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What steps have taken place since the last reporting period in advancing the CDB action? 

Lead Agency

· The Kildare County Profile entitled “Rural-Urban Dynamics in Kildare: Socio-economic Patterns and Trends” has been completed and is being launched on 24th May 2006.

· The Education Audit has been completed and is also being launched on the 24th May 2006.

· After some discussion the first active collaborative project with a partner agency has been decided with Kildare County Childcare Committee and work will begin in June 2006.

· Work has also begun on a Poverty Profile of the county and will encompass data from a number of partners as well as data from the Housing Section of Kildare County Council.  

· Funding has been applied for under the equality for women measure of the NDP to carry out research on the needs of lone parents. 

Partner Agencies:

· Kildare County Childcare Committee, the Department of Education and the HSE have submitted an overview of the type of data they hold and how it is organised, as requested. 

· Kildare County Childcare Committee have committed approx €6,000 to the office to map provision of childcare facilities in the county.

What resources have been committed to or expended on the project to date?

Human;

· Kildare County Council, Research Officer is co-ordinating the action, this position is being funded by Kildare County Council. 

· We have taken on a Research/GIS intern for one year - Aine Smith who previously worked for NIRSA in Maynooth

· Kildare  County Childcare Committee, the HSE and the Dept of Education have all utilised staff resources to collate information for the audit. 

Financial

· Kildare County Childcare Committee: €6,000 annual commitment 

· Kildare County Council: €60,000 annual commitment

· The Manager of Kildare County Council has committed a further €6,500 for the purchase of a secure server for storing the data for the County Research & Statistics Office.

Other:

N/A

What barriers, if any, have been experienced since the last reporting period?

· Information is still outstanding from a number of the partner agencies, namely, the Gardai, the VEC and the Department of Social and Family Affairs.

· Confidentiality has been raised by some of the agencies involved in the action but this can be resolved through confidentiality agreements. 

· These issues need to be resolved so that we can start to take in and analyse data from partner agencies in the coming months.

Any other comments:
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