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 Minutes of the Naas Town Council Monthly Meeting held on 

21st April 2009 in the Town Hall, Naas, Co Kildare at 7.00 pm




Attendance: 

Cllr. S. Moore, (in the Chair),




Cllr. P. Clear, Cllr. P. Behan,




Cllr. P. McCarthy, Cllr. D. Scully,




Cllr. M. Glennon, Cllr. W. Callaghan,



Cllr. J. J. Power.

In Attendance:
Mr. E. O Sullivan, Town Manager,




Mr. K. Kavanagh, Town Clerk,




Mr. C. Flynn, Town Engineer,

Ms. M. Boyle, A/Staff Officer.

Apologies:

Cllr. A. Creevey.

1.
To consider Manager’s Orders and Planning Applications received since last Monthly Meeting (7:00 – 7:30pm in committee).
The members discussed a number of planning applications.

  2.
To consider minutes of 

(i) March Monthly Meeting held on 24th March 2009 (circulated)

The minutes of the March Monthly Meeting held on 24th March 2009 were proposed by Cllr. Callaghan and seconded by Cllr. Power.

(ii) Adjourned March Monthly Meeting held on 31st March 2009 (circulated)

The minutes of the Adjourned March Monthly Meeting held on 31st March 2009 were proposed by Cllr. Clear and seconded by Cllr. Power.

3.
To consider the disposal of the fee simple interest in accordance with Section 183 Notice (copy of Notice already circulated)

(a) 71 Kingsfurze, Naas.

(b) 22 St. Martin’s Avenue, Naas.

The disposal of the fee simple interest in accordance with Section 183 in respect of the above properties was proposed by Cllr. Clear and seconded by Cllr. Callaghan.

 4.
To note Statutory Audit Report on the accounts of Naas Town Council for year ended 31st December 2007 and Revised Annual Financial Statement for year ended 31st December 2007 (copy enclosed).

The Town Manager advised the members that the Local Government Auditor is appointed by the Minister and certifies the accounts.  He advised the members that the audit was a very satisfactory one and that there were no serious issues.

Cllr. Scully stated that revenue is a big challenge and the auditor has been quite critical, particularly in relation to the collection of development levies.  He stated that the Council needs every ‘red cent’ and asked that the Council address this matter.

The Statutory Audit Report was noted by the members.

 5.
To consider the Taking in Charge of 

(i) Cluainn Aoibhinn

(ii) Ard na Laoi

The Town Clerk read a report prepared by the Town Engineer on this matter.  

All of the members were in favour of the taking in charge of both estates.

Cllr. Callaghan referred to an issue regarding the footpath and the Town Engineer undertook to investigate same.

Cllr. Power sought clarification in relation to the road and he noted that it was built in accordance with the planning permission.  The Town Engineer confirmed that the road was built in accordance with the permission granted.

The Town Manager stated that the Council has a duty of care and must be sure that it does not create any hazards for road users before it is open to through traffic.

The Town Manager stated that the road would not be opened until such time as the Safety Assessment is carried out.  He further advised the meeting that regardless of the decision the members make tonight does not mean that the road will open tomorrow. 

6.
Regional and Local Roads Investment Programme – Update 

Department Circular RLR 6/2009.

The Town Engineer advised the meeting that the amount of the Block Road Grant had been reduced from €605,000 to €373,000.  He stated that he would have to

prioritise what jobs need to be done and this list would be finalised over the next number of days and would be circulated to the members.

Cllr. Clear referred to the condition of the Tipper Road and described the reduction of the grant as ‘disasterous news’.  She stated that all of the items on the programme are essential items.  

The Town Engineer clarified for the benefit of the meeting that block grants are used for the maintenance works and levies are used for the construction of ring roads etc.

The Town Manager stated that the reduction of the grant would put a dent in the planned programme.

 7.
To note Progress Report (circulated).

In relation to parking at the schools, it was noted that the Road Safety Officer is meeting with the school very shortly.  It was noted that the Town Clerk and the Town Engineer are meeting with the Area Engineer next week to progress the matter.

It was noted that the members of the Area Committee agreed today to reduce the speed to 30kmh in the area.

In relation to item 09/103 it was noted that the motion was submitted by Cllr. Glennon and not by Cllr. Scully as stated on the report.  Cllr. Scully asked that this be amended.

 8.
To consider Housing Progress Report for quarter ended 31st March 2009 (circulated).

The members noted the contents of the Housing Report and the Town Clerk answered any queries raised by the members.

Cllr. Scully stated that the housing list is not decreasing and stated that it will get higher and higher.  He referred to the Devoy Scheme and the possibility of the Council commencing this scheme.  Cllr. Power stated that it is now cheaper to purchase houses on the open market rather than building.

The Mayor reminded the members that there was a notice of motion in relation to the Devoy scheme and that the issue could be discussed then.

9.
To consider Financial Report for quarter ended 31st March 2009 (to be circulated).

The Town Clerk and Town Manager outlined the main contents of the report for the benefit of the meeting.  It was noted that planning fees would be down significantly against the budget if the current pattern was to continue.

10.
To note reports from Conferences

It was noted that there were no conferences to report on.

11.
To note reports from Sub-Committees 

Allotments

Cllr. Power stated that the site to be selected would have to be permanent and further arrangements would be made with the Town Engineer.  

Anti Litter

Cllr. Moore advised the meeting regarding the tremendous response received in relation to the clean up and congratulated all the Residents Associations involved.

Festival

Cllr. Scully wished to clarify that there is no festival in Naas for Punchestown this year.  He stated that it was impossible to get sponsorship in the current climate.  However, he stated that the Council’s family day would still take place.  Cllr. Moore wished the Punchestown Committee the very best of luck for the 5 day festival.

Cllr. Glennon then left the meeting for a prior arrangement.


Signage

Cllr. Behan advised the meeting that further signs were in train.  Cllr. Power referred to the new road at Millennium Park and requested that the Council look into the possibility of placing distance markers there for walkers.

Skateboard

Cllr. Scully advised the meeting that the members of the committee had met with Town Engineer.  He stated that there was €200,000 in the fund which had ring-fenced by the Council for the last 4 years for the park which would be situated at the new Swimming Pool.  Cllr. Scully urged the Town Manager to give the green light for this project to commence.

Cllr. Clear seconded Cllr. Scully sentiments.  The Town Manager stated that it is not a case of signing a Manager’s Order and advised the meeting that there is no design yet done.  He also advised the meeting that there is a Statutory Part 8 Process that would have to be undertaken.  The Town Manager stated that the €200,000 would not be used for any other purpose and stated that it is very important that the members take a very cold look at this.

Cllr. McCarthy stated that the construction of the skateboard park was very important to every member of the Council.

Mr. O’Sullivan asked that the sub-committee reconvene and stated that he would attend the meeting.  It was agreed that a further meeting of the sub-committee would be held on Friday 24th April at 4:00pm.

Intercultural Forum

The Town Manager stated that he was awaiting confirmation from the Housing Services of Kildare County Council and Naas Town Council.  He stated that the forum would focus on ethnic minority groups and that he would confirm a date for the event as soon as possible.

  12.
To consider Notice of Motion.

Deferred from March Monthly Meeting

Submitted by Cllr. P. McCarthy.

(a)
“That the Devoy Housing Scheme be developed on a phased basis to match the indicative budget available from the Department over the next three years, and that phase one will now be commenced”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. McCarthy and seconded by Cllr. Scully.

The Town Clerk read the contents of his report in which he stated that the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government has advised that they are not in a position to approve the social and affordable housing scheme.  As a result, the meeting was advised that, as there is no funding available at this time, the Council is not in a position to develop the site.  It was also noted that the Council currently owe the HFA for acquisition costs and interest for this site and he stated that this would have to be repaid as a matter of priority.

In proposing the motion Cllr. McCarthy stated that the builders are now giving very good prices.  He stated that the motion is asking that the development be built on a phased basis.  

Cllr. Scully stated that the Council should not be dependent on the Government.  He stated that the site will remain vacant for the next 5 years and stated that the Council should take out a loan.

Cllr. Power disagreed with the motion and stated that he was not in favour of the motion.  He stated that the Council also spent a lot of money on designs and stated that 

there are houses for sale around and the Council could buy them in ones and twos.  

Cllr. Behan stated that he could not see how it would be possible for the Council to develop the scheme in the circumstances outlined.

The Town Manager stated that the estimated cost of the project was €21 million for a mix of 107 affordable and social houses.  He stated that there are clear restrictions from the Department and advised the members that Local Authorities have to operate within the constraints.

Cllr. Callaghan stated that some members of the Council need to get real and asked who is going to give the Council €5 - €10 million to commence this project.

Cllr. McCarthy stated that it is not an issue of borrowing and asked if €2 million is available over the next 3 years.  In response, the Town Manager stated that €2 million a year will not fund phase 1 of the development.  He stated that it is the Council’s priority to manage its debt.  Mr. O’Sullivan suggested that Cllr. McCarthy defer the motion until such time as financing is resolved.  Cllr. McCarthy agreed to defer the motion.

(b)
“That the access point to Aylmer Park be linked up to Monread Avenue in accordance with the original design, and that the Monread Ave/Monread Road junction be upgraded to allow for the safe exit of traffic from the Monread Ave. and Aylmer area to the Monread Road”. 

The motion was proposed by Cllr. McCarthy and seconded by Cllr. Behan.

The Town Clerk read the contents of a report prepared on the motion which stated that the Area Engineer has advised that a strip of land adjacent to Monread Avenue must first be transferred/taken in charge by the Council in order to facilitate the revised entrance and this matter was currently with the Council’s solicitors.  It as also noted that the developer of Aylmer Park would be responsible for constructing the revised entrance and the closing off of the existing entrance under the planning permission.  The members were also advised that any works would be subject to the prior approval of the Town Engineer.   

The motion was agreed by the Council.

(c)
“That this Council increase its publicity for the anti-litter campaign, paying particular attention to ‘black spots’ by the provision of extra bins, augmented sweeper service and the erection of prominent site notices”.
The motion was proposed by Cllr. McCarthy and seconded by Cllr. Moore.

The Town Clerk reported that the Council has installed and services approx. 450 litter bins throughout the town including on side streets, parks, walkways, etc.  The report also outlined the street cleaning schedule and the number of outdoor staff involved in street cleaning, collection of litter, etc.

Cllr. McCarthy stated that this issue has come up on several occasions while he has been out canvassing.  

Cllr. Moore stated that there are no black spot in the town and suggested that the Council might give more prominence on the appropriate signage to the level of fines applicable to those found littering.

13.
Submitted by Cllr. J. J. Power

(a)
“That refs no. 500003 & 4 & 5 & 7 & 9 Grandstand Pub be put onto the derelict sites register”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Power and seconded by Cllr. Clear.

In proposing the motion, Cllr. Power stated that the Council should include these properties on the Derelict Sites Register.  He stated that there is a 3% levy to be collected here and it is then up to the individual owner of the property to liaise with the Council.

Cllr. Clear supported the motion but noted that no. 500009 refers to a development  on North Main Street that is now finished.

The Town Engineer advised the meeting that even if a planning application is lodged on a particular site, it does not preclude the Council from taking action on a derelict site.

14.
Submitted by Cllr. S. Moore.

(a)
“That Naas Town Council investigate and inform communities on how Community CCTV can be funded by Government and linked up to central Town CCTV”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. Behan.

The Town Clerk read the contents of his report which stated that the original Community based CCTV scheme was launched by the Department of the Justice with administrative assistance being provided from Pobal and there are extensive guidance documents available on the original scheme.  The members were advised that there is currently no government funding available for Community CCTV.  

(b)
“That Naas Town Council now identifies its listing and progress on the acquisition of ‘Park and Ride’ facilities for Naas shoppers and commuters”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. Callaghan.

The Town Engineer stated that a report in relation to this matter was not yet finalised.  He stated that one of the sites being investigated is situated on the Dublin Road 

close to the Maudlins interchange.  He advised the members that there was ample parking in the town.  The Town Engineer recommended that further consideration be given to service a Park & Ride to Dublin but did not feel that it is needed for Naas town.

(c)
“That the new Naas Town Council charges of €200 per application for new headstones in an already inflated graves cost situation, be eliminated from bereaved families”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. Behan.

The Town Clerk read the contents of his report to the members which explained the reason for the charge and he advised the members that consideration will be given to revising the current fee and making an appropriate allowance in the budget for any fees relinquished as a result.

Cllr. Moore welcomed the report.  Cllr. Behan, in seconding the motion, asked that perhaps the members could reconsider the charge.

Cllr. Power referred to a number of plots in the Graveyard where people have erected constructions over triple plots and have spent huge amounts of money on headstones and grave surrounds.

Cllr. Moore stated that he was happy to leave the matter in the hands of the Town Clerk. 

15.
To consider Questions.

Deferred from March Monthly Meeting


Submitted by Cllr. P. McCarthy.

(i)
To ask if the Fire Officer is satisfied with the access arrangements for emergency services in Monread District Park.

The Town Clerk advised the members that the Chief Fire Officer is happy with the access to Monread District Park.

 16.
To consider motions and correspondence received.

The members noted the motion received from New Ross Town Council which called on the Minister of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government to amend Section 

42 (3)(b) of the Planning & Development Act to extend the period for planning permission from 5 years to 8 years.

The members noted the motion received from Killarney Town Council, which called on the Government to reject the proposals from the Irish Bookmakers Association in allowing gaming machines into the Bookmakers in shops in the republic.

The members noted the motion received from Monaghan Town Council which condemned the Government for its recent attacks on the Irish language, namely the proposal to abolish Early Immersion (Tumoideachas) Education and cuts to support for summer courses in Irish colleges in the Gaeltacht.

17.
To consider any other business properly arising.

It was agreed that the Progress meeting scheduled for Tuesday 28th April be cancelled due to the unavailability of a number of members.

This concluded the official business of the meeting.

___________________

K. Kavanagh,

Town Clerk.

___________________

S. Moore,

Mayor

___________________

Date
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