My Project On The Medieval Town
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After the fall of the Roman Empire many towns almost ceased to exist.But aronund 1000AD. Life became more peaceful,trade increased and towns revived.

Many towns were beside the sea or on rivers. They were built beside the sea so the ships could trade. Towns were beside castles too. The lord and his soldiers protected towns and their people from robbers and made it safer to live and work

Wars were very common in the Middle Ages. Towns protected themselves with high walls. Sentries stood guard on top of the high walls to watch for the approch of enemy armies. 
              Medieval churches
Every town had its parish church. The churches are made of stone and towered above the other buildings. The people built the churches themselves. Bigger towns usually had monastery aswell as churches.  


               Houses

· Most other buildings in medieval town were made of wood.
· Rich merchants had their houses on the High street they had three storeys each storey leaning out over the one below that made the street narrow and dark

·  Some streets were so narrow that two people could shake hands with each other out their windows of the third storey.

· There were no foods shops in poor towns. Every house had a long back garden where families grew their own vegetables and kept pigs.

· They could also buy food from peasants who came to the town once a week on market day.
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                 Curfew

 There were strict rules about fire safety. At sunset church bells rang out to mark the arrival of the curfew. That meant that all fires in the town had to be put out. The word curfew comes from the French word cover the fire.
                     Dirt

Towns were very dirty. People threw rubbish over walls. Where it rotted and brought rats. An open drain ran down the middle of the street. People walking by had to be careful that they didn’t get something nasty on their head! The drain ran into the river where the people got their drinking water.

                            Disease

People seldom washed and they all had fleas. Many suffered from skin diseases’ common one was leprosy. Sores broke out all over a person’s body. In 1347 a terrible plague arrived in europe.It was called the Black Death because victims’ turned black and died. It wiped out one third of the population.

         Going To the fair

The highlight of the year for townspeople was the annual fair. It was often held on a church holiday. The feast of St Martin in 11 November and the feast of St Bartholomew in 24 August were popular fair days. The fair took place on the fair green outside the town walls.
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