Naas Town Council



Minutes of the Naas Town Council Monthly Meeting held on 15th September 2009 in the Town Hall, Naas, Co Kildare at 7.00 pm

Attendance: 

Cllr. P. Clear, (in the Chair), Cllr. W. Callaghan, Cllr. S. Moore, Cllr. R. Bracken, Cllr. A. Breen, 

Cllr. G. Dunne, Cllr. A. O Kelly, Cllr. E. Mc Daid.

Apologies: 

Cllr. D. Scully

In Attendance:

Mr. E. O Sullivan, Town Manager, Mr. K. Kavanagh, Town Clerk, Mr. C. Flynn, Town Engineer, Ms. M. Mc Carthy, Administrative Officer.
1. To consider Manager’s Orders and Planning Applications received since last Monthly Meeting (7:00 – 7:30pm in committee).

The issues discussed under this item are in committee and are not recorded in the minutes.

2.
To consider minutes of July Monthly Meeting held on 21st July 2009 

The minutes were proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. O’Kelly and agreed by the meeting.

3.
To consider the disposal of the fee simple interest in accordance with Section 183 Notice (copy of Notice already circulated)  28 Our Lady’s Place, Naas, 24 Sarto Road, Naas.

The disposal of the fee simple interest in 28 Our Lady’s Place and 24 Sarto Road was proposed by Moore and seconded by Cllr. Callaghan and agreed by the meeting.

4.
To consider Financial Report for month ending 31st August 2009 (to be circulated).

The Town Clerk advised that if any Members had any queries on the Financial report that these could be addressed at the next financial committee meeting.  Cllr. Callaghan requested that the Members should receive reports for the Council meeting in good time so as to allow time to assess the reports before the Council.

5.
To note Progress Report (to be circulated).

The Members noted the Progress Report.

6.
To note reports from Conferences
There were no reports on conferences.  Cllr. Moore undertook to furnish the report on the AMAI conference.

7.
To consider Notice of Motion.

Submitted by Cllr. W. Callaghan

(a)“That this Council agree to change the spelling of Ballykane to Ballycane on the new signage that has been erected in the area”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Callaghan and seconded by Cllr. Bracken. The Members considered the report by the Town Clerk. Following a vote the Members agreed to change the spelling of Ballykane to Ballycane.

8.
Submitted by Cllr. A. O’Kelly

(a)“That Naas Town Council as an employer in the town explore the possibility of participating in the FAS work placement programme to provide those currently unemployed with a means of gaining work experience and future employment”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. O’Kelly and seconded by Cllr.Mc Daid.  The Members considered the report by the Town Clerk who advised that the initiative would have to be agreed by Partnership before it could be implemented by the Council.  The Town Clerk also advised that under the conditions of the scheme, Naas Town Council were currently precluded for participating in the scheme

.

9.
Submitted by Cllr. D. Scully

(a)“That this Council will take all of Dun na Riogh into charge as quickly as possible”.

This motion was deferred to the October monthly meeting. 

10.

Submitted by Cllr. P. Clear
(a)“Due to increased development on Dublin Road West, that Naas Town Council insist that Kildare County Council install additional street lighting along Dublin Road from Maudlins Avenue to the Monread Road”.
The motion was proposed by Cllr. Clear and seconded by Cllr. Callaghan.  The Members considered the report by the Town Clerk.  The Members agreed to forward the motion to Kildare County Council.

11.

Submitted by Cllr. S. Moore
(a)“That Naas Town Council immediately bring forward its review of the Parking Bye Laws and Parking Charges, to have them in place before Christmas 2009”.
The motion was proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. Bracken.  The Members considered the report by the Town Clerk who advised that it was the intention to bring draft Byelaws to the Members at the October meeting.  The Town Clerk requested Members to make submissions in advance of the October meeting. 

Supplementary Motion no. 1.


Submitted by Cllr. W. Callaghan

(a)“That this Council request the County Manager of Kildare County Council to attend the October Monthly Meeting to give his personal view and the view of the City and County Managers Association on the recommendation of an Bord Snip Nua to abolish Town Council”.

Cllr. Callaghan advised the Members when he had put forward the motion he was of the opinion that the City and County Managers Association had made a submission to An Bord Snips Nua’s report.  Cllr. Callaghan advised that he had spoken with the County Manager who advised that the CCMA had not made a submission to the Report.  Cllr. Callaghan advised that he was withdrawing the motion but reserved the right to resubmit the motion if plans on the status of Town Council’s were proposed.

8.  
Submitted by Cllr. A. O’Kelly

(b)“That Naas Town Council immediately follows up with Kildare County Council on the naming of roundabouts in Naas”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. O’Kelly and seconded by Cllr. Callaghan.

The Members considered the report by the Town Clerk who advised that Kildare County Council were currently progressing a policy on naming roundabouts in the county to include roundabouts in Naas.  Cllr. Moore advised that the signage Committee had considered sporting names associated with Naas for the Naas roundabouts.  Cllr. Callaghan advised that the County Manager had been advocating Townland names for roundabouts.  The Town Clerk suggested that the Members felt strongly about names for roundabouts, they should make this known to the County Council via the Area Committee/Town Clerk.

11.
Submitted by Cllr. S. Moore

(b)“That Naas Town Council considers a new Bye Law on Street Trading”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr.Bracken.  The Members considered the report by the Town Clerk.  Cllr. Bracken considered that the byelaws on casual trading was a good idea and that it would generate income for the Council and regulate any irregularities.  The Town Clerk requested the Members submit any suggestions to the Town Clerk.

11. 
Submitted by Cllr. S. Moore
(c)“That Naas Town Council immediately form a sub committee with the objective of procuring or developing premises for Community Centre purposes”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. Callaghan.  The Members considered the report by the Town Clerk.  Cllr. Moore expressed disappointment at the lack of progress on this project. Cllr. Callaghan agreed that the Council needed to look at the structures for committees.  The Members agreed to indicate their sub-committee preferences in advance of the next monthly meeting. 

SUPPLEMENTARY MOTION No. 2

2. 
Submitted by Cllr. A. Breen
(a)”That the Town Council take over estates not already taken over and in particular, consideration be give to those estates that have been built for ten years or more. Two examples of such estates are Craddockstown and Alderwood Court”. 

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Breen and seconded by Cllr. Bracken.  The Members considered the report by the Town Clerk.  The Town Engineer briefed Members on the taking in charge process.  He also advised that the Taking in Charge Policy adopted by the previous Council was available on the Naas Town Council website.

SUPPLEMENTARY MOTION No. 3

3. 
Submitted by Cllr. R. Bracken
(a)That immediate steps be taken to implement the conditions in the original “Pipers Hill” planning permission in particular to expedite the road widening for the Kilcullen road out to Piper’s Hill, to include such safety measures which will alleviate difficulties both the residents from Broadfield View and Esmondale Estates have entering and leaving their estates and to ensure the safety of the children attending Pipers Hill Secondary School and The Gael Scoil Nas Na Riogh.”


The motion was proposed by Cllr. Bracken and seconded by Cllr. Breen.  Cllr. Bracken considered the school should not have been permitted to open without the relevant road safety works being carried out and that was contravening the Planning Acts.  The Members agreed to forward the agreed motion to Kildare County Council.  Cllr. Clear considered that this issue should be highlighted at the County Council’s next Council meeting by the three Naas Town Councillors who also served as County Councillors. 

3. 
Submitted by Cllr. R. Bracken
(b)A playground be built on the grounds over the Caragh Bridge beside the Creche, for all the children in Naas, but more particularly the children in the surrounding estates who need to drive to avail of the other two playgrounds in the town.”
The motion was proposed by Cllr. Bracken and seconded by Cllr. Moore. The Members considered the report by the Town Clerk who advised that the previous Council had deferred the provision of a skateboard Park and Playground until there is less pressure on the Council’s finances. Cllr. Bracken considered that this area on the Town needed a playground. Cllr Moore advised that it had been the intention of the previous Council that Naas would have a playground in the three areas on the Town namely Monread, Ballycane and Caragh Road. The Town Manager agreed in the interim to look at the prospect of providing a playground in the area.

3. 
Submitted by Cllr. R. Bracken 

(c )Traffic calming measures such as flashing lights and ample signage be placed at the entrance of the Mercy Primary School and St Mary’s without further delay. The spaces provide outside the church be allocated to the School only during drop off and pick up times and other wise revert to the church.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Bracken and seconded by Cllr. Breen.  The Members considered the report by the Town Clerk who advised that the Council had committed to installing improved road lining on both approaches, and will be reducing the speed limit during the next speed limit review.  The Town Clerk also advised that the Council will be reviewing our Town Parking Bylaws in the coming weeks, and will consider amending the parking provisions on the Sallins road so as to help improve drop/off facilities for the buses. The installation of any further works will have to be the subject of feasibility studies once funding has been made available.  Cllr. Bracken agreed to adjourn the motion pending the Review of the Parking byelaws.
12.

To consider Questions.

Submitted by Cllr. A. O’Kelly

(a)Can we get an update on allotments, did the Town Council move ahead with providing allotments and if so how many were taken up?

Naas Town Council did not move ahead with the allotment project.  The Council was not in a position to advance the allotments project owing to the level of funding required to progress the initiative.  The preferred site would have cost in excess of €200,000 to prepare, service and secure in advance of the project advancing.

Submitted by Cllr. Breen

(a)Do the council have any plans to further improve traffic control and safety at the junction of the Gallops and Maudlins on the Dublin Road?

The Junction is onto a Regional road, and would therefore be the responsibility of the County Council.  The Town Council has invested €30,000 earlier this year installing improvement measures which have significantly improved safety at this junction according to feedback from the Gardai.  These measures are of course merely short-term pending the delivery of the long-term goal of signalizing the entire junction.  This matter has previously been reported on by the County Council who advise that there is currently insufficient funding to pay for such measures.  The matter should be referred back to the County Council area committee for progress.
(b) Could the council consider providing more pedestrian crossings at selected locations in the town to help facilitate crossing by people with physical disabilities, as they can have difficulty crossing in the time available at traffic lights?

Cllr Breen was requested to clarify whether she is looking for more pedestrian crossings or looking for existing crossing points to be upgraded so as to be more disabled friendly, or looking for crossing times to be increased.  Cllr Breen advised that people with physical disabilities were finding it difficult to cross the roads at the pedestrian crossings in the time allocated by the lights.  The Town Clerk advised that he would ask Kildare Co Co to look at the timing of the lights.
c)What progress has been made in relation to the road safety issue at the Convent Primary School on the Sallins Road?

The Council has had numerous contacts with the Parents Association of the School on the Sallins road and have since installed improved signage on both approaches.  In addition to this, we have committed to installing improved road lining on both approaches, and will be reducing the speed limit during the next speed limit review.  We will also be reviewing our Town Parking Bylaws in the coming weeks, and will consider amending the parking provisions on the Sallins road so as to help improve drop/off facilities for the buses.  The installation of any further works will have to be the subject of feasibility studies once funding has been made available

Submitted by Cllr. Bracken

(a )Progress report in respect of the Derelict sites and whether efforts have been made to pursue same through courts

Progress report on Derelict sites forwarded to all Members. 

(b)Progress report on institution of parking discs and amendment of 
by-laws

The current bylaw does not allow for “Parking Discs” to control parking under the jurisdiction of Naas Town Council.  It is anticipated that a new set of parking bylaws will be put before the Members at the October meeting for discussion.  In the mean time, it would be helpful if members could put forward suggested revisions to assist us with prior to this meeting.
13.
To consider motions and correspondence received.
Naas Town Council agreed with the motion received from Tuam Town Council proposing that the recommendations in the Mc Carthy Report be withdrawn.  The Members noted the motion from Mullingar Town Council calling on the Minister for Communications, Energy Ns Natural Resources to amend the Home Energy Saving Scheme.  The Council noted correspondence from Trocaire requesting that the Government to keep its commitment to spend 70c in every €100 on oversees aid by 2012.  The Council noted correspondence from the NRA.

14.
To consider any other business properly arising.

Cllr. Callaghan requested that the Council accept an Emergency Motion from the Council. 

The Members agreed to accept an Emergency Motion that Naas Town Council support the Yes Campaign for Lisbon.  The motion was passed by seven votes in favour,  (Cllr. Clear, Cllr. Callaghan, Cllr. Moore, Cllr. Breen, Cllr, Dunne, Cllr. O’Kelly, & Cllr. McDaid) one Member abstained (Cllr. Bracken) and one Member was absent.  

Cllr. Callaghan advised Members of a presentation made at the recent AMAI conference in Killarney on local government housing options and suggested that it might be helpful for the Members to receive a briefing on the presentation.

Cllr. O’Kelly thanked the Council for the bunting erected for the Leinster Final.  The Members discussed the proposed chair of the Protocol Committee.  Cllr. Callaghan proposed and Cllr. Bracken seconded Cllr. Moore for the Chair of the Protocol meeting for the forthcoming year. The meeting agreed to Cllr. Moore being the Protocol Chair for the forthcoming year.

This concluded the official business of the meeting.

___________________

K. Kavanagh,

Town Clerk.

___________________

Mayor

___________________

Date
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