaning 

and she also asked the members to make submissions/comments and/or identify areas that 

need attention and email those details directly to her. 
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KN23/1602 

Supports for Residents Associations and Communities 

For Tree Planting and Landscaping 

The committee considered the following question in the name of Councillor Lynch. 

Can this Council outline the list of environmental supports available to resident associations 

and communities who are located outside of the tidy town’s areas, in relation to tree and 

shrubbery planting and landscaping? 

 

A report from the Environment Section was circulated to the members advising that the 

environment section operates a grants scheme to assist all resident associations towards the 

upkeep of their local estate /area.  The report also advised that they assist through the 

provision of bags and litter pickers for cleanups and the collection of waste by arrangement.  

A further report from the Senior Executive Parks Superintendent advised the members that 

the parks department undertakes some tree planting /shrubbery planting and landscaping in 

conjunction with residents associations and communities around the county. It was explained 

that this is usually done as part of the annual tree planting programme in spring every year 

and the budget available to do the work is approximately €30k. The report advised the 

members that when it is not possible to accommodate all the requests in a specific year they 

are rolled on to the following year.    

 

Councillor Lynch said the issue of funding for residents and communities not involved in Tidy 

Towns Associations needs to be looked at.  The District Manager advised that this issue 

should be raised at the upcoming Local Property Tax/Pay Parking meeting.  Ms Aspell 

advised the members that a pilot scheme had recently been agreed for the Athy Municipal 

District.  The pilot programme is based on the model of the Pure Mile Scheme which is being 

run in the Wicklow Mountains, which encourages groups or residents to adopt a kilometre 

stretch of road in their area and work to enhance it.  This would consist of a number of 

elements such as ongoing litter removal, hedge maintenance and planting of native trees, 

shrubs and flowers, restoration of any features (e.g. old farm gates) and identifying road 

signage that needs to be installed, cleaned, replaced or removed.  Both the Athy Municipal 

District and the Environment Section have committed some funding toward the scheme.  If 

successful, it is hoped that this scheme would be rolled out across all municipal districts. 

Resolved that the report be noted.  
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KN24/1602 

Drainage Issues at Barrettstown and Newbridge Golf Club 

The committee considered the following question in the name of Councillor Stafford. 

To counteract the adverse effects of releasing increased volumes of water into the Liffey 

from Poulaphouca Dam can the council conduct an investigation into drainage issues that 

arise at Barrettstown, Newbridge particularly at Newbridge Golf Club and conduct all 

necessary relief works such as the installation of non-return valves? 

 

Ms O’Brien gave a verbal update advising the members that non-return valves are not an 

option but the council and the ESB are working towards better timing when releasing water 

into the Liffey.  Councillor Stafford stated that Newbridge Golf Club had been seriously 

affected in recent times.  The Municipal District Engineer explained that even though the Golf 

Club use pumps, the low lying ground levels also a contributing factor but priority must is 

given to residential issues. 

Resolved that the report be noted.  

 
KN25/1602 

Taking in Charge of Old Mill Race, Athgarvan 

 
The members considered a report from the Planning Department to approve the taking in 

charge of the following private housing estate – Old Mill Race, Athgarvan.   

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Doyle and seconded by Councillor Kennedy, and 

agreed by all the members, that all the public infrastructure at the Old Mill Race, Athgarvan 

to be taken in charge in accordance with Section 11 of the Roads Act 1993 as amended and 

Section 180 of The Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended.  

 

KN26/1602 

Management Companies 

The committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Lynch. 

That this council uses the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District as a pilot scheme to 

investigate the proper running and functioning of management companies in apartment 

buildings such as Millfield Manor, Newbridge which are not functioning correctly and that we 

investigate if the council can take the running of these schemes on, at a similar charge to 

residents as the management company. In many cases management companies have been 

at odds with residents in the proper management of buildings and with the potential for future 

projects being built, that we need to put better steps in place.  
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The motion was proposed by Councillor Lynch and seconded by Councillor Doyle 

 

A report from the District Manager was circulated to the members advising them that a local 

authority has no role in "investigating the proper running and functioning of management 

companies", as the Office of the Directorate for Corporate Enforcement is the appropriate 

statutory authority to deal with the issue.  The report advised that the Director of Corporate 

Enforcement has updated the detailed company law handbook on Residential Property 

Owners’ Management Companies (D/2012/1) and his office has also updated the summary 

guide on management companies aimed at ordinary residents in understanding how 

company law is relevant to them.  The District Manager advised the members that the 

Director of Corporate Enforcement refers to the “Consumer Property Site” of the National 

Consumer Agency for general queries concerning multi-unit developments, and the day-

today activities of property management companies, managing agents, etc.   

 

Councillor Lynch stated, in the case of Millfield Manor that there are many serious issues 

such as anti social behaviour.  Councillor Doyle stated such issues should be referred to the 

Joint Policing Committee.  Councillor Stafford stated that the Multi-Unit Developments (MUD) 

Act, 2011 had been introduced and that nationally this had brought some improvement in 

relation to some of the issues regarding management companies, but stated it may be some 

time before the full benefits of this act are seen.  Councillor O’Loughlin stated that issues in 

relation to the Management Company at Millfield Manor are also preventing the taking in 

charge process from happening.  Mr Hannigan advised the members that the taking in 

charge process could be examined only if the remit of the management company at Millfield 

Manor has reduced to just the apartment blocks and their immediate surrounds.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Lynch and seconded by Councillor Doyle that the 

report be noted.  

 

KN27/1602 

Cherry Avenue Site, Kildare Town 

The committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Doyle. 

That we get a progress report on development of Cherry Avenue site in Kildare town. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Doyle and seconded by Councillor Kennedy. 
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A report from the Parks Department was circulated to the members advising that   

consultants, MCO Projects, have been appointed to develop a masterplan for the 17 acres of 

land which were formerly part of the National Stud Lands.  Part of the work being undertaken 

will be to examine the possibility of providing a commercial option which may provide an 

additional visitor attraction within the lands to complement existing attractions within the town 

and/or part finance the delivery of the park. The members were advised that it is envisaged 

that once the masterplan is prepared it will be subject to a Part VIII public consultation 

process. It is anticipated that this Part VIII process will take place in late summer.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Doyle and seconded by Councillor Kennedy that the 

report be noted.    

 

KN28/1602 

Ballysax Quarry 

The committee considered the following question in the name of Councillor Lynch. 

Why is it taking so long to enforce closure on a quarry which is in operation in Ballysax, The 

Curragh without proper planning permission for a prolonged period of time and can the 

council provide a date to seek a court injunction to stop the operator from carrying out 

extensive quarrying? 

 

A Report from the Planning Department was circulated to the members advising that on the 

18 May, 2015 an Enforcement Notice was served on a quarry at Ballysax which required that 

certain actions be undertaken. The operator of the quarry subsequently lodged a planning 

application which was decided upon on the 23 October, 2015.  The members were advised 

that the quarry operator has now applied to An Bord Pleanala and An Bord Pleanala has 

indicated that it should be in a position to reach its determination by the 9 January, 2016.   

As the site has been served with an enforcement notice, it is not possible to issue any further 

comment. 

Resolved that the report be noted. 

 

KN29/1602 

Funding for Newbridge Town Hall 

The committee considered the following question in the name of Councillor Power. 

Can the council outline the source of funding that was used to pay for the works done on the 

Newbridge town hall and what budgetary arrangements are in place to facilitate the 

completion of the works? 
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A report from the Finance Department was circulated to the members in November advising 

that the costs for the refurbishment of Newbridge Town Hall are funded from a combination 

of Newbridge Town Council resources (€736,342) and Kildare County Council resources 

(€183,355).  Exterior works in the form of Public Realm for €150,000 have been included in 

the council’s capital programme 2016-2018. Funding for these works has not been identified 

and therefore these works will not progress until such time as funding is available.   Funding 

for these works could be identified from a combination of sources such as retained Local 

Property Tax, Kildare-Newbridge Pay Parking surplus, Kildare-Newbridge Community 

Facilities Development Levies, Roads Development Levies, receipts from community 

organisations, voluntary contributions etc.  Since that report to the Council, it was necessary 

to instruct work to repoint all four elevations of the building, being essential to protect the 

building and the new interior.  This is specialist work, and will cost approximately €120,000 

ex VAT.  As above, funding for the works has not been identified, and can be sourced from 

Local Property Tax, Kildare-Newbridge Pay Parking surplus, Kildare-Newbridge Community 

Facilities Development Levies, receipts from community organisations, voluntary 

contributions etc.   

 

Councillor Power acknowledged the progress to date.  He queried if it is possible to source 

funding from the roads development levies or the community facilities development levies.  

The District Manager stated that he would examine the issue.  

Resolved that the District Manager examine if funding can be sourced from the roads 

development levies or the community facilities development levies.  

 

KN30/1602 

Barrier at Playground Gate in Kildare Town 

The committee considered the following question in the name of Councillor Pender. 

Can the council repair or replace the barrier outside the playground gate in Kildare Town? 

 

A report from the Parks Department was circulated to the members advising that 

arrangements will be made to repair or replace the barriers in Kildare Town Playground. 

Resolved that the report be noted and the parks department to arrange repairs or 

replacement of the barrier. 
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KN31/1602 

Invitation to Bruce Springsteen to visit Rathangan 

The committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Stafford. 

That the Council invite Bruce Springsteen to visit County Kildare during his forthcoming trip 

to the country in light of his connection with Rathangan. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor Kennedy. 

 

A report from the Corporate Services Department was circulated to the members setting out 

the procedure which will allow a municipal district to hold a ceremonial function or bestow a 

civic honour.  The report advises that the legislative framework governing conferral of 

ceremonial honours, including civic receptions, is set out at Section 74 of the Local 

Government Act 2001 (as amended):  In accordance with Schedule 3 of the Local 

Government Act 2014, a civic honour may be conferred by the members of a municipal 

district in recognition of a service which is of relevance to a community within the municipal 

district.  The Ceremonial Functions and Civic Honours protocol was revised and adopted by 

the members of Kildare County Council on 27 July 2015, to have regard to the right of a 

municipal district to hold a ceremonial function or bestow a civic honour.  A copy of the 

protocol was also circulated to the members advising that proposals that a municipal district 

bestow a civic honour or hold a ceremonial function or reception can be considered and 

approved by the respective municipal district.   

 

Councillor Stafford informed the members that Bruce Springsteen’s ancestors, the Garritys 

and Kellys hail from Rathangan.  Historical records show that Ann Garrity, Mr Springsteen’s 

great-great grandmother left the area at the age of 14, during the Famine and arrived in 

Freehold, New Jersey, in 1853 - the same town her famous great, great grandson was born 

in almost 100 years later. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor Kennedy and 

agreed by all the members that an invitation be sent to Mr Bruce Springsteen through Aiken 

Promotions to visit Rathangan during his upcoming tour in Ireland. 
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KN32/1602 

Alcohol Bye-Laws for Kildare Town 

The following motion was considered in the name of Councillor Doyle. 

That the council proceed with introducing bye laws for the control of drinking alcohol in a 

public place for Kildare town. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Doyle and seconded by Councillor Kennedy. 

 

A report from the Corporate Services Department was circulated to the members advising 

that alcohol bye-laws for Kildare Town were adopted by Kildare County Council on 20 

October 2008 and became effective on 23 February 2009.  These bye-laws remain in force.  

The members were advised that in recent months An Garda Síochána has raised the 

possibility of making amendments to alcohol bye-laws, in order to make the bye-laws more 

effective for the Gardaí to enforce.  Discussions were held with a representative of An Garda 

Síochána and amended bye-laws have been drafted and sent to the representative of An 

Garda Síochána, who has undertaken to discuss the bye-laws with his colleagues and revert 

with observations.  On receipt of confirmation from An Garda Síochána that the bye-laws 

meet their requirements for enforcement, arrangements will be made to put the amended 

bye-laws before the elected members for consideration.  The draft bye-laws can then be put 

on display for public consultation.  

 

Ms Aspell advised the members that it is hoped that the revised bye laws for Kildare Town 

will be available at the March municipal district meeting.   Councillor Pender asked if some 

type of display or signage could be placed in the Square in Kildare Town advising that bye-

laws are in place.  Ms Aspell said this could be examined. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Doyle and seconded by Councillor Kennedy that the 

members be updated at the March municipal district meeting and the erection of signage be 

examined.  

 

KN33/1602 

Improving the Physical Environment in Towns and Villages in the 

Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District 

The committee considered the following motion in the name of Councillor McLoughlin Healy. 

That the council engage with a consultative and pilot group of representatives from towns 

and villages across the Kildare-Newbridge municipal district specifically to focus on 
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improving the physical environment in order to enhance tourism, jobs and quality of life in 

towns and villages across the district. This pilot group might reasonably consist of 

community representatives from Tidy Towns, businesses situated in town centres, 

Chambers and youth organisations, working with/ reporting to the Economic Development 

manager and or the Municipal District Manager. Their role would be to take a holistic long-

term district wide approach to prioritising physical improvements from derelict buildings, to 

footpaths, street planting and leisure/amenity areas. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor McLoughlin Healy and seconded by Councillor 

Power. 

 

A report from the Economic Development Department was circulated to the members 

advising that the members that a number of consultative structures have recently been 

established or are about to be established.  Each consultative structure requires council 

resources to be allocated to it in order to ensure active engagement. The creation of an 

additional formal consultation structure would require further investigation and consideration 

in order to determine what the functions of the structure would be and what added value 

could such a structure bring.   

 

The District Manager further advised the members that certain issues overlap such as the 

Shop Front Scheme/Tidy Towns issues but if the members identified other areas which 

required attention or examination then they could contact Ms Sonya Kavanagh, Economic 

Development Officer directly. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McLoughlin Healy and seconded by Councillor 

Power that the report be noted. 

 

KN34/1602 

Any Other Business 

Correspondence 

The members agreed to accept a deputation from the Moore Avenue Residents at the March 

Meeting of the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District. 

 

Local Property Tax/Pay Parking Funding 

The District Manager advised the members that the breakdown of projects funded by Local 

Property Tax and Pay Parking Funding needs to be finalised by 31 March 2016.  The 
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members agreed to schedule an in-camera meeting to discuss these issues on 7 March 

2016. 

 

The Mayor ended the meeting by thanking Ms Aspell for her hard work and dedication to the 

Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District and wished her well in her new role.  

 

The meeting concluded. 


