NAAS TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Naas Town Council Annual Meeting held on 22nd June 2010 in the Town Hall, Naas, Co. Kildare at 7.00 pm

Attendance:
Cllr. P. Clear, (in the Chair), Cllr. W. Callaghan, Cllr S. Moore, Cllr. A. Breen, Cllr. G.Dunne, Cllr. D. Scully, Cllr. A.O’Kelly, Cllr. E. McDaid, Cllr. R.Bracken.
Mr. C.Talbot, Acting Town Manager, Mr. C. Flynn, Town Engineer, Mr. K.Kavanagh, Town Clerk.
The outgoing Mayor said it had been a great honour and pleasure to have been Mayor of Naas for the past year and thanked the Members for placing their trust in her for a second time.

Cllr. Clear reflected on the highlights of her year as Mayor which included the opening of the new swimming pool on the Caragh Road which has proved to be a great success and is a wonderful asset to the town.  The Mayor also mentioned that Naas racecourse had completed phase three of their development which included additional stables and ancillary buildings. The Mayor regarded Naas racecourse as a superb amenity to have on our doorstep. 

The Mayor also recalled Naas Tidy Towns’ success in winning a bronze award during the year and acknowledged the work done by the Tidy Towns Committee and its supporters.
Cllr. Clear also paid tribute to the Town Engineer and his staff for the work done on taking estates into charge as well as the recently adopted parking byelaws.  Cllr. Scully and his committee’s work in organising the Family Fun Day was acknowledged as was the work carried out by the Joint Policing Committee under the chairmanship of Cllr. Bracken.  The Mayor also thanked the local media for their attendance at the many council meetings and for their co-operation.
The Mayor expressed her wish for the town council to continue to work closely with the North Kildare Chamber and the traders’ group in the town.

Cllr. Clear thanked The Town Manager and Town Clerk for their assistance and support during the year.  She also thanked Cllr. Moore for the occasions he stood in as Mayor, and acknowledged the co-operation of all members in making the role of Chairperson less difficult. The Mayor hoped that the new members enjoyed their first year on Naas Town Council and looked forward to working with them over the coming years. Cllr. Clear saw the most important item on the agenda for the next 12 months being the Naas Town Development Plan and stressed the importance of the plan for the town.
Cllr. Clear also paid a special tribute to her family for their support during the year.  

On behalf of the Council, the Mayor offered condolences to Cllr. Ger Dunne on his recent family bereavement. 

The Members paid tribute to Cllr. Clear and commented on how well she performed her role as Mayor.  The Town Manager and the Town Clerk also recognised her hard work and commitment during the year.

1.   
Election of Mayor.

Nominations for the position of Mayor for the coming year were sought.  Cllr. Moore was nominated by Cllr. Scully and seconded by Cllr. Callaghan.  There were no other nominations and Cllr. Moore was deemed elected incoming Mayor and Cllr. Clear presented him with the chain of office.

Cllr. Moore took the chair.  Cllr. Moore expressed his honour at being elected Mayor for the third time and thanked his proposer and seconder and all of the members for their support. 

Clllr. Moore thanked the outgoing Mayor for the commitment and dedication shown during her term in office, and presented  Cllr. Clear with a silver medal to commemorate her term as Mayor of Naas. 
2. Election of Deputy Mayor

The Mayor then called for nominations for the position of Deputy Mayor.  Cllr. Scully was proposed by Cllr. McDaid and seconded by Cllr. A. O’Kelly.  No other nominations were received.  Cllr. Scully was deemed elected Deputy Mayor.  Cllr. Scully conveyed his thanks for the nomination and said that he was very honoured to accept the position of Deputy Mayor and was looking forward to working with the Mayor and Members over the next twelve months. 

The Mayor recalled his first occasion as Chairperson when he was the first Independent councillor to hold that position in over thirty years. He also noted, that as outgoing Chairperson of the previous council, his re-election had broken a 35-year hoodoo on outgoing chairpersons being re-elected.

Cllr. Moore thanking everyone for coming to the town hall tonight to wish him good luck for the year, and passed his appreciation to members, officials, friends, and a special thanks to his family and extended family for their support.
The Mayor stated that he felt the coming year was not a time for great ambition but nor was it a time to put our heads in the sand. Cllr. Moore said that the current economic climate provided many challenges for businesses and householders and stressed that Naas Town Council will work with the local community and representative groups in tackling these challenges.  
The Naas Town Development Plan will act as a guide through the future years, and the Mayor urged people to make submissions of interest to the plan.
The Mayor mentioned that council members are working with the Dept. of Education to provide plots of lands for future education needs and that the members will consider this during the course of the year. Cllr. Moore added that a members’ sub-committee, under the chairmanship of Cllr. Scully, is working on the provision of a new community centre and playground for the town. He said that other amenity improvements are also on the agenda but like services and additional facilities, these will have to be considered in the light of the economic situation.
The Mayor committed the Council’s continued support to community groups and residents associations in the town.  The Mayor paid tribute to the work of the Naas Tidy Towns group and wished Cllr. Bracken well in her new role as Chairperson of the committee.
Cllr. Moore was hopeful that, following the recent Bord Pleanala decision, the Naas shopping centre would resume its building to completion, as the centre was needed by the town. He added that we need to continue our support for the development of Millennium Park, as this and the shopping centre development would bring extra jobs and income to the town.
Cllr. Moore hoped to work with his fellow councillors to bring new jobs to Naas and to encourage new and existing business to expand. He wished the council to direct its energies towards promoting Naas as a good business centre and a good community town, and hoped that the local media would play its part in this. The Mayor thanked the media for past promotions and exhorted editors to use every possible opportunity to promote the town.
The Mayor thanked everyone for attending this evening’s ceremony, and for recognising what is an important event in the calendar of Naas Town Council.
Each of the Members and officials paid tribute to the outgoing Mayor and offered their congratulations to the Mayor and Deputy Mayor and wished them well for the forthcoming year.

3. Any other Business

There was no other business.  

This concluded the official business of the meeting.
_______________            ___________________               ______________
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