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Action 1 – County Research and Statistics Office.



Reporting Period:_1st Quarter 2007    CDB Meeting: 22nd February 2006   

Submitted by:   Martina Roche, Research Officer, Kildare County Council.

_____________________________________________________________________

Current Phase:



Please tick

Phase 1:
Preparation
  [   ]




Phase 2:
Development
  [   ]



Phase 3:
Implementation  [X]                               

Phase 4:
Review  [   ]

Phase 5:
Hand Over / Operations  [   ]

What steps have taken place since the last reporting period in advancing the CDB action? 

Lead Agency:

Work is continuing on the Poverty Profile: most of the housing datasets have been sent off for geocoding and we are in the process of assembling other datasets that we have.

Work has begun on gathering data for a Lone Parents research piece. This data will be assembled before further meetings with the Gender Equality Unit in March.

It was obvious at the last County Research & Statistics Office Steering Committee Meeting that the fact that there is no up to date information on children in the county and their locations was still a big problem for many agencies, especially the VEC and the Dept. of Education. The Dept. of Social & Family Affairs would have this information from the child benefit payments, however, they point out that this information would be labour intensive to extract. It was decided that a letter should be drafted from the County Manager in support of the CRSO having access to this information given the pressures experienced by many schools in Kildare. This will be drafted in the coming weeks, sent to the Head of the Dept. pf Social and Family Affairs and circulated to those agencies concerned.

Partner Agencies:

A successful meeting of the County Research and Statistics Office Steering Committee was held on 2nd Feb and a number of decisions were made that will facilitate moving forward with the office, for example, tackling the issue of access to child benefit records, training in geocoding and the setting up of a procedure & policy working group and a website for the office with the aim of having downloadable maps and data eventually.

What resources have been committed to or expended on the project to date?

Human;

Kildare County Councils Research Officer is co-ordinating the action, and this position is being funded by Kildare County Council.

Our Research/GIS Intern Aine Smith has a contract until March 2007.

Financial:

The County Research & Statistics Office (Kildare County Council) is paying for the geocoding of the Housing datasets: €1,500.

The County Research & Statistics Office is purchasing a licence for SPSS to facilitate the analysis of the data for the Poverty Profile: €2,500.

Kildare County Council: €60,000 annual commitment

What barriers, if any, have been experienced since the last reporting period?

The audit of datasets of members of the steering committee didn’t materialise because some members did not provide us with any information. It has been decided not to go ahead with this as an actual report but to use the information gained from some agencies to plan future projects.

As confidentiality is an issue for some agencies, it is intended to draft a standard confidentiality agreement at the next Steering Committee meeting. This will facilitate the gathering and analysis of data from partner agencies.

