2002 Written Dive Plan Assessment Answers

1. Assuming fine weather, what will be the general tidal conditions that day?

Answer:

Strong currents due to Spring Tides (High Springs)

10 marks

2. What would be the most suitable time on the Wednesday to have the divers enter the water to survey and photograph the wreck? State your reason(s)?

Answer:

Tidal Diamond ‘D’ indicates LW slack is 5hrs after HW Plymouth. Low water slack is best due to least current and shallowest water. HW is 07:08BST therefore slack will be slightly before 12:08hrs. This will allow time for a second dive later in the day.










10 marks

3. What arrangements would you make regarding the “Dry Cox” and why?

Answer:

Arrange to have an experienced Cox in each boat. This is a new location with significant currents and a potentially deep and long dive. There is also the possibility of commercial shipping in the area.










10 marks

4. What is your prediction/estimation of the tidal current rate and direction during the dive?

Answer:
At 12:08hrs the current should be approx. 0.5 knots with a direction of 125o True.










10 marks

5. What time would your RIB’s leave the marina in Dartmouth to head to the dive-site? What factors would you allow for?

Answer:

Distance is 7 NM @ 10 kts
= 45 minutes (reduced speed in to harbour)

Await slack/find wreck
= 20 mins

Kitup



= 10 mins

Time in hand


= 15 mins



Total
= 90 mins

Depart 10:30 hrs latest

(Realistic estimate, within +/- 15 minutes)



10 marks
6. What ETR would you give the Shore-marshall? What factors would you allow for?

Answer:

Assume Dry Cox’n and one stick diving

Travel out


= 90 mins (above)

Group in water

= 60 mins

Return time


= 45 mins

Time in hand


= 60 mins
Total



   4.25 hrs

Depart 10:30 + 4.25 hrs = 14:45 approx

(Realistic estimate within +/- 20 minutes)



10 marks

7. One of your group informs you that they have not undertaken a wreck dive before. What would you advise them about? What precautions would you take to improve safety?

Answer:

Monitor, depth, time, air & buddy carefully

Problems with using compass near steel hull, dis-orientation

Danger of nets, sharp edges, overhangs and overhead obstacles

Risks when entering wrecks

Possible loss of visibility

Need for extra equipment, torches, safety lines etc




( 2marks for each suitable answer)

10 marks

8. List what information you would get from each diver at the brief prior to this dive.

Answer:

Bottle Capacity & pressure

Previous/recent dive experience, dived up, qualified, experienced

RNT

Computer or tables

Any problems/issues

Any particular personal dive plan, camerawork surveys




( 2marks for each suitable answer)

10 marks

9. List five (5) safety points specific to this dive that you will include in your brief.

Answer:

Buddy & signals checks

Separation/drifting procedures

Deep dive, NDL, safety stops

Use of SMB’s

Detail of conditions expected

Details layout, position of site/wreck

Position of shotline




( 2marks for each suitable answer)

10 marks

10. Outline five (5) important pieces of information you would seek as part of your ‘Advance’ and ‘Pre-dive’ planning for this week diving.

Answer:

Weather forecasts

Access to water and moorings

Tidal anomalies

Local conditions/advice

Necessary permission required e.g war wrecks

Availability of air/fuel




( 2marks for each suitable answer)

10 marks

