Kildare County Development Plan 1999

2.1 POLICY

This Part of the Plan sets out the detailed policies of the Council in respect of the major areas of the
county where pressures for development have arisen or where a need for conservation has been
identified in Part One. In addition, it sets out general policies relating to the proper planning and
development of the county.

2.2 BASIC POLICY AIMS

The main policies of the Development Plan are to provide an adequate framework for all land use needs
providing for the integration of new development with the existing physical fabric, to achieve a better
quality of life for the people of the county by providing a better living and working environment, and to
ensure the use of resources in a sustainable and environmentally acceptable manner.

It is the policy of the Council:-

e To create conditions conducive to economic expansion, environmental enhancement and
social cohesion.

¢ To ensure that sufficient and suitably located land is allocated to satisfy development needs
within the period of the Plan and in accordance with a strategy to ensure the balanced

development of the county.

* To rationalise existing land uses and to create a coherent and clearly defined land use
structure. :

o To facilitate the development of amenities in the countryside and to conserve and improve
the physical character of urban environments.

o To protect the existing physical character and landscape of the county,

¢ To protect heritage iterns of architectural, artistic, archaeological, historical and scientific
interest and safeguard their environmental settings.

* To protect and conserve areas of natural amenity and develop their inherent recreational
potential.

¢ To provide a framework and guidance for development control.
* To provide for the development of environmental areas in residential estates
¢ To ensure that the necessary public utility and social services are provided,

* To ensure the provision of a safe and comprehensive road system capable of satisfying the
requirements of both vehicular traffic and pedestrians

® To ensure the implementation of the Housing Strategy 2001-2005

o Fe.ensure that 20% of any land zoned solely for residential use or for a mixture of residential
and other uses shall be made available for the provision of social/affordable housing in
accordance with the requirements of Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 and
the Housing Strategy 2001-2005.
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° To facilitate the provision of services for the community including, in particular, schools,
creches and other education and childcare facilities

2.3 REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT POLICY

It is the policy of the Council to encourage the preparation of a Regional Development Strategy in order
to clarify the role of the towns and villages which are in the area of influence of Dublin. The Eastern
Regional Development Organisation's Strategy (1988) provided some guidance in this regard,
especially in the definition of the Dublin-subregion (which has been subsequently adopted by the
Dublin Transportation Initiative). However, with the changes in circumstances, particularly
demographic, administrative and developmental, since then, it is desirable that a new strategy be
prepared.

The Strategic Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area, which have been published recently,
and which broadly confirm the strategic direction of the county development policy, as set out in this
Development Plan, will provide this overall strategy.

2.4. FUTURE DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY FOR CO.
KILDARE.

24.1 Modifying existing planning policies in the light of the current
trends, established policies and the DTI.

From the examination of issues and data presented in Part One of the Plan, it is clear that renewed
policies with regard to strategic County development are now needed in the following areas:

¢ Considerable extension of the DTI area to include major centres such as Maynooth, Kilcock, Naas,
Droichead Nua, Kilcullen and Kildare, in order to facilitate rational planning of the entirc area
under the commuting and other influences of the Capital,

* Zoning policies for the development of housing on a strategic and settlement basis, including a
hierarchical settlement patiern for the County as a whole and also taking into account the Housing

Strategy 2001-2005. The influences driving the market needs to be re-directed to other areas.

° Linked to the above, policies are required on the future of smaller settlements along the Dublin
boundary, close to existing rapidly growing larger centres or beyond the existing growth area in the
North East.

e Strategies for the development of shopping in the county.
2.4.2. Possible Strategies

A number of possible land-use and development strategies were considered by the Council as
possibilities:,

1. Continuation of market-led development in the North East of the County (the current
position).
2. Control of development throughout both the Central and north-eastern areas of the County

(the favoured DTI approach).
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1 Linear high density developments along the public transport arteries (as advocated by the
Mid-Eastern Regional Report, including growth centres in each County).

4. Balanced development in all urban centres.

5. Central Development emphasis around the original development triangle of

Naas/Newbridge/Kilcullen as proposed in the Myles Wright report.

Each of the above strategies has advantages and disadvantages. In order to test the alternative strategies
a number of objectives were identified:-

0 Match settlement patterns to job locations.

Support retention of rural population.

Minimise opposition to market led developments.

Reduce travel to work times and reduce car bomne travel to work.

Maximise use of public transport

Reduce dependence on Dublin for shopping, service provision and employment

Foster the development of retailing in the county.

Protect the environment in terms of water quality, landscape and general environmental degradation.

S DD O O OO

Analysis of the above strategies indicated that (3) and (4) were the least attractive options, while the
most attractive were:-

e Strategy 1. Market led development in the North-East supported by the required
infrastructural provisions,
o Strategy 5. Central Development emphasis around the Droichead Nua/Naas/Kilcullen

Development Triangle.

Strategy 5 is overall the most effective in meeting the objectives set out and if effective can achieve, or
is more likely to achieve, a balanced development of the county overall. The major issues which will
have to be tackled with Strategy 5 are the market pull of the North-East and associated mis-match
between jobs and residential location. (This strategy is also that which is generally envisaged in the
Strategic Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area (1999).

2.4.3 Recommended Strategy

2.4.3.A. Strategy for the Expanding Areas of the County

Planning strategies which call for a radical reversal of market trends can be unsuccessful, but it is often
possible to re-direct market trends to locations which are more appropriate from an orderly planning
point of view. In the present context there is an opportunity to encourage a movement of the focus of
development within County Kildare by adopting a more pro-active strategy which influences the
location of development.

The heart of this strategy will be to redirect the outward movement of population currently flowing
along the N4 in the north -east in a southward direction to the centre of the county. This strategy would
have the following strong advantages:

¢ There is a proposal in the Mid-East Regional report for the development of what is termed Priority
Route 1 which skirts Dublin and extends from Drogheda to Wicklow. Part of the route goes from
Maynooth/Kilcock to Naas and Blessington via Clane. This is in fact a heavily used route at present
and the Council have long pressed for funds for its improvement.

o A north-3outh link would further enhance the attractiveness of the Kildare central area for
distribution and warehousing, because it would provide ready access to the north-west of the county.

» With the major shopping centres of Blanchardstown, Quarryvale (Liffey Valley) and Tallaght, it is
unlikely that regional shopping centres will emerge in the North-East of the County.
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The better option would be to promote a location nearest the centre of the County, in the Droichead
Nua/Naas area. Pulling residential development southwards would enhance the prospects for
successful retail developrment in this area, G .

® There are strong arguments for the development of office centres at Naas and Droichead Nua, since
they are accessible, and have established urban infrastructure.

The proposed strategy seeks to modify very strong market trends in favour of more rational patterns of
development.

This Strategy must, however, be subject to critical examination of infrastructure on a seftlement by
settlement basis.

2.4.3.B Strategies for the Disadvantaged Areas of the County.

In order for the development of the county to be better balanced, there will also be a need to define a
strategy for the more disadvantaged areas of the county. While it will be difficult to re-direct the
market this far from the Dublin Metropolitan area, the re-direction of development to the central area of
the county will have spin-off effects for the south and west of the county. A development strategy for
the disadvantaged areas and settlements in the south, north-west and west of the county will be
prepared, in conjunction with other agencies, during the period of the Plan.

The following points may be made in respect of a strategy for these disadvantaged areas of the county.

® In the North-West, development should be considered independent of the North-East, except insofar
as backward linkages might be developed to such locations as Edenderry. The peat fired power
station in this area will be of significant benefit,

* In the South of the County the position is more difficult. Here rural development strategies as
outlined in the County Leader Plan, and the Programmes of Action South Kildare and those of the
County Enterprise Board will be required for locations such as Castledermot. At the very
southernmost part of the County, consideration should be given 1o the development of growth
strategies which would link the area to Carlow, which is a dynamic growth centre, possibly focused
on the food sector.

* Athy is the major urban centre in south Kildare, and has considerable potential for future
development. Road access to the town and its hinterland has improved with the construction of the
Kilcullen Motorway By-Pass and rail access can be readily improved. It should be noted that the
development of Athy would be best served by the Myles Wright strategy, since such a strategy will
promote major services at a location accessible to the South of the County. In the South itself, it is
likely that the food processing sector may be the key to further development if adequate water and
sewerage treatment is available. The designation of Athy as 2 Heritage Town and its potential for
tourist development based on this and on the canal and River Barrow should also be stressed.

* In general, it is considered that a Southward move of the County’s development focus is more likely

to benefit the remoter rural areas than the current market-led developments concentrating on the
north-east.

2.5 COUNTY DEVELOPMENT POLICY

It is the policy of the Council to promote the southward move of development within the county to re-
direct pressures from the north-east and to encourage the spread of development through the towns of
the centre to the west, north-west and south of the county.
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In order to achieve this, the Council has decided to define an overall settlement strategy, providing for a
hierarchical settlement pattern within the county. This involves the definition of target populations for
the towns of the county to the year 2006. The individual Development Plans for these towns, where
these have not yet been adopted, will be governed by these target populations, and residential lands
will be zoned in those plans, where required, to a level not greater than the zoning amounts set out in
this Development Plan, which are in addition to the amount of committed and uncommitted residential
lands already zoned in the towns concerned.  These targets and zoning amounts take into account the
need to allow for choice in residential location and lands not coming onto the market, and the need to
allow for decreasing houschold size in the period concerned.
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The following hierarchy has been defined:-

I Primary Growth Centres
Population Target by 2006 Zoning Amount (acres)
*

Naas

Droichead Nua 19.500

Celbridee 16.400

Leixlip 15.720

Mavnooth 12,300 120- 150
Athy =

Kildare Town 12.500

Clane 6.300 80-90
Kilcock 4.600 106 - 120
Kilcullen 3.800

Monasterevin 3.800

* The development plans for these towns are currently being reviewed by the planning authorities
concerned - Naas and Athy U.D.C.s, - and it is the Council’s policy to seek co-operation with these
authorities in the development of the county as a whole.

2. Secondary Growth Centres
Population Target by 2006 Zoning Amount (acres)

Kill 3.320 50
Sallins 3.250

Rathangan 2,350

Prosperous 2.200 20-40
Castledermot 2,150 1]
Ballvmore-Eustace 1.500

Johnstown 1.380

Straffan 1.000 0

It is considered essential that the towns and villages within the north-cast of the county should retain
their individual identities and physical separation. The Council will protect the character and amenities
of the open countryside which separates the towns. Council policy in relation to the expansion of these
towns and villages will take into consideration the desirability of their future expansion, the availability
of water and sewerage facilities 1o service proposed developments, the proper provision of community
facilities and the development of a satisfactory traffic and circulation system.

The Council recognises that parts of the county, which historically have been dependent on the
extraction of turf, and associated electricity generation, have special developmental needs which have
more in common with parts of Counties Laois and Offaly than with the east of County Kildare. It is the
policy of the Council to encourage Job creation, environmental enhancement and infrastructural

provision in order to facilitate the development of this area, in co-operation with national, regional and
local bodies and authorities.

2.6 DEVELOPMENT OF TOWNS.

It is the policy of the Council to encourage the development of balanced commercial, industrial and
community facilities in all of the towns in the county, in addition to their residential expansion. It is
intended that employment opportunities should be provided for in reasonable proximity 1o residential
areas within such towns, so as to minimise the need for private transport.

At the same time, it is recognised that many of the towns of the county perform a function as residential
areas for persons whose employment is in other locations, particularly within the Dublin metropolitan
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area. It is the policy of the Council to provide for this need, while seeking to facilitate commercial,
social and community facilities to serve their needs.

The Development Plans for these towns set out the policies of the Council in respect of their own
development areas. It is the policy of the Council to ensure that the environs of towns are not
prejudiced by urban development, particularly housing in a linear ribbon fashion along the approach
roads. [t is also the policy of the Council to prohibit retailing outside the towns of the county and
particularly in the north-east, in order to protect the commercial viability of town centres.

2.7 DEVELOPMENT OF VILLAGES AND OTHER
SETTLEMENTS

Many of the villapes and smaller hamlets, listed in Part One of this Plan, have a basic nucleus of
community facilities and services (in the form of small shops, school, church or community hall), but
are not likely to develop a wider range of services, nor at such a large scale, as the towns of the county.
However, these villages and hamlets perform an important social and environmental function within the
rural countryside, and the value of this is recognised by the Council. Accordingly, it is the Council’s
policy to seek to retain existing services and facilities in such villages and hamlets, and to allow for
their limited expansion where possible. It is also the policy of the Council to encourage infill housing
development within these settlements, and to scek to direct the pressure for individual one-off housing
from the outlying rural areas into such settlements by encouraging low density development within
them.

It is Councii policy to encourage clusters of houses within the settlements listed in this Plan. In such
clusters, it is the policy of the Council that the occupancy of houses would not have to comply with the
rural housing policy set out in section 2.9.1. below.

Housing developments, consisting of groups of houses developed for sale, will not be permitted in the
rural countryside, but will be encouraged in existing villages and other settlements, as indicated above,

It is the policy of the Council to prepare and facilitate Village Renewal Schemes during the period of
the Plan, incorporating environmental improvetnents, provision of infrastructure and amenities, and the
development of small enterprise and employment opportunities. A County Action Plan for Village and
Urban improvement, under the EU Operational Programme for Urban and Rural Development, for the
period 1995 - 1999 has been prepared and approved by the Council and by the Department of the
Environment and Local Government. This involves a five-year programme of works in selected towns
and villages within the county. Further such programmes will be prepared for other villages and towns
within the county during the period of the Plan.

2.8 SPECIAL VILLAGES/TOWNS OF SPECIAL
TOWNSCAPE/HERITAGE CHARACTER

These are villages and small towns identified as having overall special amenity character and special
quality. It will be the policy of the Council that this character and quality will be retained, and that all
new developments will be in sympathy with this. It will also be Council policy to encourage amenity
and environmental improvements schemes to these villages, so to enhance their character.

—
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2.9 RURAL DEVELOPMENT

2.9.1. Housing in the Rural Countryside

The Council recognises the need to retain the rural population of the county, and to support rural
communities and their services (such as schools, small shops etc.). This is particularly the case in the
south, north-west and parts of the west of the county, where this population is declining or static.

However, it is also recognised that some rural areas of the county are under development pressure,
particularly from scattered urban-generated housing. As indicated in Section 1.12 in Part One, this is
creating problems for the balanced development of the county as a whole.

In order to preserve the rural character of these areas, to prevent the degradation of the rural landscape
resource, to protect the operations of the bloodstock industry, and to ensure economies of servicing and
settlement, it is the policy of the Council that sporadic one-off housing in the rural areas of the county
(i.e. outside towns, villages and smaller settlements identified in para. 1.11.6) will not be permitted,
subject to the exceptions set out below.

Accordingly, in order to retain the rural population of the county, and to support rural communities and
their services (such as schools, small shops etc..), the general policy set out above will not be applied in
respect of certain categories of persons. These are as follows:-

A. Within the Areas of Development Pressure outlined on map no. 4, and other than in Areas of
High Amenity, and along National Routes and certain Regional Routes (The Naas to Kilcock route, the
Clane to Barberstown to Maynooth route and the Edenderry to Enfield route), a positive presumption
will be given toward the building of one-off houses, for their own occupation, of the following classes
of persons:-

1. Persons whose primary employment is in agriculture, horticulture, forestry or
bloodstock, or,

2. Members of farm families, seeking to build on the family farm, or,

3 Landowners and members of landowners families (landowner for this purpose being

defined as persons who owned the land in question at the date of adoption of the Draft
Development Plan in June 1998)

4. Persons whose primary employment is within Co. Kildare, and need to live in a rural
location because of that employment, or whose employment would provide a service to the
local rural community.

5. Persons who have existing family linkages with the rural location in which they wish
to build.

B. OQutside the Areas of Development Pressure outlined in map no. 4, and other than in Areas of
High Amenity, and along National Routes and certain Regional Routes (The Naas to Kilcock route, the
Clane to Barberstown to Maynooth route and the Edenderry to Enficld route),” a positive presumption
will be given toward the building of one-off houses, for their own occupation, of the fellowing classes
of persons:-

I=—  Persons whose primary employment is in agriculture, horticulture, forestry or
bloodstock, or,

2 Members of farm families, seeking to build on the family farm, or
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3 Persons whose primary employment is within Co. Kildare, and need to live in a rural
location because of that employment, or whose employment would provide a service to the
local community, or,

4. Persons who have existing social or community linkages with the rural location in
which they wish to build (whether by family history, educational or social connections).

In order that such one-off housing will not contribute to ribbon development, especially along approach
roads to towns, villages and settlements, and will not interfere with the maintenance of a clear line
between town and country, the Council may permit clusters of houses for the categories of person set
out in A and B above. Such clusters will not consist of more than 8 dwellings.

In Areas of High Amenity, and on National Routes and certain Regional Routes (The Naas to Kilcock
route, the Clane to Barberstown to Maynooth route and the Edenderry to Enfield route), whether or not
within the Area of Development Pressure, only members of farm families, or landowners and their
families (landowner for this purpose being defined as persons who owned the land in question at the
date of adoption of the Draft Development Plan in June 1998), who cannot obtain an alternative site
away from these Routes or outside these Amenity Areas, will be considered for a one-off house for their
OWN occupation,

2.9.2. Other Developments in the Rural Countryside

Apart from one-off housing development, there are many uses which may take place in the rural
countryside. Where an area of land is not within an identifiable settlement, and is not otherwise zoned
as part of this Development Plan, or of the town Development Plans, the use of such land will be
deemed to be primarily agricultural.

Agricultural development generally, with some significant exceptions, is classified as exempted
development and such development which is not classified as exempted by the Exempted Development
Regulations will be considered on its merits.

The Council will encourage the development of broadleaved forestry within the rural countryside,

especially oak and beech. Amenity forestry, which will be of value for recreation and tourism, will also
be encouraged.

Agriculturally related industries which are environmentally sustainable are, in general, considered a
suitable use, subject to the development of tourism, the protection of amenities (including rivers, lakes
and canals), and the protection of the requirements of certain activities, such as those associated with
the Bloodstock Industry.

The Council will seek to facilitate the development of rural enterprise, and in particular the alternative
use of agri-buildings for industrial, workshop, services or training on a micro-enterprise level.
Conversion of redundant farm buildings for owner-run enterprises of these kinds, and for agri-tourism
accommodation and similar use, will be encouraged. The use of farm buildings for the development of
dwellings will not be permitted, other than in accordance with the provisions of Section 2.9.1 above. In

particular, the development of redundant farm buildings for dwelling units for sale will not be
permitted.

In addition, the Council will encourage the development of tele-working throughout the county, and
especially-a~ural areas. The Council will also co-operate with the economic development agencies in
providing “tele-cottages™ to service the needs of local enterprise in the remoter parts of the county.

All other development will be treated on its merits having regard to the interests of amenity and the
inherent requirements of the Bloodstock Industry.
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. 2.10. INDUSTRY AND EMPLOYMENT

It is the policy of the Council to promote environmentally sustainable industrial and warehousing
employment generating developments in those areas of the county where the necessary infrastructure
exists or can be provided,

It is the policy of the Council to encourage and facilitate the expansion of existing industry where this
conforms with good planning practice and to provide for the establishment of new industries, in
association with national, regional and local development agencies, including Forfas, IDA, Enterprise
Ireland and the County Enterprise Board, where appropriate. It is an objective of the Council to
encourage and facilitate employment-generating development on the former ESB properties at
Allenwood and at the former Bord na Mona Lullymore Plant.

In relation to applications for industries in rural areas, it is recognised that regard must be had to
tourism and amenity and the inherent requirement of certain activities such as those associated with the
Bloodstock Industry.

The Council recognises the substantial employment potential of small enterprises, and will encourage
their establishment. To this end, it is the policy of the Council to provide, as resources permit, in
conjunction with national, regional and local development agencies, sites and premises for small
industries and ‘services in particular locations within the county, and especially in areas suffering
population decline or economic disadvantage. It is also Council policy to facilitate home-based
economic activity in towns and villages, subject to limitations of amenity and traffic.

The Council recognises the importance of agricultural employment in the economic structure of the
county. It is the policy of the Council to provide and expand services necessary to the agricuitural
sector, and to encourage the development of viable agricultural enterprises,

Because of its location close to the Dublin Metropolitan Area, and especially as a result of improved
transportation infrastructure, the county is well suited for the establishment of tertiary service industry.
The Council recognises the future employment potential of such industry, and will encourage 1ts
provision and expansion.

The Council recognises the advantages of clustering of smaller enterprises around major industrial and
service industries, both indigenous and multi-national, and will facilitate, through zoning and through
co-operation with the relevant agencies, their establishment. The Council will also seek to co-operate
with the NUI Maynooth in the provision of a Technological Innovation Centre and/or a science park on
University lands at Maynooth.

2.11. BLOODSTOCK INDUSTRY

The Council recognises the importance of the bloodstock indusiry in the county, both in land use and
landscape terms, and in the direct and indirect employment generated by it. The expansion of this
industry is one of the primary goals of the Council as a development agency. To this end, it is the
Council's policy to protect the environmental qualities necessary for its successful operation. The high
amenity value, which investment in this industry requires, will be protected from encroachment or

spoilation_hy urban sprawl, ribbon development or other anti-amenity features or incompatible
developments,

The Council will co-operate with the relevant statutory and voluntary bodies to facilitate the
establishment of a National Equestrian Centre in the county. It is the Council's policy to continue to
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foster activities such as bloodstock sales and other features of breeding and racing aspects of the
bloadstack industry.
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2.12. SERVICES

2.12.1. Utility Services

It is the policy of the Council:-

(D) to extend water, sewerage and refuse disposal services to meet the expanding needs of the county
within the limits of cost effectiveness and availability of finance.

(2) 1o improve the provision of services in those areas of the county where deficiencies exist at
present.

(3) to comply with discharge standards to waters as required by European and national legislation,
subject to the availability of finance.

(4) to hold industry, including agriculture, responsible for the treatment and safe disposal of all its
waste and effluent in a manner and to a standard acceptabie to the Council.

(5) to co-operate with an Bord Gais in any future extension of Kinsale Gas to Kildare towns and
industry.

(6) to co-operate with the E.S.B. in the development of electricity services, subject to amenity
requirements.

(7) to co-operate with Telecom Eireann and any other telecommunications service provider in the
development of this service, subject to amenity Tequirements,

(8) it is the policy of the Council to preserve the capacity of water and sewerage services solely for
the use of developments, including industrial development, within County Kildare, particularly in
those areas under pressure for development from the Dublin Metropolitan Area, subject to
agrecment with adjoining local authorities,

(9) to cnsure that all new cabled services in towns and villages within the county are located
underground, and to seek 1o have ail existing overhead cables undergrounded on a phased basis.

(10) to ensure that all villages and settlements are provided with an adequate water supply within
the limits of cost effectiveness and availability of finance.

2.12.2. Waste Disposal

It is the Council’s policy to encourage waste prevention, minimisation, reuse, recycling and recovery as
methods of managing waste, and to examine the possibility of converting waste to energy. It is the

policy of the Council that such strategies will take precedence over other forms of waste disposal such
as landfill.

It is the Council's policy to ensure that a comprehensive wheeled bin collection service 1s provided in
the county. The Council’s policy in respect of waste collection will, where possible, include sorting of
waste to facilitate re-use and recovery as well as composting.

—
In accordance with E.U. directives and national legislation, it is Council policy to identify and quantify
the amounts of hazardous waste arising in the county. Companies generating such waste will be

required to dispose of it in accordance with the legislation and in a manner satisfactory to the County
Council.
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It is the Council's policy to undertake the removal of abandoned vehicles and to implement the Litter
Act for this purpose. It is the Council's policy that landfill sites, waste transfer stations and other waste
handling operations be run to acceptable standards and that they be rehabilitated on completion of

tipping.

It is the policy of the Council to rigidly enforce all planning conditions, legal requirements, and E.U.
Directives applying to the landfill dump at Arthurstown, Kill, both during its development and its
operation, and also to ensure that the dump shall cease to operate within ten years of the date of the
granting of the planning permission on 10th July 1994,

The Council will require the operator of any private landfill to obtain planning permission and to obtain
a permit under the E.C. (Waste) Regulations 1979 and the Waste Management Act 1996.

2.12.3. Water Pollution

It is the policy of the Council to carry out its statutory functions under the Water Pollution Act
1977/1990 and to take all necessary action against all individuals who cause or permit polluting matter
to enter waters. The Council will issue licences for trade and sewerage effluents in accordance with
acceptable standards and a Register of these licences will be kept for public inspection.

2.12.4. Air Pollution

It is the policy of the Council to carry out its statutory functions under the Air Pollution Act 1987. Air
emission licences are issued to industries in the county who are included in the Schedule to the Act. A
register of these licences will be kept for public inspection.

The Council will ensure that, in its policies and operations, it complies with the obligations arising from
the Kyoto agreement and other international conventions in this area. In particular, the Council will
have regard to the manner in which policies relating to industry and settlement strategy may contribute
to air pollution. This includes the impact of increased levels of traffic, and traffic congestion, on air
pollution.

2.12.5. Cemeteries

It is the policy of the Council to extend existing cemeteries as the nced arises. When suitable land
adjoining cemeteries is not available it is the policy of the Council to seek suitable sites in the
immediate vicinity of the existing cemeteries. The Council, where necessary, will exercise its power of
compulsory purchase to secure the necessary land. The Council will encourage the involvement of local
communities in the maintenance of cemeteries.

2.13 LITTER ACT

The Council recognises the importance of protecting the roadside verges from indiscriminate dumping
and bill posting and in keeping the environment in general, free from litter. It is the policy of the
Council to-essty out its statutory functions in relation to the Litter Act 1990.
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2.14 TRANSPORTATION

2.14.1 Roads

—-—

The National Roads Authority (NRA) now has overall responsibility for National Primary and
secondary roads. All works of design, construction and maintenance of these roads will be done in co-
operation with the NRA.

It is the policy of the Council to protect the traffic capacity of all public roads. For this purpose, it is
the policy of the Council to restrict new access points and to restrict developments which are likely to
give rise to traffic hazard.

It is the policy of the Council to continue to implement the NRA's national programme for the provision
of motorways where it affects the county, and also to continue to investigate the provision of an
integrated network of major roads by-passing the principal towns of the county, and, where funds are
available, to provide by-pass routes in order to remove through traffic from towns.

2.15.2 The roads of the county are divided into five categories:-

(A) Motorways

(B) National Primary Routes
(C) National Secondary Routes
(D) Regional or Main Roads
(E) County Roads

A) Motorways

Access to Motorways is restricted by law to the official interchanges provided. It is the policy of the
Council, in order to preserve the inherent safety and capacity of these roads, to pay particular attention
to building lines, signs and external lighting when considering development near this type of road.

B) and C) National Primary and Secondary Routes

It is the Council's policy to give special protection to National Primary and National Secondary Routes
in the interest of safety and maintenance of traffic capacity. In accordance with national policy, and in
order 10 maintain the safety and traffic capacity of these routes, it is the policy not alone to restrict new
entrances, but, where feasible, to close unnecessary entrances.

D) Regional or Main Roads
Many of these roads are of a high standard and are heavily used. It is the Council's policy to continue
their improvements and to restrict new access points in the interest of iraffic safety.

Recognising the importance of Priority Route 1 (Kilcock to Blessington) as an economic and tourist
route linking North to Central Kildare it is the policy of the Council that the improvement of this
heavily trafficked route be prioritised.

E} Coumty Roads

These are generally the local roads of the county and their primary function is to serve local traffic.
Each application for development on county roads will be considered on its merits, including the necd
to preserve road capacity and structure. 1t is the Council's policy in improving dangerous bends and
junctions to integrate the improvements with the adjoining landscape.

2.14.2 ___ Specific Roads Objectives

National Routes
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N4:

0 To continue the design (and subsequently the construction) of the Kilcock-Kinnegad Motorway in
co-operation with Meath and Westmeath County Councils, when finance becomes available, to re-
examine lines to the north and south of Enfield and to protect these lines and the remainder of the
"preferred” line in the meantime.

0 To provide an interchange on the M4 at Kilcock.

¢ To provide a grade-separated interchange on the M4 between Maynooth and Leixlip, connecting the
M4 to the R148 (Leixlip to Maynooth road), the R405 (Celbridge to Maynooth Road), county roads
100 and 100A (Easton/Kilmacreddock road) and to existing industrial developments, together with
associated ancillary works..

-~

To provide a by-pass of Kildare town, as part of the National Motorway Network.

<

To upgrade the existing dual-carriageway between Naas By-Pass and the Dublin South County
boundary, and provide grade separated interchanges at suitable locations.

0 To design and construct a motorway from Hybla to the Heath by-passing Monasterevin in co-
operation with Laois County Council, as part of the National Motorway Network.

0 To provide for a new motorway between Naas By-Pass and the county boundary with South County
Dublin, as part of the National road network, and to investigate alternative route alignments for this
motorway,

N9

0 To improve the road from the Athy Road Interchange to the Carlow County Boundary, including the
Moone-Timolin By-Pass and the Castledermot By-Pass.

N9 WATERFORD TO DUBLIN - GENERAL POLICY OBJECTIVE
NATIONAL PRIMARY ROUTE FROM WATERFORD CITY TO DUBLIN CITY

To facilitate the development of the National Primary Road Network in accordance with “Ireland,
National Development Plan 2000-2006" and with the policy of the National Roads Authority as it
applies to the provision of a national primary route from Waterford City to Dublin City. The extent of
the new national primary route is from the proposed Waterford City Bypass in the South, to the N9/N7
National Primary routes in the North, with associated ancillary roads and services. It is the policy of
this Council to assist and facilitate the achievement of this objective.

N78
To improve substandard scctions of the Kilcullen - Athy road in phase with finance.

81

olz <

To improve substandard sections of the N81 in phase with finance and in co-operation with
Wicklow County Council

Repional Roadsl

0 Te-improve substandard sections of regional roads, in particular those most heavily trafficked,
those providing access to motorways and to existing or proposed industrial or commercial
developments.

0 To prioritise the improvement of the Blessington to Kilcock regional route.
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0 To co-operate with Offaly County Council in up-grading the Enfield to Carbury to Edenderry
road, and that this work would also cater for the improvement of the road serving Rathangan,

0 Apart from the above, to prepare and rank in order of merit a series of improvement schemes
for non-national roads (regional and county) and bridges in order to take maximum advantage
of any grants made available for these roads.

L.ocal Roads

It is Council policy to improve local roads having regard to the availability of finance and the
restoration programme for non-national roads.

To co-operate with Naas Town Council to provide the necessary roads infrastructure to facilitate the
development of zoned land in Naas Town and Naas Environs

To provide a distributor road from the Newbridge Road (R445) to the Naas Town Boundary as shown
on the Naas Environs Map No. 9
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2.143 Public Transportation

It is the policy of the Council to encourage the use of public transportation, in preference to private car
. transportation, both on grounds of sustainability, and on grounds of proper planning and development.
The Council will therefore co-operate with the various public and private agencies responsible for
public transportation, including the Dublin Transportation Office, Dublin Bus, Iamrod Eireann and Bus
Eireann, and the private bus and coach companies, in the provision of new services, and supporting
infrastructure such as depots, bus-bays, bus shelters and other facilities.

In the interest of promoting the use of public transport, in particular rail transportation, and of
discouraging indiscriminate car parking in adjacent residential areas, the Council, in co-operation with
lamnrod Eireann and the DTO, will encourage the provision of adequate and secure “park and Ride”
facilities at all commuter rail stations within the county, both existing and fisture. The specific
objectives in relation to the locations of such facilities are included in the relevant Town Development
Plans.

2.15 HOUSING

It is the policy of the Council to carry out its responsibilities in the housing sector, both public and
private, to meet the needs of the county, so far as it is financially feasible. Surveys will continue to be
carried out to determine the level of housing needs. It is the policy of the Council to eliminate
unsatisfactory housing. All new housing will be required to be of a high standard of design and
construction.

It is Council policy to take such action as may be necessary to acquire land needed to enable the
implementation of housing programmes for both the social housing and private housing sectors, and in
particular for the provision of sites and Joint Venture housing schemes.

It is Council policy in respect of social housing that all estates will be small, and that the density and
design of social housing will be to the same standards and requirements as are applied to private sector
housing.

The Council in its policy will aim for a balance in the provision of Council housing between the large
towns and the smaller villages and settlements, while also providing for isclated cottages. The grouping
of Council houses and services in villages and settlements will complement the Council's policy for the
development of growth centres in rural areas acting as viable settlements for the provision of social
services, thus facilitating the retention of rural populations. It is Council policy that all village housing
developments will be related to the existing scale and character of those villages.

Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 requires that Planning Authorities adopt a Housing
Strategy and insert it into their County Development Plan. Kildare County Council’s Housing Strategy
2001-2005 is mserted in this plan as Appendix A. It is an objective of this Council to ensure the
achievement of the objectives of the Housing Strategy 2001-2005. It is an objective of this Council to
integrate housing provided under Part V of the Planning and Deveclopment Act 2000 into private
development in a layout that prevents segregation and promotes good design and layout. A minimum
of 20% social and affordable housing will be required on all sites that are zoned for residential
development or a mixed use site that includes residential. The social and affordable housing
requirements shall be met as set out in the Housing Strategy 2001-2005 which indicates an
apportionment of 8% for social housing and 12% for affordable-housing.

——

2.16 COMMUNITY FACILITIES
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It is the policy of the Council to ensure the development of community facilities for the population of
the county and to co-operate with other organisations in their provision,

It is the policy of the Council to facilitate the provision of additional second level schools in appropriate
locations due to residential exparision in the county. '

These facilities shall include school requirements, shopping facilities, swimming pools, community
halls, churches and public open space, etc. It is the policy of the Council to prepare action plans for the
growth areas of the various towns and also for areas where these facilities are inadequate at present.
The policy will be to group these facilities advantageously in relation to developing residential areas.

In towns and villages in which the Council has purchased sites for community and recreational use, it is
policy to develop these as soon as finances permit and in conjunction with other agencies and
community associations. Major facilities such as swimming pools and major sports centres will be
provided on a hierarchical basis so as to serve the widest possible population, subject to the provision
of finance for such purposes. The Council will ensure that swimming pools and sports centres in its
ownership will be maintained and improved, subject to the availability of the necessary finance.

The Council will seek to ensure that the time lag between the provision of recreational facilities in
expanding towns in the county, and the development of residential areas, is kept to a minimum,

2.16.1 Third Level Education

The Council considers that there is an established need for an Institute of Technology in County Kildare
and it is Council policy to co-operate in the provision of a suitable site located centrally in the county.

It is the policy of the Council to co-operate with other bodies in order 1o establish outreach centres of
third level institutions in the county.

2.16.2 CHILDCARE FACILITIES

It is the policy of the Councit to facilitate the provision of Childcare facilities in accordance with the
“Childcare Facilities — Guidelines for Planning Authorities — June 2001”. The Council will encourage
the provision of a range of quality childcare facilities at a variety of locations. In particular childcare
facilities should be provided :

at Business Parks and other high employment locations
in the vicinity of schools

at Neighbourhood and District Centres

at major Educational Institutions

adjacent to public transport nodes and

at large scale retail developments

All relevant development proposals shall indicate how the need for childcare facilities is being met.
Further reviews of Town Plans and / or Local Area Plans shall take account of the “Guidelines on
Childcare Facilities™ and shall identify suitable locations for their provision, where this is feasible. The
Council will assess the continuing need for childcare facilities, and progress on its provision, in
conjunction with other relevant bodies.

2.17 LIBRARIES

It is the policy of the Council to continue to improve the library service throughout the county and to
improve existing library facilities where these are found to be inadequate. It is intended to provide
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facilities at selected libraries in order to avail of material made available by the National Museum and
the Arts Council.

2.18 MUSEUMS

The Council recognises the need to provide facilities for the collection and display of natural, artistic,
historical and scientific objects. 1t is the policy of the Council to provide a County Museum in Kildare
Town. This museum will incorporate a section dealing with items of folk interest. The Council will
continue to develop local museums reflecting items of specific interest in particular areas of the county.
The Council will also continue to co-operate with various bodies involved in the provision of museum
facilities.

2.19 THE ARTS

The Council recognises the need to provide facilities for the exhibition of works of art. It is the policy
of the Council to provide a County Art Gallery in Kildare Town. In addition, facilities for the
exhibition of works of art will continue to be provided in the County Council Offices, the County
Library and branch libraries.

The Council recognises the need to promote the performing arts, to encourage and develop talent and,
in particular, to provide opportunities for young people to perform in public. It is the policy of the
Council to provide an Arts Centre in Newbnidge.

2.20 RECREATIONAL OPEN SPACE

[tis the policy of the Council to continue to review the recreational needs of communities in the county
and to develop lands for recreational use, both active and passive, where lands suitable for this purpose
are available to it,

It is the policy of the Council to ensure the retention of lands of special character and / or amenity for
recreational use within the development areas of towns and villages. Such lands will ofien abut Arcas
of High Amenity such as Carton Demesne, lands adjacent to the Liffey and other rivers or the canals,
lands adjacent to Castletown House and existing woodlands in Celbridge.

The loss of existing public or private recreational open space will normally be resisted by the Council
unless altemative recreational facilities are provided in an equally suitable location, or it can be
demonstrated that there is no longer sufficient demand to sustain the facility.

The Council will investigate ways of improving the quality and capacity of existing sporting and active
recreational facilities through initiatives in both the public and private sectors. Sources of funding will
be investigated to achieve this at government level through the National Lottery, with the governing
bodies of the sports, and though private development proposals.

In new residential areas, it will be the policy of the Council to seek financial contributions from
developers towards the provision of recreational open space, both passive and active, which is required
to serve the needs of the new residential area, or where there is a loss of an existing facility to the
residential land use.  Developers will also be required to provide for sport and recreational
infrastructure” commensurate with the needs of the development as an integral element of their
proposals. Provision on and off site should be made, or a development contribution imposed to fund
appropriate alternative provision.
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It will be the policy of the Council to support the development of active recreation within the county,
through support of existing sports clubs and facilities, and though multi-use of public open space and
recreational lands owned by the Council, by a variety of sports clubs and organisations.

It is the policy of the Council to provide and maintain recreational facilities where the need for such has
been established and as finances permit. A priority list for recreation provision will be prepared and
considered during the period of the Plan, based on a detailed survey on recreational needs.

2.21 COUNTRYSIDE RECREATION

The Kildare countryside generally and in particular rivers, waterways, items of archaeological,
architectural and historical interest, upland and commons, provide major amenity and recreational
opportunities for public enjoyment. It is the policy of the Council to ensure access to and conserve and
develop the capacity of these areas. It will also be necessary to protect certain sensitive environments
and to prepare and implement management plans for these. It is the policy of the Council to preserve or
create rights-of-way where the need for such has been established. It is the Council's policy to co-
operate with Cospoir, Duchas and other interested bodies in the development of long distance footpath
systerns,

2.22 TOURISM AND AMENITIES

The Council recognises the importance of sustainable tourism to the development of the county, to
employment provision and to wealth generation. It is the Council's policy to encourage sustainable
tourism, especially that based on the county’s archacological, historic and architectural heritage, and
that based on the county’s bloodstock and equine activities. It is also Council policy to promote the
development of the canal system for tourist purposes, as outlined in section 2.26 below.

The landscape is a significant aspect of the tourism potential of the county. The subtle landscape of
County Kildare has been identified as an important amenity feature which could be easily spoiled. It is
the policy of the Council to keep a clean line between town and country and to ensure that urban
expansion will be carried out in a compact manner particularly along the main tourist routes.

it is the policy of the Council to ensure that demesnes of national and international significance within
the county are retained for their intrinsic value as part of the National Heritage. The Council recognises
the contribution which such demesnes make to tourism as attractions in their own right, and will ensure
that no development is permitted which would detract from the character and integrity of such
demesnes. Proposals for leisure uses or other development may be open for consideration in demesnes
of lesser significance provided such developments would not impinge on the intrinsic quality and
character of the demesnes.

It is the Council's policy to preserve the tourist attractions of the county and to co-operate with Bord
Failte, M.E.R.T.A,, Kildare Failte and other private bodies in the development of tourist facilities. The
quality and siting of new buildings, overhead wires, cables, paving, fencing and hedging will be strictly
controlled. It is the Council's policy to preserve the regional landscape characteristics and local idiom
of building materials and to strictly control outdoor advertising,

The policy on building lines has been developed not only for road traffic reasons, but also to help

minirmise the visual impact of new development on the landscape. The Council is concemed that the
siting of agriRultural buildings should comply with the requirements stated above,

2.23 AREAS OF HIGH AMENITY
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As outlined in Section 1.23, County Kildare contains some areas which because of their out-standing
natural beauty and/or unique interest value are classified as areas of high amenity. It is the policy of the
Council to protect and conserve these areas and to exclude from them any development which would be
prejudicial to their natural beauty. Apart from that general policy objective, which applies to all of the
High Amenity Areas, detailed specific policies for each of the areas are listed below.

(a) The Curragh and Environs

Because of its unique importance as an open plain, and its significant archaeofogical, cultural and
historical importance, and given its unique environmental characteristics and geology, it is the Council's
policy to restrict development, particularly on the Curragh edge, or where it obtrudes on the skyline as
viewed from the Curragh Plains. It is the Council's policy to ensure that fencing, earth works or
planting should not conflict with the intrinsic quality of the landscape.

It is the policy of the Coungcil to try, subject to all legal requirements, to confine sheep to the Curragh
Plains by the construction of grids on the main approach roads.

It is the policy of the Council to consider the making of a Special Amenity Area Order for the Curragh
and Environs. It is also the policy of the Council to co-operate with the Department of Defence, the
Office of Public Works, the racehorse industry, the owners of sheep grazing rights and the various
interests currently with rights to the Curragh, with a view to its designation as a National Park.

(b) The Valley of the River Liffey

It is the policy of the Council to preserve and enhance the natural amenities of the River Liffey and its
environs. It is the policy of the Council to co-operate with the various bodies involved in the
development of its recreational uses and also to improve access to, and develop facilities on, the river
banks in the interests of recreation and tourism, particularly by maintaining existing and creating further
rights of way. It is the Council's policy to exclude from this area any development which would be
prejudicial to the natural beauty or amenity of the River Liffey. Apart from the general restriction of
development on the banks because of their amenity importance it is particularly important to restrict
development in those areas which are subject to natural flooding or potential flooding attendant on the
siting of the E.S.B. hydro-electric scheme on the river. It is Council policy to co-operate with
appropriate authoritics in preparing a water quality management plan which would ensure the
monitoring and protection of water quality and the conservation of fish stocks.

It is the policy of the Council to examine and promote the creation of a "Liffey Way" walking route
along the course of the River from Poulaphuca to the Dublin border and to co-operate with the relevant
Dublin local authorities in extending the route to Dublin City.

The Council considers the Liffey and riverside area at Victoria Bridge to be a local area of high

amenity. It is Council policy to securc continued rights of public access and to prepare an Action Plan
for the area.

It is the policy of the Council to co-operate with adjoining local authorities and with the State
authorities in the development of the Liffey Valley Park between Leixlip and Lucan for amenity and
recreational purposes. '

It is the pokisy of the Council to seek an extension of the proposed Special Amenity Area Order for the
Liffey Valley from Lucan to Leixlip (which is envisaged by the Dublin local authorities) to other parts
of the Valley within County Kildare.

69



Kildare County Development Plan 1999

It is noted however that the River Liffey runs through a number of areas which are already effectively
urban and therefore the criteria to be used is somewhat different. In such cases the policy of the Coucil
is to investigate the possibility of the transfer of lands to-public ownership and for public access to the
river for amenity purposes. Any development in such an area must have already been specifically
envisaged under the Town Plan/Local Area Plan for the area and such development must respect the
special nature of its proposed location.

(c) Valley of the River Barrow

It is the Council's policy to exclude from this area any development which would be pre-judicial to its
natural beauty, amenity or recreational capacity. It is Council policy to co-operate with appropriate
authorities in preparing a water quality management plan which would ensure the monitoring and
protection of water quality and the conservation of fish stocks. The minimum flow of water necessary
for the conservation of the river’s ecology will be identified by a study, and it will be the Council’s
policy to maintain that flow.

It is the policy of the Council to pursue the establishment of the Barrow Valley, as outlined as A3 on
the map of Areas of High Amenity (Map No. 3) as an S.A.A.O. Area.

(d) Pollardstown Fen

It is the policy of the Council to co-operate with the Office of Public Works in the protection and
conservation of the Fen. The Council will promote the amenity, ecological and educational value of the
Pollardstown Fen Area while at the same time ensuring the conservation of its fauna and flora. The
Council will also ensure the protection of the quantity and quality of the water supply to the Fen from
the Curragh aquifer. AN applications for development in this area and its wider environs will be
considered taking into account the policies stated above. The Pollardstown Fen area is listed elsewhere
as a Natural Heritage Area and Special Area of Conservation,

The Council will, in conjunction with the relevant statutory bodies, assist in the preparation and
implementation of a management plan for the Fen, which will recognise the amenity, ecological and
educational value of the Fen area, while at the same time ensuring the conservation of its flora and
fauna.

The Council will encourage the appropriate Department of State to acquire additional lands surrounding
the Fen, in view of the pressures of urban expansion from Newbridge in this direction.

(e) Castletown and Donaghcumper Area

It is the policy of the Council to safcguard the amenities of Castletown and Donaghcumper and environs
(including St. Wolstan’s), as shown on Map No. 1.2, and as outlined in Section 1.23 {c), except in so
far as is necessary to achieve roads objective under paragraph 2.14.2, relating to the M4 Interchange.
This includes the main avenue and the axial views between Castletown House and Conolly's Folly, and
between Castletown House and the Wonderfil Bam, Leixlip, the views from the House to the river and
across the back parterre and from the main avenue to the river, and also from Donaghcomper and St
Wolstan’s along and across the river towards Castletown, and up and down the river to Celbridge and
New Bridges respectively.

It is the policy of the Council that the mound between the avenue and the exisling housing development
on the west side (Castletown Estate) be maintained and suitably planted, and that no structures or
unsympathetic uses be allowed in the area between the avenue and mound.

It is the policy of the Council that the views of the River Liffey and the amenities of the lands on each
side of the river be preserved, and that the setting of Castletown House, and the demesne lands
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complimentary to the vast scale of the house, including all those lands included in the area outlined n.
black on Map 1.2, be preserved free from residential development.

It is the policy of the Council to preserve all the existing woodlands in this area, including individual
trees, groups of trees and avenues. The making of Tree Preservation Orders under the Local
Government (Planning & Development) Acts will be considered for those areas of woodland which are
not at present under State control.

The preceding paragraphs are not to be construed as preventing the development of fands which are
specifically zoned in a Town Development Plan or Local Area Plan provided such development is
carried out in accordance with the provisions of the relevant plan and in particular any special
provisions relating to that specific zoning.

(f) East Kildare Uplands

It is Council policy to continue to recognise the great amenity value of the East Kildare Uplands, and
to ensure the protection of the area through the pursuance of the specific policies as set out in the rural

detail plan contained in Section 4.24 of this Development Plan and as indicated on rural detail map No.
1.3

(g) Carton Demesne

It is the policy of the Council to ensure the preservation of Carton House, Demesne and its environs
including the lake, woodlands and parklands, and the boundary wall, together with the Rye Water
Valley, which is a candidate Special Area of Conservation under the E.U. Habitats Directive.

Because of its international heritage importance as an 18th Century landscape that has remained largely
unchanged, it is the policy of the Council to ensure that the landscape within the demesne walls is not
altered or modified.

Part of the Demesne is located within County Meath, and it is the policy of the Council to co-operate
with that body in the preservation of the landscape, woodlands and walls, gates and other features.

While the Demesne is currently in agricultural use, the Council will continue to monitor the estate to
ensure that any agricultural and woodland management and conforms with the basic qualities of the
house and its landscape and to make Tree Preservation Orders where considered necessary.

In the event that a leisure development (for which planning permission exists) takes place, the Council

will seek to ensure that no development which would detract from the high amenity quality of the

demesne will take place. Any modifications to the permitted development will be considered in that
light.

Subject to the overall heritage preservation and amenity requirements, the Council may consider any
proposed schemes which will include the opening of the Demesne to the public.

It is the Council's policy 1o preserve the views to and from the house within the demesne walls.

The important buildings and interiors and items of artistic and historic interest which the Council
consider should be preserved are listed in Section 3 of this Plan.

It is the policy of the Council to prevent the encroachment of ‘building development from Leixlip and
Maynooth up to the boundary roads at the edge of the Demesne.

(h) Robertstown Countryside
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he Council to protect the amenities of this area and to encourage the development of
n facilities and other amenities in line with the objectives as outlined in Section 1.24
will assist the Robertstown Countryside Committee and other bodies interested in
terways, walking routes and other -emenities of the area and will strictly control
:xtent of the Robertstown-Countryside Area is shown in Rural Map 1.5,

vy wonadea Forest

It is the policy of the Council to ensure the preservation of the Forest and Demesne as an entity,
including the surrounding walls, towers and other structures and features. (The individual structures
which are listed for preservation are included in Section 3.2 of this Plan). To this end, it is the policy of
the Council that the Forest shall remain as a recreational resource for public use, and that no part of the
Area may be developed for private use. In particular, no housing will be permitted within this Area, and
all existing public rights of way will be retained.

It is the policy of the Council to preserve all the existing woodlands in this area, including individual
trees, groups of trees and avenues. The making of Tree Preservation Orders under the Local
Government (Planning & Development) Acts will be considered for those areas of amenity woodland
where the Council consider that this is necessary in the light of circumstances then obtaining.

The Council will encourage the further development of the Forest Park for public recreational and
amenity purposes, subject to the policies set out above.

2.24 VIEWS AND PROSPECTS

In general, it is the policy of the Council to preserve, improve and open up places or areas from which
views or prospects of high amenity value may be enjoyed by the public. Parking places and viewing
places will be constructed and any walls, fences, hedges or other obstructions to these views will be
lowered or removed. It is intended to exclude from these areas any development which would be
prejudicial to their natural beauty. (Sce Section 3.4 of this Plan).

The environmental setting and environs of all buildings, features and items listed for preservation are
considered to be views which are themselves worthy of preservation. Such views are considered 1o be
of special amenity value and/or special interest.

2.25 BOGLANDS

The Council recognises the vast amenity and productive potential of the bog areas of the county. The
Council will consult with Bord na Mona, Teagasc, Irish Peatland Conservation Council, Coillte and
other appropriate bodies to ensure that the productive development of the bogland is carried out in such
a way as not to prejudice the amenity potential. (Specific anti-amenity activities such as unauthorised

dumping will be investigated and eliminated in accordance with extended powers available under the
Litter Act 1990),

In the case of cut-away bogland, where the peat resource has been depleted, it will be Council policy to
encourage the use of these areas for amenity forestry, using a growth of mixed native deciduous
woodlands where possible, in line with the policies for the Robertstown Countryside, and in other areas
for forestrr-and agriculture. In cases in which planning permission is requized, it will be the policy of
the Council to ensure that the creation of tourist and amenity resources will be facilitated, and that the
quality of ground and surface water will not be impaired.

It is the Council’s policy to create a Kildare Millennium Forest in this area.
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2.26 CANALS

It is the policy of the Council, in association with the Duchas- Waterways, to encourage the protection
and development of the amenity and recreational value of canals in the county. The Council will
facilitate the development of boat centres and other infrastructural developments, as indicated in the
OPW Management Strategy for the Canal system within the county, including the Barrow Navigation.

The Council is convinced of the substantial tourism resource represented by the canal system,
particularly as this system runs through many of the more disadvantaged areas of the county, and feels
that the development of the system for sustainable tourism is long overdue. The Council will therefore
support the objectives of Duchas-Waterways as expressed in the Royal and Grand Canal Corridor
studies, and will support the Canal Action Plans which have been prepared by the development
agencies for the canal system within the county.

It is Council policy to protect items of architectural or industrial archaeological interest associated with
the canals, such as bridges, navigation aids, locks, etc., and to develop the towpath system for walking
routes. Any maintenance repairs and/or improvements shouid be carried out in a sympathetic manner.

It is the policy of the Council to co-operate with the Duchas - Waterways and other relevant statutory
bodies in efforts to establish linear Parks along the canal system in the county, except in so far as such
policy would interfere with the Council policy on rural housing.

It is the policy of the Council to preserve the quality and quantity of the water in the Milltown Feeder,
in co-operation with the Duchas - Waterways and other relevant statutory bodies.

2.27 RACECOURSES

The Curragh, Punchestown and Naas Racecourses are located in the county. It is the Council's policy to
protect them from any development which would interfere with their amenity qualities. While Naas

Racecourse is located in the area of Naas Urban District Council, it is Council policy to co-operate with
Naas U.D.C. in its protection,

2.28 HILL OF ALLEN, CHAIR OF KILDARE AND NEWTOWN
HILLS, DUNMURRY HILL, BOSTON HILL

It is the policy of the Council to protect the scientific and amenity value of these hills. The Council will
investigate the provision of areas which provide views over the plains.

The Hill of Allen has been subjected to extensive rock quarrying for some time. It is the Council's
policy to monitor the development of the area and to investigate how the extraction might be controlled
in order to safeguard the prominence of the hill which, in addition to its mythological associations,
forms an important feature on the skyline of the plains and boglands. It is also Council policy to protect
the Aylmer monument situated on the summit.

2.29 EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRIES

2.29.1 Sand and Gravel and Rock Quarrying
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It is recognised that the gravel resources are important to the general economy and that the sand and
gravel extraction industry is a valuable source of employment in some areas of the county. However,

" the industry can have seriously detrimental effects on the landscape, on the operation of bloodstock, and
on residential amenities. The impact on the county road network has been substantial,

It is the policy of the Council that a survey and examination of both existing pit areas and potential sand
and gravel deposits in the county be undertaken and to assess the interactions between the development
of these resources and future land uses. To assist in the survey, it is intended that an aerial survey of all
sand and gravel workings in the county will be made. This will establish the current extent of existing
workings and will pinpoint areas where rehabilitation is needed. The survey results could be used as

evidence against any future unauthorised sand and gravel developments, It is intended that this survey
would be continually updated.

No sand and gravel extraction will be permitted under Class A soils, in areas of high amenity (as
defined in this Plan) and their environs, or where conflict with the bloodstock industry might arise.
Apart from these exclusions, sand and gravel extraction will be considered on its merits elsewhere
within the county, having regard to the policies of this Plan. Within the East Kildare Uplands Area,
sand and gravel extraction will be permitted only in areas zoned for that purpose.

It is the policy of the Council to ensure that all existing workings shall be rehabilitated to suitable Jand
uses and that all future extraction activities will allow for the rehabilitation of pits and proper land use
management. The use of landfilling with waste, other than topsoil, subsoil and builder’s rubble, is not
considered to be an acceptable method of rehabilitation of pits.

It is the policy of the Council to ensure that the full cost of road improvements which are necessitated
for this industry, shall be borne by the industry itself,

It is Council policy to ensure that rock quarry workings should not detract from the visual quality of the
landscape. It is Council policy that all such workings should be subjected to landscaping requirements,
similar to those for sand and gravel workings, and that worked out quarries should be rchabilitated.

Detailed objectives and standards for the development and regulation of sand and gravel extraction are
set out in Part 4, Section 4.22.

2.29.2 Minerals

In the event of major minera! finds being made in County Kildare, it is the policy of the Council to
encourage their development where compatible with the protection of the landscape, the continued
operation of agriculture and the bloodstock industry, and the preservation of amenities generally, In
any such cases, it will be necessary to demonstrate that the rehabilitation of these areas to proper land
uses can take place. In areas of high amenity, as defined in this Plan, the preservation of the relevant
amenity, which constitutes an ecological, landscape or heritage resource, will take precedence over the
need to extract the mineral resource,

2.30 HERITAGE ITEMS

It is the policy of the Council to preserve and protect items of artistic, historical, architectural,

archaeological and scientific interest in the county. These items are listed in Part 3 of this Plan. The
Council will continue to investigate such items.

It is the policy of the Council to make use of its special powers of preservation and conservation as may
be necessary to safeguard such items. The Council will not hesitate to invoke its powers if the need for
action should arise in particular areas. In order to further awareness of heritage iterns among the general
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public, it is Council policy to publish explanatory booklets and maps on heritage items for circulation to
schools in the county, as well as for tourism.

2.30.1. Areas of Scientific Interest

The Council recognises the educational, scientific and recreational value of these areas. It is the policy
of the Council to ensure the protection of these areas, and to exclude from them any development which
would be inimical to the preservation of their essential characteristics. Applications for developments
which would affect these areas will be considered in the light of this policy. These areas are listed in
Section 3.3.

2.30.2. Natural Heritage Areas/Areas of Special Conservation

The Council recognises the educational, scientific and recreational value of these areas. It is the policy
of the Council to ensure the protection of these areas. Although the designation of these areas by State
agencies, in accordance with E.U. Directives, will confer further protection on them, it is the Council’s
policy, as Planning Authority, to exclude from them any development which would be inimical to the
preservation of their essential characteristics. In addition, it is Council policy to preserve and monitor
their environs. Applications for developments which would affect these arcas will be considered in the
light of this policy. These areas are listed in Section 3.3. It is an objective of the Council to preserve
the Wildlife Habitat of Kilwoghan Bog, Celbridge and to investigate it's designation as an
N.H.AJ/SAC.

2.30.3. Items of Artistic, Historical, Architectural & Archaeological
Interest

It is the policy of the Council to preserve these items, to protect them from unsympathetic development
and to encourage their use as recreational and tourist resources.

It is the objective of the Council that to preserve sites of archacological importance, as defined by the
Office of Public Works in its Record of Monuments and Places - County Kildare, and its Urban
Archacological Survey. Any developments within these areas will have to be undertaken subject to the
supervision of professional archaeologists.

The Council is aware of the importance, from the amenity viewpoint, of traditional buildings including
thatched cottages, the number of which is decreasing year by year. It is the policy of the Council to
continue to protect surviving examples of vernacular buildings, particularly on tourist routes, and to
encourage their resteration and maintenance.

It is the policy of the Council to protect significant streetscapes, including road furniture, pumps and
pavings, old wells, old walls, particularly demesne walls. It is also policy to protect traditional shops
and pubs, and dwellings, including chimneys, windows etc., and interiors, where historically or visualiy
important.

It is the policy of the Council to advocate the provision of financial incentives by European, national or
regional bodies, in order to assist owners of heritage properties and items in their maintenance and
conservation,

2.31 WILDLIFE ACT
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It is the policy of the Council to co-operate with the Office of Public Works and the Wildlife Advisory

Council in securing the conservation of wildlife in the county in accordance with the provision of the
Wildlife Act 1976,
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2.31A HEDGEROWS

The hedgerows of County Kildare are amongst its most important environmental features. Their
continued protection is essential to the preservation of the traditional landscape and vital to the
conservation of its wildlife,

It is the policy of the Council to protect and preserve existing hedgerows and to encourage the planting
of new hedgerows, using traditional native species. The Council will promote the environmentally
sensitive management of hedges, and it is the Council’s policy to enforce strictly the prohibition of
cutting hedgerows during the nesting season.

2.32 QUALITY OF EXISTING BUILT ENVIRONMENTS

The Council will carry out a survey of existing streetscapes in Kildare towns, villages and settlements,
and will protect those which have special merit from an architectural and urban design point of view.
Some buildings, including many vemacular buildings, while not of such individual character as to
warrant listing, merit retention because of their contribution to the streetscape. In the granting of
planning permission, the protection of hedgerows will be given high priority.

2.32.1 Infill Development

It is the policy of the Council that all infill structures should harmonise visually with adjoining
buildings where appropriate in order to enhance and conserve the overall character of the county.

2.32.2 Shop Fronts

The towns and villages of the county have many shop fronts of traditional character and design. The
Council will seek to ensure their retention and where it is proposed to rebuild, it is Council policy to
ensure that redevelopment is carried out in a sympathetic manner.

2.323 Advertising

It is the policy of the Council that advertisements and advertising structures shall conform strictly with
amenity requirements. Detailed standards and guidelines are contained in Section 4 of this Plan.

2324 Overhead Services

Many of the towns and villages of the county are disfigured by overhead service cables, particularly in
their centres and historic cores. It is the policy of the Council to seek to have all new services
undergrounded, and to progressively eliminate existing overhead services, either as part of a village or
town centre streetscape renewal scheme, or individually, as finances permit.

2.33 AMENITY SCHEMES
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It is the policy of the Council to continue to undertake, and to support communities in undertaking
schemes for the improvement of the general amenity of towns and villages. In this regard, it will be a
particular policy of the Council to support the “Tidy Towns” competition.

2.34 RIGHTS OF WAY

It is the Council's policy to protect and improve all existing rights of way especially those giving access
to items of archaeological and amenity interest. The Council will co-operate with Cospoir and other
Bodies in the creation of further rights of way where necessary, especially in the establishment of long
distance walking routes. It is the Council's intention to compile and update a register of rights of way in
the county which will be made available for public inspection.

2.35 OPEN SPACE MANAGEMENT

The Council is responsible for the maintenance and management of a large number of open spaces,
amenity areas and the development of parklands in the county. It is the policy of the Council to
continue to undertake these responsibilities as finances permit. It is also the Council's policy to assist
and co-operate with residents associations and community groups in the planning, maintenance and
development of open spaces.

2.36 THE QUALITY OF NEW DEVELOPMENT

2.36.1 New Development Generally

It is the policy of the Council to ensure that new building development will contribute to the general
benefit and amenity of the area.

It is the policy of the Council to ensure that buildings and other structures such as power lines will not
be allowed to obtrude on the skyline, particularly on sites visible from the main roads. It is the policy
of the Council to have regard for the visual environment of existing development in terms of height,
density, scale, materials, colour, texture, landscaping and open space.

2.36.2 New Residential Development

The Council policy with regard to new residential areas in settlements is:-

(i} that any large new housing areas be developed as residential environmental areas, and Action
Arca Plans will be prepared as appropriate.

(i1) that a high standard of design be incorporated in structures and layout, with the design of
estate development such as to facilitate pedestrian safety, and restrict vehicular traffic speeds.

(iii) that there be diversity in the density of development and in the form, size and type of dwelling
within residential areas and that density should be appropriate to the location.
(iv) to carry out its responsibilitics under the Housing Acts and to provide Local Authority

dwellings, Joint Venture, co-operative housing and private sites as the need arises and as finances
permit.
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