
Naas Neighbourhood Greenways 

 Introduction

In  the summer of 2013, Naas Tidy Towns set up a subcommittee with the purpose of developing a Bicycle 
and Walking Greenways plan. The purpose of this, is to provide clear priorities, tools and programs for 
improving the Cycle and Walking environments in the Naas general area. Naas Tidy Towns are proposing a 
new exciting and green initiative that will be a boost for Naas in the way of Tourism and Business and will 
make Naas a more sustainable town. 

The project will be called Naas Neighbourhood Greenway and it primary aim is to connect all schools and 
sporting clubs with all estates by Greenways that are primarily away from any road or traffic.

A Greenway is a Cycle/walking only pathway that is separate from the existing roadway, usually in loops and 
connected seamlessly especially at junctions and roundabouts.
Nationally, issues such as unstable fuel prices, environmental concerns, and a growing interest in health and 
fitness are driving the need for better bicycle and walking-friendly towns and cities.

The chief outcome of this Plan will be an integrated, seamless transportation framework to facilitate walking 
and biking as viable transportation alternatives throughout the town. This Plan is in line with the Greater 
Dublin Area Cycle Network Plan, South Dublin Permeability Best Practice Guide, Design Manual for Urban 
Roads and Streets and the National Cycle Manual.
The National Cycle Policy Framework (NCPF) has set a target of 10% commuting by bike by 2020 also 
stating that we will need to innovate, adopt new ways of working together and radically change public 
attitudes towards cycling.

At the highest level, all planning should consider the needs of cyclists. This should be articulated 
in all National, Regional, Local and sub-local plans. Cycling friendly urban planning principles will cover the 
need to keep distances between origin and destination short, through making developments permeable (i.e. 
easy for pedestrians and cyclists to pass through without making long detours) and well connected.
We have received support from all the local councillors and Nation Representatives on our project and they 
are keen to assist us in moving the project forward for the good of our Community.
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Aims and Objectives
Walking and cycling are the two modes of transport which are available to nearly everyone, produce no 
emissions, promote fitness, health and have minimum impact on the local environment.
As all of these are desirable characteristic's of any modern transport system and it should be obvious 
that strategies and programmes resulting in a greater proportion of trips being made on foot or by 
bicycle are most beneficial to our 21st century society.

Congestion is a daily problem and Government 
views its its reduction as a major objective. The 
most obvious way to achieve this is to reduce the 
number of vehicles on our roads. By progressively 
adopting policies that favour shorter distances which
make public transport, cycling and walking an 
integral part of their policy i.e. Greater Dublin Cycle 
Network Plan.

CO2 reduction is rapidly becoming a central 
challenge to our society and it is obvious to 
everyone that our climate is changing and little 
steps like this will lead in the future to a more 
sustainable environment. A 60% reduction on 1990 
levels over the next 20 years will not be achieved by
technology alone , but by a whole range of 
measures, social decisions and individual actions to 
make quite radical changes in our culture.

The mission is to create a strong cycling culture in 
Ireland. The vision is that all cities, towns, villages 
and rural areas will be bicycle friendly. Cycling will 
be a normal way to get about, especially for short 
trips. Cycling contributes to improved quality of life 
and quality of the public realm, a stronger economy 
and business environment, and an enhanced

environment. A culture of cycling will have developed in Ireland to the extent that 10% of all trips will be 
by bike by 2020.

At the highest level, all planning should consider the needs of cyclists. This should be articulated 
in all National, Regional, Local and sub-local plans. Cycling friendly urban planning principles will cover 
the need to keep distances between origin and destination short, through making developments 
permeable (i.e. easy for pedestrians and cyclists to pass through without making long detours) and well 
connected. 
(National Cycle Policy Framework 2009-2020)
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Greenway Plan Naas and Kildare
This is the plan for Naas where we are using 98% of public land through Parks, Lanes and the Tow-path 
along the Canal. As can be shown from the map of Naas below, this is not a massive project and can be 
achieved if we can get all the relevant parties together and agree on a path forward. This is what we at are 
attempting at Naas Tidy Towns with our sub committee, Naas Neighbourhood Greenway. We feel that we 
have the credibility based on our voluntary work that we have done to sustain the environment to the benefit 
of the town

 
This is our master plan for Kildare and we believe that we can bring huge tourist numbers from Dublin out to 
our beautiful county. This is also of huge benefit to all the citizens of Kildare where by they can travel from all
the main towns by Bike or by foot for recreation or to work. Kildare is one of the fastest growing counties and 
we need something like this to make our county attractive and sustainable. We want to have a liffey way and 
this is possible as the ESB  ( Public Body) owns 10 feet either side of the river and Waterways Ireland (public
Body) owns 14 feet either side of the Canal.
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Canal Greenway

Starting from Osberstown Bridge we intend to travel alongside the canal on the existing road. We realise that
there are a number of residences on this road but we feel that we can consult with them on our plans. We 
have spoken with some of them already and the response has been positive so we plan to canvass all views 
of the local residents. Going forward we feel that a 'local access only' will have to be engineered however we
feel that the reduction in traffic  from people walking or cycling will compensate for any inconvenience 
caused.

We intend in Phase two to connect Naas Neighbourhood Greenway to Sallins Rail Station and the Grand 
Canal so as to allow people to Get the train or cycle into Dublin and get tourists to come out from Dublin.
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Canal Greenway
At the moment the path is of sufficient width from 3m to 4m.
There are a few houses on the path so we do not see any issue on traffic as it is a Cul De Sac.
It is already being use as a cycle path and Walking  Path without any issues
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Harbour Greenway
The Harbour area is place where little work would need to be done. It is all owned by the local authority and 
Waterways Ireland so we hope that permissions will be easily gotten.
There are also some houses along the the canal that we need to consult with.

This will lead onto the crossing at Newbridge road through St Itas Place and then up along St Michaels Place
to the Kilcullen Road. Then we can cross at the pedestrian junction then head to the old pool car park to both
St Corbans School and the Secondary CBS.
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Monread Neighbourhood.
This shows Monread Park coming out on Monread Avenue crossing at Topaz Garage and entering 
the De Burgh Estate which is left to the Council. Then back out to Mill Lane and and over Tandy 
Bridge . This will join Greenway at the canal. Once through the Harbour, You can head along the 
canal using the current path that is 4 meters wide, which is sufficient for a cycle/walking path, this 
will take you towards Jigginstown and pass along side many estates facilitating their access to the 
Greenway Network.
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Monread Neighbourhood.
Monread Road has a grass verge alongside the south part of the road that extends from the Sallins Road 
Roundabout to the Millennium Roundabout. There is sufficient room of about 4 meters to put in a cycle path 
alongside the existing path. There are a handful of signs that would have to be moved but this is not a major 
project. The crossing junctions are all in place which is great. This would provide great access to the 
Greenway Network from a number of directions including Morell, Kerdiff, Aylmer and Monread as well as 
residents on the Dublin Road. Also this would allow the residents from Sallins, Johnstown and a lot of rural 
dwellers access the network.
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Dublin Road Neighbourhood.
At the Millennium Roundabout there is already a cycle lane network however the crossings at the 
roundabouts need to be safer.
We propose that the path would continue down the road towards town and turn right down Maudlins Road 
towards the Park at Monread. Three is sufficient room on this road to put in a cycle path alongside the path.
We have routed the Greenway from the Dublin Road then turn left down the Gallops and through the 
Racecourse as this is the preferred route for the Ring road on the Development Plan.
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Lakeland Neighbourhood.
As we already said we are hoping once the Ring road in the development plan is completed we will have a 
cycle/pedestrian route here.
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Rathasker Neighbourhood.
In this area all the paths are in place and are wide enough. All we need is sign-age and 
road markings.



Naas Neighbourhood Greenways 

Kilcullen Road Neighbourhood

The ring road provides a cycle path and a pedestrian-friendly roundabout that works for everyone. From the 
roundabout to the school there is sufficient land beside the footpath to put in a cycle lane. Of all the schools 
in Naas this is the one that needs it most. We have a state of the art facility that is effectively cut off from the 
town. Due to the distance from the town is not sustainable as a public facility. So to change this it is of the 

utmost  importance that we can walk/cycle safely to school.

We also have the historic Killashee House Hotel   which is synonymous with Naas. This would be an 
excellent destination for leisure walkers and cyclists whether they are exercising at the leisure center or 
using the excellent facilities at the Hotel.
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Caragh Neighbourhood
The Focal Point here is the Caragh Sports Centre where there are many sports facilities and playgrounds. 
This will be a key point for everyone to visit and what we call a Focal Point.
As this is a public facility it is very important that it is available to all. There is no better way to do this to 
ensure that children can come here on bike, safe in the knowledge that they will not be knocked down.
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Sallins Road Greenway.
 At the Sallins Road Roundabout the Greenway will go East and West along the Ring Road and Monread 
Road and the most of the infrastructure is in place.
Going North it will connect to the proposed Grand Canal Greenway passing through Sallins that will bring 
many Tourists and subsequently business to Naas. 
Going south into Naas it is possible to put in cycle paths by widening the footpaths but it would cost 
significant funds that could be spent better elsewhere. But there is a better way.

By coming south until you come to the wall at Oldtown Demesne you can enter here and pass along the wall 
to the Canal where you can join the canal greenway. This path is currently on the 2017 Development plan 
and its important that this is followed up to ensure that it is completed.



Naas Neighbourhood Greenways 

Sallins Road Greenway.

This picture shows the Sallins  Road looking towards the roundabout. On the left there is a wall and this is 
the cycle/walking path entrance that will bring you towards the Canal.

This Greenway path will head towards the canal and and will require a arched bridge over the canal so as to 
allow barges to pass under it.
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Kerry Group

The Kerry Group will deliver 900 hundred jobs to Naas and we would like to facilitate their staff to visit Naas 
Town Centre. If a Pathway for walkers and cyclists about 4m wide was constructed from the Ring Road to 
the Canal Greenway this would bring all the present and workers at Millennium Park to Naas Town Centre 
and would greatly assist in making Naas Town Centre more sustainable town by way of Business. A bike 
scheme that would allow workers to use company bikes to come and go to the town and also use their 

breaks to some exercise along a beautiful Greenway would benefit all.
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Punchestown Greenway
We see Punchestown Racecourse as a key focal point for our project. There is a small beautiful country road
that goes to Punchestown that is between the Ballymore Road and the Blessington Road and this is ideal for 
a Greenway.
The Racecourse has become a favourite destination for Racegoers as well as people who like to use the 
facilities for walking and running. If we could join Naas and its hinterland with Punchestown, it will benefit 
both the racecourse and the town as there will be more people visiting the course and hopefully spending 
money there.
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Punchestown Greenway

At first glance it will be said why would race goers want to walk to Punchestown but anyone who goes racing 
will see a lot of young people at all the meetings. Horse Racing is  integral to Irish traditional life and for it to 
survive the more accessibility there is the better.
Never under estimate the saying 'Build it and they will come' as you will be presently surprised when 
attendances rise. This can only have a positive economic benefit to Punchestown.
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Naas Town Regeneration

In broad terms, one hundred years ago we had an agricultural economy, then came the 
industrial economy and now and for the foreseeable future it is the knowledge or creative 
economy. Happily town centres and high streets are very well placed to take advantage of 
this trend as most knowledge economy workers prefer to live and work diverse, higher 
density, mixed use and mixed income places such as town centres. 

The most sustainable neighbourhoods tend to exhibit high levels of walk ability, a sense of 
place, social cohesion and stability, and neighbourhood resiliency amidst changing 
economic and socio-political conditions and include:

•A discernible centre
•Housing within a five minute walk of the centre and including a variety of dwelling 
types
•A variety of stores and commercial activity including flexible backyard “ancillary” 
buildings
•A school and playgrounds within walking or cycling distance.
•Connected, narrow, shaded streets conducive to pedestrians and cyclists
•Buildings close to the street at a pedestrian scale
•Parking or garages placed behind buildings and away from street frontages
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Prominent civic and public buildings with a community decision process for maintenance, security, 
and neighbourhood development.

A network of connections that allow pedestrians or cyclists seamlessly and safely access the 
center of the town.

To this aim we suggest that we pedestrianise the center of town.

This should start at the pedestrian crossing at McDonald's and go all the way to Bank of Ireland.

It should be accessed by public transport, pedestrians cyclist only.

Before 11am deliveries can be made to local businesses. 
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The Economic Benefit.
The Economic benefit to the area will be massive. In 2011, it is estimated that cycling tourists spent €200 
million while in Ireland (Fáilte Ireland, 2009) Six hundred thousand walkers came to Ireland last year alone 
and spent €250 Million.

The overall cost of the Great Western Greenway was approximately €5.7 million (National Trails Office, 
2012) within one year, according to Failte Ireland, the increase in income to the businesses to the town was 
equal to what it cost to build it.

Failte Ireland Commissioned Market Research into potential Cyclists Visitors to Ireland. Here are the results. 
If we could get just a fraction of this market into Kildare the Economic Benefit would be huge. We would be a 
Day Trip for Tourists to Dublin. Lonely Planet said we were the fifth place in the world to Visit and the Great 
Western Greenway was the reason we went from nowhere to No 5.

Tourism is not the only way this area will benefit from this Greenway. If we do this right we will be able to 
attract multinationals, that are in the business of sporting and fitness equipment. Nike, Adidas, Columbia and 
North Face, to name but a few. All are American and all have offices worldwide. These kind of companies 
require that their employees maintain an active life, and wellness is important to them. Also attracting the 
right type of employees to an area like this will be enhanced by this project.

The bike to work scheme is a prime example that if you put in place incentives for people to maintain a 
healthy lifestyle everyone benefits, for example Bike shops got more business and in Naas we have three 
excellent ones who tell me that the bike to work scheme got them through the recession. So in a phase two 
of this scheme we should facilitate these people to come to our town. 

Childhood obesity is growing at an alarming rate and the cost to the child to there self worth is saddening. If 
we help all children to be able to cycle to school safely this will be a huge benefit to them. One of our goals is
to work with the GP's in the town to see if we can assess the obesity rates now and compare them in about 
five years, by that time the Greenway will have been built. We want to become the Healthiest Town In Ireland

This is a no branier for business and all we need is for Naas Neighbourhood Greenways, Kildare CoCo and 
the Chamber of Commerce to collaborate in this joint venture.
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Climate Change  and Reduction 
of Carbon Emissions.
EU leaders have committed to transforming Europe into a highly energy-efficient, low carbon economy. The 
EU has set itself targets for reducing its greenhouse gas emissions progressively up to 2050 and is working 
successfully towards meeting them.

Under the Kyoto Protocol, the 15 countries including Ireland committed to reducing their collective emissions 
to 8% below 1990 levels by the years 2015-2020 

The fight against climate change is increasingly being reflected in other policy areas. To further advance this 
main-streaming process, the EU has agreed that at least 20% of its €960 billion should be spent on climate 
change-related action. This is on top of climate finance from individual EU Member States. This budget 
marks a major step forward in transforming Europe into a clean and competitive low-carbon economy. The 
new framework is to be finalised by 2015 and implemented from 2020. The EU is pressing for an agreement 
that is  ambitious, comprehensive and legally binding. As part of the transition to the future global climate 
regime, the EU is taking part in a second phase of the Kyoto Protocol running from 2013 to 2020

We know the economy is growing again because the amount of CO2 in the air is rising, particularly the 
increase is due to the growth of construction and Agri business.

A large amount of Co2 comes from that agri sector and with the phasing of milk quota system there will be an
increase in CO2 as the dairy cow has a particularly large carbon footprint.

To offset this under the Climate Change Bill 2013 the government has to come up with Sectoral Plans that 
will offset the carbon footprint of the Agri and construction sector. We believe that our plan for Naas,Kildare 
and greater Dublin is perfect for a Sectoral Plan and will contribute hugely to reducing the Carbon that is to 
be released into the atmosphere. 

A car has a carbon footprint of 4 tonnes . A JCB has a carbon footprint of 208 tonnes  

A Bike has a carbon footprint of 0 tonnes. A Dairy Cow has a carbon footprint of 7 tonnes

So it plain to see that every time a car is left at home in favour of a bike there will be reduction in CO2 output.

If we do reduce our CO2 output we will be fined and we believe we could use the funds for the betterment of 
society by building this. Kildare CoCo has a legal obligation to reduce its carbon footprint and we are helping 
them by coming up with this plan.

For the Economy to grow, the more cyclists and walkers there are the better it is for the Economy.
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Design and Construction

There are a number of things that we require for this stretch of Greenway. By commencing
it at the Canal location we can keep the costs low. This in turn only requires modest 
funding to get things started.
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Design and Construction
In this location we are fortunate that there is a tow path that has good quality tarmac and is wide enough to 
facilitate both pedestrians and cyclists. We then have to examine what structures we require for this 
greenway.
The following is a list I believe will be sufficient and its important that we don't over-complicate the first path 
as this will lead to large costs as we complete the entire project.

1. Signs on a pole in the middle of the entrance at either end, showing “Naas Neighbourhood 
Greenway”. The sign should also have a map on it.

2. At either end road markings showing Bike/Walk.
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Phased Construction.
We want to construct this in phases, as this is the only way we can get funding to complete the project
We need to prioritise the route on the basis that who will get the most use. Schools are in our thoughts all the
time and how we can make our culture change.
We believe that once we get the ball rolling it will happen relatively quickly and lets build it right.
It is important that the main roads are done soon to lay a structure where by the rest can be constructed 
around it. This is not definitive and we believe that it will be built concurrently. We need to get this surveyed 
and priced up and then the funds will be sought from Kildare CoCo and the National Transportation Authority.
Lets get it done

There are several critical areas:
Dublin Road - Has been talked about for a number of years. We need some plans and to start construction 
soon.
Sallins Road – I understand that there is an Environmental Impact Assessment needs to be carried out. 
When  this is complete, there is no reason not to progress part of this scheme from the Monread Road 
Roundabout. Putting this on ice is not an option.
Kilcullen Road – From the Ring road into the  town to Fairgreen – Needs to be designed and then 
constructed to complete the link between Pipers Hill Campus and the Town Centre.
Newbridge Road – This is a straightforward job as there is generally  plenty of room to provide good 
Walking and Cycling facilities.
Grand Canal Harbour – The paths are too narrow and will need to be widened but we could use this area to
get the Greenway christened.
Ballycane Road – This will be the most difficult job but the links between lake-lands may be sufficient until 
this built.
Grand Canal Sallins Link We join our colleagues on Sallins Community council in seeking the 
development of a link along the GRAND canal between Naas and Sallins" .

2015   Design Construction

Sallins Road Dublin Road
Grand Canal Greenway Grand Canal greenway
Monread road Kilcullen Road
Kilcullen road Kerry Group
Newbridge Road

2016 Grand Canal to Sallins Sallins Road
Ballycane Road Newbridge Road
Rathasker Greenway Monread Road
Caragh Greenway

2017 Punchestown Greenway Grand Canal to Sallins
Ballycane Road
Rathasker Greenway
Caragh Greenway

2018 Punchestown Greenway
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Conclusion
It is well documented that an active community is a healthy community. The Fitness and overall 
health of the Nation is declining and obesity, especially in childhood is alarmingly high. Study after 
study affirms that sedentary lifestyles and pro- longed periods of inactivity are major deterrents to 
health, leading to a rise in the occurrence of cardiovascular disease, hypertension, diabetes, 
osteoporosis and some cancers. 

According to the National Cycle Policy:
Transportation infrastructural designs need to be cycling friendly. Cycling-friendly means that routes 
taken by cyclists are safe, direct, coherent, attractive and comfortable. It is acknowledged that the
quality of the dedicated cycling facilities designed and constructed to date in Ireland has been 
inadequate. In many cases, their provision has not, generally, led to an overall increase in cycling 
numbers. The focus needs to be on Schools  where there is a strong focus of the National Cycle 
Policy Framework.

We will support the provision of dedicated , signed rural cycling networks building on the NTA 
Greater Dublin Cycle Network . This will cater for recreational cyclists as well as visitors. 
We will ensure that all surfaces used by cyclists constructed to a high standard and are well lit. 
We will ensure that all cycling networks – both urban and rural – are sign-posted to a high standard.
This is Government Policy that has not been adhered to very well to date and we hope to change all 
that.

This is a great opportunity for Kildare County Council to support this Tidy towns Initiative as we have 
a good record on working with the community on environmental projects. We have the personnel 
that can give thoughtful insights on what is good for the Town. To get this project started we are 
requesting minimal funding to make Naas the most sustainable and a great town to live in. We need 
to embrace sustainability as a town, that will be there when we are  all gone. 

Let get this done. Bill Clear Chairman Naas Neighbourhood Greenway – 0879424488 – 
clearbill1@gmail.com


