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What steps have taken place since the last reporting period in advancing the CDB action? 

The Project has established itself in our new office in Kildare Town, and is holding weekly drop in sessions in both Newbridge and Kildare town, which are being regularly attended and a variety of supports are being provided.

Since the last report, the Project has held an intercultural party with ethnic food and music, which took place on St. Patricks Day, following our participation in the Parade. This was attended by 50 people. 

The Project was officially launched on April 2nd by Niall Crowley of the Equality Authority, and was attended by over 50 people representing agencies, services and organisations in both towns, as well as members of our target communities and elected representatives. 

Lead Agency: Kildare, Newbridge Interculturalism today Project. 

Partner Agencies: The Project’s Management Committee comprises representation from the following agencies:  Kildare County Council, Kildare Community Partnership; Newbridge Asylum Seekers Support Group, Bridge CDP, Kildare Volunteer Bureau,  Citizens Information Centre, Department of Social and Family Affairs. 

What resources have been committed to or expended on the project to date?

Human; The Project employs a full time co-ordinator, however significant work is undertaken by a voluntary management committee and five committed volunteers who facilitate the Project through support, outreach and programme development. 

Financial: The Project is in receipt of funding from European Refugee Funds, Social Cohesion funds, Kildare county Council, Kildare Community Partnership, and the HSE. 

What barriers, if any, have been experienced since the last reporting period?

While the Project has gone from strength to strength since moving into its own premises in January, there are a number of factors which affect the levels of participation in the Project. The most significant of these, are childcare and language difficulties. 

Also, the Project is conscious that while it has built and enjoys good relationships with the African communities, there are other ethnic populations not currently being engaged by the Project. Language and childcare are part of this difficulty, however the resources both human and financial don’t always exist to support the levels of outreach work necessary to engage these communities. Being dependant on voluntary workers for these supports can be a barrier to achieving desirable levels of participation. 

Ultimately the Project is a one worker Project, and that impacts on what is possible for the Project, though we have been very fortunate with our voluntary participation. 

