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2019

Biodiversity
Week
Kildare

‘Cherish the natural world because you 
are part of it and you depend on it’

- David Attenborough



Kildare Biodiversity Week 2019 Events 
Saturday 18th May - Sunday 26th May 

Kildare Biodiversity Week has been 
organised to develop awareness of 
the importance of biodiversity and 
to better understand its value to 
the local, national and international 
communities.  

Kildare Biodiversity Week is part of 
a European initiative to encourage 
people to take an interest in their 
local Biodiversity. 

The people of Kildare are invited to 
get out into Kildare’s Biodiversity, to 
visit Kildare wild spots, lakes, rivers, 
bogs, woodlands or to simply enjoy 
the biodiversity of their back garden. 

The theme for Biodiversity Week 
2019 is ‘Our Biodiversity, Our Food, 
Our Health’.

Biodiversity
Week
Kildare

Biodiversity
The word ‘biodiversity’ 
is coined from 
biological diversity, 
which, put simply, 
is another way of 
referring to the variety 
of life on the planet. 
Biodiversity is about 
the variety of plant 
and animal species 
and the interaction 
between them. It is 
this interaction that is 
essential for life, giving 
us all the things we 
need - clean air, water, 
agriculture, food and 
amenity. 

Biodiversity is the foundation for life and for the essential services 
provided by ecosystems. It, therefore, underpins peoples’ 
livelihoods and sustainable development in all areas of activity, 
including economic sectors such as agriculture, forestry, fisheries 
and tourism, among others. By halting biodiversity loss, we are 
investing in people, their lives and their well-being.

This listing of events has been compiled by Kildare County Council. 
All events listed here are free. Children are welcome but should be 
accompanied by a responsible adult. Please dress suitably for the 
weather.  Dogs must be on leads. 

Photographic credits to: Zoe Devlin, Eddie Dunne, Veronica Santorum & 
Michael Lenehan



Dawn Chorus Events

Sunday 12th May:
Dawn Chorus Day walk in Maynooth University Campus. 

Meet in front of John Paul II Library 
(South Campus, adjacent to Kilcock Road) at 5.00am.

Wednesday 15th May: 
Dusk chorus walk at Castletown House, Celbridge. 

Meet in courtyard for talk at 6.45pm and walk at 7.30pm.
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Time: 08:00 – 10:00
Location: Burtown House, Burtown, Athy.
Meeting Point: The car park beside the
 Green Barn Restaurant. 
Admission: Free event - No booking required.
Suitability:  Suitable for children. Wear
 appropriate clothing and footwear.

Did you know that Ireland is home to around 1400 Moth 
Species? Wild Kildare and Philip Strickland of Butterfly 
Conservation Ireland will introduce you to the wonderful 
world of Moth Trapping. We will set the Traps the previous 
night and endeavour to identify each individual before 
releasing them back to the Wild. 
PLEASE NOTE: This Event may have to be postponed until 
the following morning Sunday May 19th due to inclement 
weather conditions. Please contact or view our Facebook 
page on the Friday before the event.

Time: 14:00 – 15:30
Location: Arthurstown, Kill.
Meeting Point: The Sandpit is located on the L2019 
 opposite W Howard Kildare Ltd at 
 Arthurstown, South of Kill.
Admission: Free event - No booking required.
Suitability:  Suitable for children. Wear
 appropriate clothing and footwear.

Disused sandpits and quarries are often overlooked 
habitats that contain wildflowers that are now scarce in the 
general farmed landscape due to modern intensive farming 
practices. Wild Kildare will introduce you to many of these 
stunning plants that are in flower at this time of the year.

Saturday 18th May
Moth Morning 1 Saturday 18th May

The Wildflowers of a 
Disused Sandpit 
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Time: 15:00
Location: Newbridge Community Library, 
 Athgarvan Road, Newbridge.
Admission: Free event - No booking required.
Booking: newbridgelib@kildarecoco.ie

Christopher Moriarty, author of The River Liffey: History and 
Heritage is giving a talk in Newbridge Library on Saturday 18th 
May 2019 during Biodiversity Week 2019. The title of the talk is 
“The Liffey: a source of Biodiversity”. 

Time: 12:00
Location: Kilcullen Town Hall.
Admission: Free event. 

Kilcullen Tidy Towns will launch its exciting Pollinator and 
Beehive Project followed by a short visit to the bee hives 
(weather permitting). 

Saturday 18th May
“The Liffey: a source of biodiversity” 
with author Christopher Moriarty

3 Sunday 19th May
Pollinator and Beehive Project
- Kilcullen Tidy Towns
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Time: 14:00 – 17:00
Location: Bog of Allen Nature Centre.
Admission: Free event.

Come along to the Bog of Allen Nature Centre and discover 
how to make your garden bee-tastic with the Irish Peatland 
Conservation Council Discover the world of pollinators 
including wildflowers and hibernation tips to attract them 
to your garden. 

Time: 
Location: 

14:00 – 16:00 
Kildoon Wood.

Meeting point: Meet at the interpretative sign just
inside the main entrance to the wood.

Admission: Free event - No booking required.
Suitability: Suitable for children. Wear appropriate

Clothing and Footwear.

Take a gentle stroll with Wild Kildare around Kildoon Wood 
enjoying the wildlife it has to offer including birds, butterflies 
and wildflowers.

Sunday 19th May
Bee-tastic Gardens 5 Sunday 19th May

Wildlife Walk in Kildoon Wood 6



Time: 19:30
Location: Grand Canal, Sallins.
Admission: Free event - No booking required.

Birdwatch Ireland Kildare Branch invites you to a walk along 
the Grand Canal westward from the old Odlums Mill, starting 
from the “winding hole” or turning point, at the Sallins 
Bridge, as far as the Leinster aqueduct. The canal from 
Sallins was opened to traffic in 1779 and a twice weekly 
passenger service from Sallins to Dublin started in 1780. 
The canal was extended to Robertstown in 1784, including 
the Leinster Aqueduct across the Liffey. The Grand Canal 
today is the domain of pleasure cruising and is also a haven 
and a conduit for wildlife of all sorts, with abundant bird life 
along its meandering course. 

Irish Peatland Conservation Council
The Irish Peatland Conservation Council (IPCC) is a 
national charity based at the Bog of Allen Nature Centre. 
Their mission is to conserve a representative portion of 
Irish peatlands for people today and in the future. The local 
peatland habitats of Kildare are home to hundreds of different 
plants and animals, many of which are unique to bogs such 
as insect eating sundews, the snorkeling bog cottons and 
the threatened Curlew. IPCC’s work includes conservation, 
restoration, education and species monitoring. By joining the 
IPCC in their work monitoring species such as the butterfly 
survey on Lullymore West Bog or the National Hop To It Frog 
survey you can become a citizen scientist of Kildare.
Find out more by visiting www.ipcc.ie

Monday 20th May 
Birds of the Grand Canal 7



Time: 19:45 – 21:15
Location: Naas Library.
Meeting Point: Meet at the entrance to Naas Library.
Admission: Free event - No booking required.
Suitability:  Suitable for children. Wear
 appropriate clothing and footwear.

Wild Kildare in association with Naas Tidy Towns invite you 
to an outdoor talk and walk about the swift in the town. We 
will have a look at some of its nest sites and speak about 
this amazing bird whose life is spent almost entirely in the 
air. Later we will have a look at swift nest boxes that have 
been put up in Naas as part of the Kildare Swift nest box 
project.

Tuesday 21st May 
Swifts in Naas 98

Time: 21.30
Location: Library steps, The Harbour, Naas.
Suitability:  Suitable for Children. Wear appropriate
 Clothing and Footwear.
Booking:  Booking required email 
 kildarebatgroup@gmail.com
Admission: Free event

Come along to Naas and learn about bats with Kildare Bat 
Group.  Meet at the library steps at The Harbour in Naas 
and walk from there to Old Town and back. 

Note: This event maybe cancelled in the event of rain. No 
dogs allowed.

Monday 20th May 
Learn about Bats in Naas



Wednesday 22nd May
Birds of Mullaghreelan Wood

Time: 19:30
Location: Mullaghreelan Wood, Near Athy
 Kilkea/Kilkee (south east of Athy town 
 on the Athy Castledermot road (R418).
Admission: Free event - No Booking required.
 Free parking is available for 20 cars.

Birdwatch Ireland Kildare Branch invites you to a walk in 
Mullaghreelan Wood, Near Athy, and allows this picturesque 
old woodland estate to offer a unique forest experience. 
Adjoining Kilkea Castle, which was built in 1180 AD, 
Mullaghreelan Wood encircles a hill top rath which overlooks 
Kilkea Castle, and offers excellent views westward over the 
surrounding rolling landscape. One of the two walks, the 
O’Tuathaill Walk (2kms, 45mins, moderate) goes via the 
wishing well in the North East of the forest, past a viewing 
point, and back to the car park. 
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Time: 19:00
Meeting point:  Aqueduct, Monasterevin.
Admission: Free event.

Hosted by the Irish Peatland Conservation Council and 
supported by Waterways Ireland enjoy a walk along the 
banks of the Grand Canal and discover the variety of 
biodiversity that call both the still water and canal banks 
their home. 

Wednesday 22nd May
Grand Canal Biodiversity
Walk and Talk 
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Time: 19:00 - 21:00
Location: John Sullivan Resource Centre, 
 Irish Wheelchair Association,
 Ballinagappa Road, Clane, Co. Kildare.
Admission: Free event - No booking required.
*WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VENUE

Creating native habitats and planting plans for pollinators 
in any space from small to large in your garden or in your 
community. This event will bring together a host of local 
experts on biodiversity, habitats and pollinators, for a 
practical evening on how to develop your garden or 
community space into a pollinator and wildlife haven by 
introducing a variety of native habitats.

Wednesday 22nd May
Creating Habitats for Pollinators12

Time: 21.30
Location: Meet at the walked garden NUIM 
Suitability: Suitable for Children. Wear appropriate 
 Clothing and Footwear.
Booking:  Booking required 
 email kildarebatgroup@gmail.com
Admission: Free event 

Kildare bat group with Maynooth Tidy Towns, NUIM Green 
Campus and Maynooth Men’s Shed will host a bat walk 
through the grounds of St. Patrick’s College Maynooth.

Note: This event maybe cancelled in the event of rain. No 
dogs allowed.

Thursday 23rd May
Go Batty at Maynooth University13



Time: 19:45 – 21:15
Location: Colourtrend Paint Factory, Celbridge.
Meeting Point: Meet at the entrance to the Paint
 Factory.
Admission: Free event - No booking required.
Suitability:  Suitable for children. Wear
 appropriate clothing and footwear.

Wild Kildare in association with Celbridge Tidy Towns invite 
you to an outdoor talk about the Swift. We will have a look 
at the Colony of this remarkable bird that spends only three 
months of the year in Ireland and what we are doing to save 
them in Celbridge as part of our Wild Kildare Swift Nest Box 
Project.

Thursday 23rd May
Swift in Celbridge14

WILD KILDArE
Wild Kildare was established in 2017 with the aim of promoting, 
enhancing and protecting the wildlife and biodiversity of 
Co. Kildare. Wild Kildare is involved in a number of projects 
across the county such as: Dipper nest Box Scheme, Kildare 
Swift project and the All Ireland Pollinator Plan. Wild Kildare 
members have contributed to and encouraged the recording 
of Kildare’s Biodiversity in conjunction with the National 
Biodiversity Data Centre. Wild Kildare has developed some 
information booklets on various species in the county and 
organises a number of events during the year and are always 
seeking new members. 
Visit their facebook page Wild Kildare for more information



Time: 19:30
Location: Pollardstown Fen 
 (3km from Newbridge).
Admission: Free event - No booking required.

Birdwatch Ireland Kildare Branch invites you to a walk in 
Pollardstown Fen to identify and enjoy the bird life in this 
nature reserve of international importance. Situated on 
the northern margin of the Curragh, Pollardstown Fen is 
approximately 3km from Newbridge, County Kildare. The 
area of the fen is 220 hectares, and a significant percent 
is state owned. Pollardstown Fen is the largest remaining 
calcareous (alkaline and calcium containing) spring fed fen 
in Ireland, and hosts a number of rare vegetation types and 
invertebrates, all which are food sources for a large and 
varied population of birds. Free parking is available as well 
as a boardwalk which allows easy access to the fen. 

Friday 24th May
Birds of Pollardstown Fen 16Thursday 23rd May

Bat Walk and Talk

Time: 21:30
Location: Entrance to St. Patrick’s College, 
 Maynooth University South Campus.
Admission: Free event - No booking required.
 Children must be accompanied by 
 an adult.

Maynooth Tidy Towns together with Kildare Bat Group will 
be hosting a Bat Walk and Talk led by Anna Collins.

15



Time: 12:00 - 17:00
Location: Derrybeg Farm, Mooretown,
 Celbridge, Co. Kildare (opposite 
 Salesian College and beside the
 Community College on Maynooth
 Road). 67 bus route (get off at stop for
 Salesian College).

Derrybeg Farm will host a talk on our not-for-profit business 
model, which is called community supported agriculture 
(CSA). This will be followed by a farm walk. All welcome, 
suitable for children. Please wear boots or wellingtons 
especially if the weather has been wet.

Derrybeg Farm integrates community and agriculture in 
a mixed, bio diverse, sustainable and environmentally 
responsible farm. The farm is managed by a voluntary 
steering group and employs one two part-time farmers. 
We currently grow food for 40 local households, who are 
members of the farm. Our members live in Celbridge, Leixlip 
and Maynooth.

Saturday 25th May
Community Supported Agriculture 
Walk and Talk 

18

Time: 20:00 - 21:00
Location: Burtown House, Burtown, Athy.
Meeting Point: Meet at the Car Park beside the 
 Green Barn Restaurant at 
 Burtown House.
Admission: Free event - No booking required.
Suitability:  Suitable for children. Wear
 appropriate clothing and footwear.

Wild Kildare invite you to a talk about the Swift at Burtown 
House. Come along and learn about the amazing life of this 
aerial acrobat as well as having a look at where they are 
nesting here. We will also talk about Wild Kildare’s Swift 
Nest Box Project to help keep them in the skies of Co. 
Kildare.

Friday 24th May
Swift at Burtown House 17



Time:  13:00 – 16:00
Location: Bog of Allen Nature Centre.
Admission: Free event.

Enjoy a walk to Lullymore West Bog, a butterfly haven 
in County Kildare, with the Irish Peatland Conservation 
Council and discover the value of butterflies as indicators 
to environmental quality, as pollinators and as members of 
the food chain.

Saturday 25th May
May’s all a Flutter20

Time:  13:00 – 14:30
Location: Carton Avenue, Maynooth.
Meeting Point: Meet at the entrance to the Avenue 
 adjacent to the main street.
Admission: Free event - No booking required.
Suitability:  Suitable for children. Wear
 appropriate clothing and footwear.

Wild Kildare invites Children on a Nature Hunt on the 
Avenue where we will seek to find birds, butterflies, bugs, 
wildflowers and more.

Please note: All children must be accompanied by an adult.

Saturday 25th May
Children’s Nature Outing 19



Time:  12:00 – 16:00 
Location:  Stable Wing, Castletown House. 
Admission: Free event.

To celebrate Biodiversity week, come along to the Stable 
Wing of Castletown House and see some of our native birds 
of prey with our friends from Raven Haven.

Please note: Due to the nature of this event, dogs will not 
be allowed into this area.

Saturday 25th May
raven Haven Aviaries Castletown21 Sunday 26th May

Children’s Nature Outing 

Time:  13:00 - 14:30
Location:  Rathangan.
Meeting Point:  Meet at the entrance to the 
 Park beside the Canal.
Admission: Free event - No booking required.
Suitability:  Suitable for children. Wear
 appropriate clothing and footwear.

Wild Kildare invites Children on a Nature hunt on the Canal 
Track and in the adjacent Park where we will seek to find 
birds, butterflies, bugs, wildflowers and more. 

Please note: All children must be accompanied by an adult. 

22



Time:  12:00  
Location: The Hunting room Castletown
Suitability:  Suitable for Children. 
Booking:  First come  first seated admission for 
 90 max.
Admission: Free event.

Pat Bell from Butterfly Conservation Ireland will give a talk 
on the Butterflies of Castletown. 

Saturday 25th May
Butterflies of Castletown23

Biodiversity Photographer of the Year
Are you an amateur photographer? Would you 
like to be in with a chance to win up to €500 in 
cash prizes? Then enter one of the Biodiversity 
Photographer of the Year competitions!
The IEN have two photography competitions 
underway. ‘Biodiversity Photographer of the Year’ 
competition is open to the general public and ‘Young 
Biodiversity Photographer of the Year’ competition 
is open to secondary school students.

All entries must be taken in the month of May 2019 
and submitted by the deadline of 31st May. For more 
information visit the National Biodiversity Week website 
for terms and conditions. http://biodiversityweek.ie/
photo-competitions/terms-and-conditions/

This competition is not managed 
by Kildare County Council.
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STEAM 2019 In County Kildare
Discover, Explore, Learn at your Local Library

This programme aims to create an environment to explore, test, 
engage, inspire and increase the uptake of science, technology, 
engineering, arts and maths (STEAM) subjects.

Kildare Library Service are conscious that STEAM subjects are 
at the heart of a very wide variety of professions and will be the 
skills future generations will need to take part in building the 
world of our future. These events have been organised by Kildare 
Library Service with the support of other organisations such as 
the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland (SEAI), North Kildare 
Beekeepers Association, Irish Peatland Conservation Council 
(IPCC), Irish Wildlife Trust and The National Roads Design Office.

By encouraging parents and teachers to bring children to visit the 
library this programme raises an awareness of what the modern 
public library service has to offer them. The library is seen as a 
fun and welcoming place to visit where young people can avail 
of the opportunity to try new things and get involved in their 
local community. These demonstrations and are free of charge 
for primary schools and can be booked by contacting your local 
library.

To be informed of these and other events at your local library join 
the mailing list at www.kildare.ie/library or if you would like to 
hear about school events specifically please contact your local 
branch and ask to join the school mailing list.

free workshops & talks
for primary schools 2019



STEAM School Events to Celebrate 
Biodiversity in Libraries 

During Biodiversity Week
Kildare Libraries are organising a variety of workshops and talks 
for primary schools during Biodiversity Week as part of the STEAM 
Programme which is available to view through the following link:- 
www.kildare.ie/library/media/STEAMBrochure2019FINAL.pdf 
School Events. Schools to book with the library.

Bog Workshop with the Irish 
Peatland Conservation Council

Kildare is home to the most eastern raised bogs of Ireland as the 
great Bog of Allen stretches from Kildare all the way to East Galway. 
These workshops will help students to explore the wet and wild bogs 
of County Kildare, learn about their formation and bring a ‘Bog in a 
Bottle’ back to their classroom. They will also discover a selection 
of the wildlife found living on Irish bogs as well as uncovering some 
of the hidden treasure of the bogs.

School Events. School to book with the library.

Athy Library Monday 20th May 
Naas Library Wednesday 22nd May 
Newbridge Library Friday 24th May 
Maynooth Library  Monday 27th May 
Kildare Library Wednesday 29th May
Celbridge Library Tuesday 4th June 
Leixlip Library Thursday 6th June 



World of Bees Workshop 
with North Kildare Beekeepers

Bees are the most important pollinator of crops and native plant 
species in Ireland. They are a key component of our wildlife and one 
of the busiest, least appreciated work forces we have. Join members 
of the North Kildare Beekeepers Association as they demonstrate 
the importance of this species and the fascinating behaviour and 
characteristics of bees.

School Events. School to book with the library.

Athy Library  Please contact your library to make 
 a booking in May
Celbridge Library  Please contact your library to make 
 a booking in May
Kildare Library Please contact your library to make 
 a booking in May
Newbridge Library Please contact your library to make 
 a booking in May

Excellent Exoskeletons: 
All About Insects’ Bodies

What makes an insect an insect? Who are the true bugs? What’s 
the difference between a pill millipede and a woodlouse? How many 
body parts do spiders and harvestmen have? How do baby wasps 
feed their adult siblings? When is a scorpion not a scorpion?

Invertebrates may look alien to us but this workshop will show 
how their bodies are equipped to do many of the same things that 
humans do, and many things that we can’t! We’ll explore how they 
use their bodies to feed, communicate, dance, hide, fi ght, care 
for their offspring, enable plants to produce fruit, carry enormous 
weights, and control the minds of other species!

By using field guides, and drawing real invertebrate specimens, 
students will learn to recognise and categorise a variety of 
minibeasts. Through games, dance or story, they will wonder at the
mysteries of metamorphosis and mimicry.

Nessa Darcy is a creative entomologist, reintroducing humans to 
their natural habitat through colourful encounters with insects. Pupils 
who take part in Nessa’s workshops fl y (or scuttle) back to school 
full of inspiring facts and skills which enable them to advance their 
nature studies. They will be equipped to make real contributions to 
conservation by recording species and taking action for pollinators 
and other insects.

School Events. School to book with the library.

Leixlip Library  Monday 20th May 
Maynooth Library Monday 20th May 
Celbridge Library Tuesday 21st May 
Athy Library Wednesday 22nd 
Kildare Library  Wednesday 22nd 
Naas Library  Tuesday 28th May 
Newbridge Library  Tuesday 28th May 



For More inForMation contact:
Bridget Loughlin, Heritage Officer

Kildare County Council, Áras Chill Dara, John Devoy Road, 
Devoy Park, Naas, Co. Kildare, W91 X77F

Phone: 045 980791 Fax: 045 980835 
Email: heritageofficer@kildarecoco.ie 
www.kildare.ie/countycouncil/Heritage

County Kildare Heritage Officer Kildare Heritage

Biodiversity
Week
Kildare




