Naas Town Council



Minutes of the Naas Town Council Monthly Meeting held on 17th November 2009 in the Town Hall, Naas, Co Kildare at 7.00 pm

Attendance: 

Cllr. P. Clear, (in the Chair)

Cllr. A. Breen, Cllr. R. Bracken, Cllr. D. Scully, Cllr. G. Dunne, 

Cllr. S. Moore, Cllr. E. McDaid, Cllr. W. Callaghan, Cllr. A. O’Kelly.

In Attendance:

Mr. E. O Sullivan, Town Manager. Mr. K. Kavanagh, Town Clerk, 

Mr. C. Flynn, Town Engineer, Ms. M. Boyle, Assist. Staff Officer.
1.
To consider Manager’s Orders and Planning Applications received since last Monthly Meeting (7:00 – 7:30pm in committee).

The Council and members welcomed Mr. John Lahart, Director of Services, Planning Department, to this section of the meeting in order to brief the members and officials in relation to the prospect of a recreation / sports facility site at Monread.

The issues discussed under this item are in committee and are not recorded in the minutes.  

2.
To consider minutes of

 
(i)  October Monthly Meeting held on 20th October 2009

Cllr. Bracken referred to Page 2 of the minutes and stated that she had put herself forward for the Amenities Committee. 

The minutes, as amended, were proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. O’Kelly.

3.
To receive a deputation from the Moat Theatre.

The members welcomed the deputation from the Moat Club.  The deputation consisted of; Mr. Paddy Martin, Chairman of the Finance Committee, Mr. John Lennon, Secretary of the Finance Committee and Ms. Celine Garvey, Visual Arts Employee.

Mr. Martin went through the presentation prepared by the Moat Club for the benefit of the meeting, including their history and financial details.  Mr. Martin asked that the Council support the Moat Theatre in a submission to the Arts Council.  Mr. Martin further stated that the Moat Theatre would be seeking an annual grant towards the running costs of the theatre in the region of between €10,000 and €25,000.

Cllr. Clear suggested that the Council could facilitate a meeting between the Moat Theatre and the County’s Arts Officer with a view to supporting the Moat’s case to the Arts Council.

The members thanked the deputation for attending the meeting and Mr. Martin thanked the members and officials for their time.

4.
Report on proposed one-way system for St. Michaels Terrace.

The Town Engineer referred to the report he had prepared in relation to the proposal.  Mr. Flynn advised the meeting that he had received two further submissions, one from the Gardaí and one from Cllr. Scully.  The Town Engineer stated that it was recommended that the right turn be kept open and that full egress would be available from the Kilcullen Road end.  Mr. Flynn stated that that this matter might be re-visited when the Corban’s Lane improvements are completed.

Cllr. Moore queried if the residents had been advised again and the Town Engineer stated that the residents had already been advised previously and were in favour of the proposal.

The report was proposed by Cllr. Callaghan and seconded by Cllr. Bracken.  A vote then took place with 8 members voting in favour of the proposal and Cllr. Scully abstaining from the vote.

5.
To fix date for December Monthly Meeting

It was agreed that the December Monthly Meeting would take place on Tuesday 15th December 2009.

6.
To fix date for Statutory Budget Meeting

It was agreed that the Statutory Budget Meeting would take place on Tuesday 15th December 2009, in conjunction with the December Monthly Meeting.  It was further agreed that if either of these meetings were to run over time, that any adjourned meeting would take place on Thursday 17th December 2009.  It was further agreed that a preliminary Budget Meeting would be held on Tuesday 8th December 2009.

7. To fix date for Finance Committee Meeting

It was agreed that the Finance Committee Meeting would be held on Monday 30th November 2009 in Aras Chill Dara.

8. To consider Financial Report for month ending 31st October 2009 

The Town Clerk outlined the contents of the Financial Report for the benefit of the meeting.  Cllr. Moore noted that the figures were quite satisfactory considering the general economic climate. 

9.
To note Progress Report (to be circulated)

Cllr. Moore referred to Page 1 of the Progress Report (Ref. 09/136), and requested that this item remain on the report. The Town Clerk stated that the Council could obtain legal advice in relation to this matter.

Cllr. O’Kelly referred to Page 4 of the Progress Report (Ref. 09/116), relating to the FÁS work placement programme, and noted that the status stated “Delete from Progress Report”.  Cllr. O’Kelly advised the meeting that the Dept’s criteria for the scheme had changed recently and asked that the item remain on the Progress Report.

10. To note reports from Conferences.

Cllr. Moore submitted his report on the AMAI Conference to the Town Clerk.

11. To consider Notice of Motion.


Submitted by Cllr. A. O’Kelly

(a)“Due to the increase in traffic on the Blessington Road that the traffic lights outside of Mountain View are put back on a sensor to enable residents to exit the Mountain View estate safely”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. O’Kelly and seconded by Cllr. McDaid.

The members considered the report by the Town Clerk who stated that the Transportation Dept of Kildare County Council had advised that the issue of using an inductive loop on a side road in close proximity to a pelican crossing had been previously addressed.  He stated that such an arrangement is not common practice or recommended.  However, he stated that should full signalisation of the junction be warranted then there would be no objection to the installation of traffic signals to control traffic from and into the side road and incorporating the crossing for pedestrians into the signalling arrangement.

In proposing the motion, Cllr. O’Kelly stated that there was an increase in the volume of traffic from the Ballycane Road onto the Blessington Road, resulting from the opening of the ring road.  He stated that he would like to see a sensor installed so that the cars can exit safely from Mountain View onto the Blessington Road.

Cllr. McDaid, in seconding the motion, agreed with Cllr. O’Kelly and stated that traffic can be backed up at Mountain View.

Cllr. Callaghan stated that he agreed with the sentiments expressed by Cllr. O’Kelly and  supported the motion.  The Town Engineer advised the members that the traffic lights are the responsibility of Kildare County Council and suggested that if the members had any issues in relation to any of the traffic lights in the town, they could forward the details to the officials.

The Town Engineer suggested that Naas Town Council request that Kildare County Council carry out an audit of these lights and Cllr. O’Kelly asked that an update be given on this matter at the December meeting of the Council.

12. Submitted by Cllr. S. Moore

(a)“That Naas Town Council recognises the 125th anniversary of the formation of the GAA and the official appointment and part played by a Naas man, John-Wyse Power, Editor of the Leinster Leader, who was elected Joint Secretary at that great event of history, by an invitation and presentation to the local GAA Club”.
The motion was proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. O’Kelly.

The members considered the report by the Town Clerk who suggested that the proposed recognition could be considered as part of the Annual Civic Awards.

In seconding the motion, Cllr. O’Kelly stated that it is important that the Council recognises people from our own locality in relation to institutions such as the GAA.

It was agreed that this matter would be considered as part of the Annual Civic Awards.
13. Submitted by Cllr. E. McDaid
(a)“That consideration be given to the installation of solar powered flashing school signs outside the Mercy Convent on the Sallins Road to replace existing signage”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. McDaid and seconded by Cllr. O’Kelly.

The members considered the report by the Town Clerk who stated that the Transportation Section of Kildare County Council had questioned the effectiveness of flashing lights at the Sallins Road location and had advised that these lights are typically used in areas where high speed is an issue, especially in remote areas, or where there are two adjacent schools on opposite sides of a main road.  The Town Clerk advised the meeting that speed is not an issue in this area due to the proximity of traffic signals and the traffic congestion at school times.

In proposing the motion, Cllr. McDaid stated that she understood that speed is not an issue in this location, however, she stated that signage could satisfactorily identify that there is a school ahead.

In seconding the motion, Cllr. O’Kelly stated that flashing lights might highlight the fact that there is a school in that location.

Cllr. Dunne stated that improvements could be made in conjunction with the existing signage.  Cllr. Moore suggested that some improvements could be made now and suggested that the remainder could be put on hold until after the revision of the Parking Bye-Laws.  

The Town Engineer stated that members of Naas Town Council and members of Naas Area Committee could make a submission to Kildare County Council in this regard.

14. Submitted by Cllr. A. O’Kelly 
(a)“Can the Town Manager provide members with a report that sets out any options that the Council has in relation to providing rate holidays for attracting new business or linking rate holidays to businesses that increase employment in the town”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. O’Kelly and seconded by Cllr. Moore.

The members considered the report by the Town Clerk who stated that rates are a form of property tax levied by Local Authorities on the occupiers of commercial and industrial property.  Local Authorities raise rates on the basis of property valuations provided to them by the Valuation Office (who is independent of Local Authorities).  He advised the meeting that the valuation depends on factors such as the business location, square footage and the nature of the business.  The Valuation Officer informs the Local Authority of the valuation of the property.  The Town Clerk stated that the Local Authority then calculates the rates using  the current years Annual Rate on Valuation - the Annual Rate on Valuation is determined at the Budget Meeting each year.  He advised the members that if a business is not satisfied with the rateable valuation on its property, it can apply to the Commissioner of Valuation to have the valuation of the property revised.
Cllr. O’Kelly noted the Town Clerk’s report and queried if there was any merit in asking the Department of the Environment in relation to provide rate holidays.  

The Town Manager advised the members that rates are tied into the financing of Local Authorities and stated that there was no legal mechanism to provide a rate holiday.

Cllr. Bracken stated that she felt it would be very unfair to current businesses in the town who are paying rates and Cllr. O’Kelly stated that he accepted Cllr. Bracken’s point.

12.
Submitted by Cllr. Moore
(b)”That the income from Pay Parking in Naas for future years be ring fenced for the benefit of the Community of the Town, rather than to reduce the Rates Payments of retailers who make no Social Responsibility Contributions to anything in Naas”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. Callaghan.

The members considered the report by the Town Clerk who stated that income from pay parking is not ring-fenced for any specific individual purpose – instead it contributes towards the costs of the range of services provided by Naas Town Council throughout the town, including housing, water and environmental services, public lighting, transportation, street sweeping services, parks, etc.  The Town Clerk advised the meeting that commercial rates are a statutory charge payable by all commercial businesses and this revenue also goes towards funding the services as already mentioned.  In relation to the level of commercial rates, the Town Clerk stated that the Annual Rate on Valuation is determined by the members of the Council at its Annual Budget Meeting.

In proposing the motion, Cllr. Moore stated that other Councils ring-fence their pay parking income.  He added that the income from pay parking comes from the people and not from the traders.  Cllr. Moore stated that the money could be allocated over an agreed schedule.  

In seconding the motion, Cllr. Callaghan stated that he agreed with Cllr. Moore and suggested that such funds could be given to the Tidy Towns Committee who carry out a huge amount of work in the town.

Cllr. Scully stated that he agreed with the sentiments expressed by Cllr. Moore and agreed that the income from pay parking should be ring fenced for amenities.  However, Cllr. Scully stated that he did not agree with the second part of the motion “retailers who make no Social Responsibility Contributions to anything in Naas”.  Cllr. Scully stated that that the rates paid by the retailers help to fund the Council and that the Council should do everything it can to ensure that Naas is made attractive for shoppers.  

Cllr. Scully suggested that a statement be put on the back of parking tickets showing that the parking helped to fund a range of amenities in the town.

15.
Submitted by Cllr. E. McDaid

(b)“That consideration be given to the installation of a pedestrian crossing (pelican or zebra crossing) outside the Vista Clinic, to ensure the safety of people crossing from the car parking spaces along side the lake”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. McDaid and seconded by Cllr. Moore.

The members considered the report by the Town Clerk who stated that the Transportation Dept of Kildare County Council had reported that, following the opening of the Vista Clinic, consideration was given by the developer/operator to providing a crossing for pedestrians at this location.  He stated that Kildare County Council does not have the finance to install the crossing.  However, he stated that there would be no objection to the installation of a controlled pelican crossing at this location to facilitate pedestrians crossing the road.  He stated that given the speed of traffic at this location, a zebra crossing is not recommended.

In proposing the motion, Cllr. McDaid stated that a lot of people were crossing the road into the clinic at all hours of the day and night and noted that all the parking spaces are located on the other side of the road.

In seconding the motion, Cllr. Moore stated that an application for a pelican crossing is currently being considered by the developer. 

Cllr. Callaghan stated that the Vista Clinic is one of the success stories in that area of the town.  He asked that the Clinic display appropriate signage publicising the availability of a large underground carpark for visitors to the clinic.

12.
Submitted by Cllr. Moore

(c)”That Naas Town Council request the appropriate Government Minister to retract the exemption from inclusion in competition legislation recently given to the Irish Medical Organisation, which represents the General Practitioners in Ireland”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. Bracken.

The Town Clerk advised the meeting that further information is required on this motion.  He stated that a request could be submitted to the Minister for Health, with the members’ approval.

In proposing the motion, Cllr. Moore stated that Minister Coughlan has identified that they will exempt the medical profession from a declaration in conforming to a price control.  He stated that people are sometimes being charged twice, once for the doctor and again for any blood tests, etc.  

In seconding the motion, Cllr. Bracken agreed that the Council should write to the Minister.

Cllr. O’Kelly suggested that the Táiniste could be written to in this regard.

The motion was agreed by the Council.

15. To consider Questions.

(i).
Submitted by Cllr. S. Moore

(a) What is the position of the services now undertaken by Naas TC in relation to daily street cleaning of the main shopping areas?

The Town Clerk’s report advised that the Main Street gets swept first thing every morning, seven days a week. 

(b) What is the position of the services now undertaken by Naas TC in relation to routine cleaning of secondary areas of lanes and back streets?

The Town Clerk’s report stated the following;

(i)
Mondays

Car parks, Monread District Park & the Harbour Area

(ii)
Tues/Wed

Sallins, Monread end of town & ring roads

(iii)
Thurs/Fri

Craddockstown, Kilcullen & Newbridge side

(c) What is the position of the services now undertaken by Naas TC in relation to routine cleaning of the taken-in-charge estates?

The Town Clerk’s report advised that the Council does not provide road sweeping services for housing estates as a matter of policy.  He stated that this is partially due to the Council’s policy of encouraging Residents Associations to keep their own estates clean and partly due to a short-fall of resources.  

Cllr. Moore noted same.

(ii) Submitted by Cllr. E. McDaid.

(a) What is the status in the taking in charge of Oldtown Estate?

The Town Clerk’s report advised that it is not anticipated that progress will be made on the taking in charge of estates until early in the New Year, due to current workloads.  He stated that Oldtown Estate is one of the estates now high in the priority list and the Council are already dealing closely with the developer on this matter.

(b) Is it possible to take a firmer approach with landowners who ignore notices served by the Council in relation to cutting their hedges?

The Town Clerk’s report advised the members that the responsibility for hedge cutting lies with the landowner and the Council can take enforcement action against non-compliant landowners under the 1993 Roads Act.  He stated that normal procedure is to write to the landowner reminding them to cut their hedges.  If however, they fail to comply with this notification, legal action can be taken.

Cllr. McDaid noted same.

16. To consider motions and correspondence received.

The members noted correspondence received from the following;  

(a)
Received from Mullingar Town Council

“That Mullingar Town Council deplores the recommendation of An Bord Snip Nua Report on the elimination of Town Local Government and requests that the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, John Gormley, T.D., gives his full public support to all town council’s and to immediately commence the implementation of his Party’s Local Government Policy, which was published prior to the last General Election”.

(b)
Received from Waterford City Council

“That this Council requests the American Government to stop the extradition proceedings against Sean Garland”.

(c)
Received from South Tipperary County Council
“That in view of the ongoing revelations surrounding FÁS, this Council calls for its abolition in its present format”.

17. To consider any other business properly arising.

· The Mayor advised the members of the forthcoming Chamber of Commerce Business Breakfast to be held on Thursday 26th November at 7:30am in the Osprey Hotel.  

· The Town Clerk reminded the members that budget submission have to be in by the end of November.

· The Town Clerk also reminded Members that the Naas Joint Policing Committee meeting would take place on Monday 30th November in Aras Chill Dara.

· Cllr. Moore advised the meeting that the Naas Tidy Towns Group had received a bronze medal for the 3rd year in a row and the members agreed that this was a great achievement.

This concluded the official business of the meeting.

___________________

K. Kavanagh,

Town Clerk

___________________

P. Clear,

Mayor

___________________

Date
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