Naas Town Council



Minutes of the Naas Town Council Monthly Meeting held on 21st July 2009 in the Town Hall, Naas, Co Kildare at 7.00 pm

Attendance: 

Cllr. P. Clear, (in the Chair), Cllr. W. Callaghan, Cllr. S. Moore, Cllr. R. Bracken,

Cllr. A. Breen, Cllr. G. Dunne, Cllr. A. O Kelly, Cllr. D. Scully, Cllr. E. Mc Daid.

In Attendance:

Mr. E. O Sullivan, Town Manager, Mr. K. Kavanagh, Town Clerk, Mr. C. Flynn, Town Engineer, Ms. M. Mc Carthy, Administrative Officer, Mr. M. Kenny, Senior Planner, Kildare County Council, Ms. Caroline Kane, NYPD (Naas Youth Programme for Development), Mr. Martin Kane NYPD (Naas Youth Programme for Development)

1.
To consider Manager’s Orders and Planning Applications received since last Monthly Meeting (7:00 – 7:30pm in committee).

The Members discussed items of Meetings protocol at this stage of the meeting.

The Mayor, Members and Executive of the meeting paid their condolences to former Councillor Mary Glennon on the death of her son Tom Glennon.

2.
To consider minutes of April Monthly Meeting held on 21st April 2009 

(i)June Monthly Meeting held on 16th June 2009 (to be circulated).

The minutes were proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. Callaghan and agreed by the meeting.

(ii)Annual General Meeting held on 15th June 2009 (to be circulated).

The minutes were proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. Mc Daid and agreed by the meeting.

3.
To consider the disposal of the fee simple interest in accordance with Section 183 Notice (copy of Notice already circulated) 75 Lacken View, 67 Sarto Road, 40 Our Lady’s Place, 4 Dublin Road

The disposal of the fee simple interest in 75 Lacken View, 67 Sarto Road, 40 Our Lady’s Place and 4 Dublin Road was proposed by Cllr. Callaghan and seconded by Cllr. Moore and agreed by the meeting.

4.
To approve the Refinancing of the Devoy Land acquisition loan..

The Members considered the report by the Town Clerk who advised of the need to put a strategy in Place to commence repayments on the existing HFA loan.  The Manager advised that the refinancing proposal was the strategic thing to do and that there would be no penalties incurred if the Council wanted to pay back the loan at an earlier date. 

The refinancing proposal was proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. Callaghan and agreed by the Members.

7.
To consider Annual Financial Statement (AFS) for the financial year ending 31st December 2008 (already circulated).

The Members noted the Annual Financial Statement for the year ended 31st December 2008

8.
To approve Over-Expenditure on Revenue Account for the financial year ending 31st December 2008.

The Over-Expenditure on the Revenue Account for the financial year ending 31st December 2008 was proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. Cllr. Mc Daid and agreed by the meeting.

4.
To Consider Material Contravention for Planning Register Reference 09/500017 Mr. Derek McClean, for development consisting of change of use from industrial unit to indoor play area for children, replace existing roller door with window to front, new rear emergency exit, signage to front, cafe facilities, additional car-parking spaces to Monread Commercial Park and all ancillary siteworks at Unit 4 Monread Commercial Park, Naas, Co. Kildare.

The Mayor invited Michael Kenny to the meeting.  The Members considered the report by the Town Manager. Cllr. Dunne enquired whether the change of use would involve layoffs.  Mr. Kenny advised that the units were currently vacant.  The Town Clerk advised that a Material Contravention requires three quarters of the Members to approve the material Contravention.  

The Material Contravention was proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. Scully and agreed unanimously by the Members.

9.
To consider Housing Progress Report for quarter ended 30th June 2009 (to be circulated).

Cllr. Moore commended the Housing staff for using initiative in converting a number of three bed units into four bed units.  Cllr. Moore queried whether the Council were using contractors to carry out housing works.  The Town Engineer confirmed that the majority of housing improvements were carried out by the Council’s own housing staff but noted that certain works were specialised works that required specialists to carry out the work. 

10.
To consider Financial Report for quarter ended 30th June 2009 (to be circulated).
The Members considered the report by the Town Clerk. 

5.
To receive presentation from NYPD - Naas Youth Programme for Development.
The Mayor welcomed the Naas Youth Programme for Development (NYPD) to the meeting. The Members considered the presentation by Caroline Cullen and Martin Kane of NYPD. Caroline Cullen updated Members on their progress to provide a Youth café for the Town and requested the Members support for the initiative.  

11.
To note Progress Report (to be circulated).

Cllr. Moore commended the Town Engineer and his staff for the work carried out on the Historic Towns Trails Project and noted that the initiative was a great addition to Naas.  The Members agreed to have the launch on Tuesday 15th of September before the Council meeting.

12.
To note reports from Conferences

There were no reports on Conferences.

13.
To consider Notice of Motion.

Submitted by Cllr. R. Bracken

(a)“That a warning letter under the Derelict Sites Act 1990 be sent to registered owners of Alderside, Dublin Road, Cluain Aoibhinn (Market House), Harbour View and the derelict house in Cleevaun immediately and to be followed up with court proceedings for same if letters not acted upon”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Bracken and seconded by Cllr. Breen.

The members considered the report by the Town Clerk. 

The Town Engineer advised that the Council had powers under the Derelict sites Act and that the Council sought to work with the landowner in question before taking legal action. 

14.
Submitted by Cllr. A. O’Kelly 
(a)“That the Council would implement or install additional safety measures on the newly opened Ballymore to Craddockstown Road”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. O’Kelly and seconded by Cllr. Callaghan

Cllr. O Kelly advised that the residents in the area were very concerned and something needed to be done to slow cars down.  Cllr. Callaghan queried whether there was funding available in conjunction with the original Part 8.  The Town Manager advised that the previous Members had been advised of the risk of losing funding in the event that the Part 8 was not approved.  The Town Engineer noted that money had been set aside for safety measures in the Budget and would investigate whether funding could be found to improve safety measures. 

15.
Submitted by Cllr. S. Moore

(a)“That the Members of this Council agree to promote a national agreement to favour the creation of managed permanent/temporary display hoardings in suitable locations and to abolish the erecting of Election Posters in Town Centres as has been done with other fly posting literature”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. Scully

Cllr. Moore noted that the Town centre was blanketed with election posters and considered that a designated display hording under licence would be more appropriate.  Cllr. Scully noted that some Members had agreed to limit posters to outside the town centre however this was not undertaken by all parties.  Cllr. Breen advised that she was not aware that the Council were limiting election posters from the town centre.  It was agreed to forward this motion to the Protocol meeting for further discussion.

16.
Submitted by Cllr. A. Breen 

(a)“That this Council accepts the Oct. 2008 report of the Ombudsman in which she criticised local authorities who do not provide waivers for refuse collection service for low income families and resolves to ensure that in the budget for 2010 the citizens of Naas Town will be treated equally with the citizens living in the Kildare County Council functional area”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Breen and seconded by Cllr. Dunne.

The members considered the report by the Town Clerk.  The Members agreed that Cllr. Breen should make a submission to the Budget for 2010 on the second element of the motion. 

13.
Submitted by Cllr. R. Bracken

 (b)“That permit parking be introduced into those housing estates where residents’ associations vote for same.  Permits to bear a minimal charge to residents and their guests but should prevent all-day parking by others.  Waivers should be made available for those who qualify”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Bracken and seconded by Cllr. Dunne.

The Members considered the report by the Town Clerk.  The Members agreed that there were some areas that required the assistance of the Local Authority.  The Town Engineer advised that as the roads in estates taken in charge were public roads, authorisation could not be given to the Resident’s Association to determine who could park in the estate.  The Town Manager noted that the Council would be undertaking a review of the Byelaws in the future and that the Council needed to look at the issue in a coherent way.

15. 
Submitted by Cllr. S. Moore

(b)“That Naas Town Council immediately calls on National Government to make Exchequer provision to give payment supports, through the National Welfare Payment Systems, for domestic refuse disposal costs”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. Bracken.  The Members agreed that the issue is a matter for the Department of Social and Family Affairs,

16.
Submitted by Cllr. A. Breen

(b)“That all Heavy Goods Vehicles be banned from the Town Centre.  This in view of the fact that the link road from the Newbridge Road to the Kilcullen Road is now complete”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Breen and seconded by Cllr. Dunne.

The Members considered the report by the Town Clerk.  Cllr. Breen accepted the report and requested that the advisory signs are erected.  Cllr. Callaghan noted that hauliers could be advised of alternative routes around Naas.

17.
To consider Questions.

 Submitted by Cllr. A. O’Kelly

(a) Can the Council get an update on the proposed Fairgreen Action Plan?

The report from the Town Clerk advised that a draft Action Plan has been submitted to the Planners for consideration. It is anticipated that the Plan will be presented at the September monthly meeting

Submitted by Cllr. E. McDaid

(a)
Could Naas Town Council identify where the newly allocated bins will be placed?

The report from the Town Clerk advised that Naas Town Council allocated €15,000 in this year’s estimates towards the provision of new litter bins and that it was planned to install a total of 10 bins in the main car parks which will cost roughly €5,000.  The Members should email the Town Engineer with further suggestions for additional bins.  It is important however that bins are sited in sensible locations where they will be emptied on a regular basis, and not in out-of-town areas which could attract elements of dumping.

Submitted by Cllr. A. Breen

(a)
When can the results of the April 2007 Safety Audit conducted by the KCC in relation to safety at the schools on the Sallins Road be made available for review and discussion?.

The Town Clerk read the report received from Kildare County Council who advised that there wasn’t an official Safety Audit carried out in this instance.  Kildare County Council’s Health and Safety Advisor and the then Road Safety Officer visited the area of the school on Friday 20th April 2007 at the request of the Mercy Convent School’s Parents Council.

(b)
When will the additional signs i.e. “Flashing lights and speed restrictions” be completed at the convent schools on the Sallins Road?.

The Town Clerk read the report received from Kildare County Council.  

Naas Town Council has erected additional signage on the Sallins road in the vicinity of the school to alert road users to the location of the school.  Speeding would not seem to be an issue at this location due to the nearby traffic signals and the volume of traffic in the town, which limits the speed of vehicles travelling in this area.  

(c)
What is the situation in regard to the request of the Primary School Parents Council for a meeting with the KCC, NTC and elected councillors on the issue of School Safety at the Convent Primary School?

The Town Clerk advised that a date for the meeting had been arranged.  We will advise the Members of the time and date once if has been confirmed with the Parents Council.

18.
To consider motions and correspondence received.

The Town Clerk advised Members that the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law reform had commenced a major review of gambling and advised Members that submissions had to be made by early September.  The Town Clerk also advised Members of the receipt of a revised departmental circular LG 13/09 with regard to Annual expenses.

The members agreed to receive a presentation from the Naas Twinning Group at the next Protocol meeting. 

19.
To consider any other business properly arising.

Cllr. Scully advised the Members of the date for the Naas Family Fun Day as being the 30th August 2009.

Cllr. Callaghan advised the members that the Mc Carthy Report recommending that Town Councils are abolished would be discussed at the AMAI conference.  Cllr. Callaghan noted that Mc Carthy did not have a remit to assess local authorities and he also considered that the Town Council members had received a mandate from the general public in the recent Local Elections.  Cllr. Callaghan urged all Town Council Members to voice their objections to their local Oireachtas Members.  Cllr. Moore questioned where the research came from with regard to Local Authorities.  Cllr. Callaghan suggested that the County Managers Association had made a submission to the report and requested that a copy of that report should be received.

This concluded the official business of the meeting.

___________________

K. Kavanagh,

Town Clerk.

___________________

Mayor

___________________

Date
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