NAAS TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Naas Town Council March Monthly meeting held on Tuesday 24th March 2009 in the Council Chamber, Áras Chill Dara, Devoy Park, Naas at 7:00pm.

Attendance:


Mayor S. Moore (in the Chair)





Cllr. J.J. Power, 

Cllr. A. Creevey, 

Cllr. D. Scully, 





Cllr. P. McCarthy, 

Cllr. P. Clear, 

Cllr. P. Behan,





Cllr. W. Callaghan,

Cllr. M. Glennon.

In Attendance:

Mr. E. O’Sullivan, Town Manager.





Mr. K. Kavanagh, Town Clerk





Ms. B. O’Shea, Planner





Ms. Majella Boyle

1. (a)
To consider Manager’s Orders and Planning Applications received since last Monthly Meeting (7:00-7:30pm in committee)

The Members discussed a number of planning applications.  The Members also discussed possible recipients for the annual Civic Awards. 

2.
To consider minutes of;

(i) February Monthly Meeting held on 17th February 2009 (as circulated)

The minutes of the February Monthly meeting held on 17th February 2009 were proposed by Cllr. Callaghan and seconded by Cllr. Behan.  Cllr. McCarthy stated that he had requested under Item 13(a) that a cul-de-sac sign be erected at the Gallops Junction and he asked that this be included in the minutes.  Cllr. Clear stated that the meeting was held in Aras Chill Dara and not the Town Hall and asked that this reference be amended.  It was also noted that under Item 7 Progress Report, the one-way system referred to was at “St. Michael’s Terrace”.  The minutes, as amended, were approved by the meeting. 

(ii) Adjourned February Monthly Meeting held on 24th February 2009 (as circulated) 

The minutes of the Adjourned February Monthly Meeting held on 24th February 2009 were proposed by Cllr. Clear, seconded by Cllr. Power and approved by the meeting.


3.
Report on Water Services Projects from Director of Services

The meeting welcomed Mr. Joe Boland, Kildare Co. Council, Director of Services, Water Services and Mr. Michael O’Leary, Senior Engineer, Water Services, to the meeting. 

Mr. Boland gave an overview of recent and planned improvements to Naas Town Council’s water services infrastructure (a copy of this report which was circulated to the meeting is attached).

During his report, Mr. Boland stated that the County Council, together with the Town Council, is implementing a comprehensive water services investment programme to meet current requirements and to facilitate further development.  Funding for this programme comes from central government grants and local contributions consisting of development levies and water charges. 

Following Mr. Boland’s presentation there was a question and answer session, and Mr. Boland and Mr. O’Leary addressed a number of supplementary issues raised by the Members including capacity at the Osberstown treatment plant, the pump house on the Ballymore Road, and the leak detection programme.

The Town Manager reminded the meeting that the Town Engineer had previously reported to Council on the condition of water pipes in the town.  He added to Mr. Boland’s earlier comment that the water supplied to Naas is tested regularly by the HSE and has consistently shown to be of a high quality.

Mr. O’Sullivan thanked Mr. Boland and Mr. O’Leary for their report and stated that the town of Naas could not develop without a good quality water service.  He stated that a good quality water service would facilitate the on-going development of the town and maintain the high quality standards.

The Mayor, on behalf of the members, thanked Mr. Boland and Mr. O’Leary for attending the meeting and the delegation then left the meeting.

4.
Briefing from the Director of Services in relation to the Review of the Naas Town Plan

The meeting welcomed Mr. John Lahart, Director of Services, Planning, Mr. Michael Kenny, Senior Planner, and Ms. Elaine Donohoe, Executive Planner to the meeting.  Ms. Donohoe circulated a handout to the meeting, which covered the Review of the Naas Town Development Plan 2005-20011 and also the preparation of the Draft Naas Town Development Plan 2011-2017.

Mr. Lahart then outlined the process and the timescales involved for the benefit of the meeting.  He stated that most of the work would be done in-house.  He stated that he hoped that the members would take a strategic view of the town for 2011-2017.  

Mr. Michael Kenny, Senior Planner then took the members through the handout, as circulated (copy attached).  He further stated that the 2000 Act provides for the preparation of the plan in 3 stages, the first of which commences in May 2009 with a 99 week review process.  Mr. Kenny also outlined the Strategic Environmental Assessment also required under the Planning & Development Act, which would be running concurrently with the Development Plan.

In response to a question from Cllr. McCarthy, Mr. Kenny stated that the Guidelines in the Planning Act are very specific and unfortunately are blind to local elections, Christmas, etc.  He stated that the process has to commence in May, and that the purpose of the Planner’s attendance at the meeting was to give the Members a briefing on the process.    

In relation to a query on the interchange at Millennium Park, Mr. Kenny stated that this matter is with An Bord Pleanala at present.  

In response to a query by Cllr. Power regarding mis-matching of development between plans, Mr. Kenny advised the meeting that the Council intends to undertake the Development Plans in-house, and that these “mis-matches” should therefore be avoided in the next County and Town plans.

In response to a question from Cllr. Clear on the Local Area Plan for the Harbour area, Mr. Lahart stated that he would not welcome a LAP process in parallel with the Development Plan  and suggested a hold on further work on the LAP.  He added that the work already done on the LAP would be used to inform the Development Plan.

5.
Briefing from the Director of Services in relation to Circular RLR6/2009 Regional and Local Road Maintenance Programme

The meeting welcomed Mr. Des O’Connor, S.E.E., Roads Administration, to the meeting.  Mr. O’Connor thanked the members and extended his apologies on behalf of Des Page, Director of Services, Roads Administration, for his inability to attend the meeting.

Mr. O’Connor stated that there is a hold on funding at the moment.  He stated that the Council are trying to obtain clarification from Central Government and stated that the situation should be clearer after the Government’s mini-budget has taken place.  Mr. O’Connor further stated that after 23rd February that no contracts were to be entered into until the Department of Finance gave their approval to same.

The Mayor asked that Mr. O’Connor return to the meeting after April 7th to advise the Council of progess on this matter.

Cllr. McCarthy stated that the news was disappointing, and noted that there are projects on the cards since the January meeting and that members of the public are waiting on these jobs to be done.

The Town Manager thanked Mr. Lahart, Mr. Kenny and Ms. Donohoe for their overview of the process, which, he noted, must commence within the 4 year statutory framework.  Mr. O’Sullivan noted that any new members will be in office for the vast majority of the 99 week period.

The members of the meeting and officials also thanked Mr. O’Connor for attending the meeting.  Mr. Lahart, Mr. Kenny, Ms. Donohoe and Mr. O’Connor then left the meeting.

6.
To note Capital Programme 2009-2011 (previously circulated)

The Town Clerk outlined the basis of the report, as circulated, and stated that the programme is based on the assumption of funding being available from the Exchequer and on the collection of development levies.  He added that any variance on this figure would affect the commencement of projects

The Mayor queried if the Council would have to review the capital budget.  

The Town Manager pointed out that that the Capital Programme 2009-2011 calls for funding of €50m based on a number of projects across the various programme groups, and stressed to the Members that a source of funding for €38.6 million remains to be identified. 

7.
Report on Derelict Sites

The members were provided with an updated list of Derelict Sites and Ms. Bernadette O’Shea, Planner, gave a brief overview of same.  Ms. O’Shea advised the meeting that the owners of 6 of the listed sites had had recent pre-planning discussions with the Council.  

The Members sought clarification on a number of sites on the list, including those properties at 30 Hollywood Park, 134 Monread Heights and one on the Dublin Road - their queries were addressed by Ms. O’Shea.   

Following a query from Cllr. Power, the Town Clerk advised the members that if there are any further sites they may have concerns about, that they could advise the Council staff and they would be investigated accordingly.

8.
To consider the Taking in Charge of;

(i) Cluainn Aoibhinn

(ii) Ard na Laoi

It was agreed to defer this item to the April Monthly Meeting of the Council.

9.
To note Progress Report (circulated)

The Progress Report (as previously circulated) was noted by the meeting.

10.
To note reports from Conferences

The reports from Conferences were noted by the meeting.

11.
To note reports from Sub-Committees


Allotments:



Cllr. Power advised that this matter would be considered further on the return of the Town Engineer from annual leave.

Anti-Litter:


The Mayor advised the meeting that a Spring Clean week would take place from 4th-13th April and notification would be sent to each Residents Association over the next few days.


Festival:

The members noted that there was nothing to report.


Signage:

Cllr. Behan advised the meeting that signs were being erected and work was on-going.


Skateboard:

The members noted that there was nothing to report.


Intercultural Forum:

The Town Manager advised the members that discussions had taken place between the Housing Officer and the Project Team in relation to the provision of services to ethnic groups.  Mr. O’Sullivan advised the members that an Intercultural Day was planned where Kildare County Council and Naas Town Council staff would be in attendance to advise regarding the range of housing, etc available.  Staff would also be able to explain how the process works.

Cllr. Callaghan advised the meeting that the Easter Parade would take place on Sunday 12th April.  He stated that 22 new groups are looking to get involved this year, and advised that a band, from Naas’ twin town in Dillingen would be in attendance, along with the Mayor and some Councillors from that town.  He also stated that an American basketball team from the Bronx area of New York would participate along with many other community and sporting group.  Cllr. Callaghan stated that he hoped the Mayor and members of the Council would support the event.  

12.
To consider Notices of Motion

Submitted by Cllr. D. Scully

(a)
“That this Council immediately request that a leasing arrangement to be put in place between NTC and KCC for the old swimming pool site, so that it can be used for safe drop off parking for the CBS schools before the Corbans Lane scheme commences”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Scully and seconded by Cllr. Glennon.

The members considered the report by the Town Clerk, which stated that a leasing arrangement would be considered inappropriate at present due to the fact that the area is being considered under the Action Area Plan for the Fairgreen.

The Members called on Kildare County Council, as the site owner, to put a lease arrangement in place whereby the site could be used by the schools for parking purposes. The Town Manager advised the meeting that he expected the final draft of the Fairgreen Action Area Plan to be available in the next 2-4 weeks.  

The motion was unanimously agreed by the members and it was agreed that the matter would be taken up with Kildare County Council.

13.
Submitted by Cllr. S. Moore

(a)
“That Naas Town Council agrees to review the value of Twinning, in the context of a smaller world and where entertainment, hospitality and air fare costs are seen as a pre-requisite items and overriding factors to a yearly plan, now that the original idea of cultural, educational and economic ties to a much smaller EC is replaced only with friendships”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. Scully.

The members considered the report by the Town Clerk. 
In proposing the motion, Cllr. Moore stated that twinning in Naas may have the wrong focus and argued that he did not consider twinning good value for money.  Cllr.  Power and Cllr. McCarthy stated that they found the motion very unclear.  Cllr. McCarthy, Cllr. Callaghan, Cllr. Scully, Cllr. Creevey and Cllr. Clear suggested that the motion would be better discussed at a Protocol Committee meeting of the Council.

Cllr. Callaghan expressed disappointment that the motion was put before the meeting less than 3 weeks before the German delegation are due to visit Naas.  Cllr. Callaghan stated that he felt that the Twinning Committee do give value for money and noted that accounts were submitted on a yearly basis.  Cllr. Callaghan expressed his disappointment on seeing this motion on the agenda.

Cllr. Glennon stated that she would like to make it clear that the members are not running for cover to a sub-committee.  Cllr. Glennon further stated that Cllr. Moore himself voted for the twinnings and that she cannot understand his motivation for the motion.  Cllr. Glennon further stated that the Twinning Committee do not indulge in junketing that the committee is made up of an impressive group of people with very little expense to Naas Town Council.

14.
Submitted by Cllr. M. Glennon

(a)
“That Naas Town Council resolves to open the stretch of the inner relief road from the Ballymore road to the Craddockstown Road immediately regardless of future plans for the remaining stretch of the planner route”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Glennon and seconded by Cllr. Behan.

The members considered the report by the Area Engineer.  The report stated that Kildare Co. Council Road Design commissioned a Health & Safety Review in October 2008 which recommended that this road not be opened until such time as a number of improvement works were carried out between the R411 Ballymore Eustace Road and R410 Blessington Road.

In proposing the motion, Cllr. Glennon stated that it is very simple to put in traffic signalling and pedestrian crossings.  She stated that funding should be made available to enable this stretch of road to be opened as soon as possible.

In seconding the motion, Cllr. Behan stated that Kildare Co. Council should act on this matter.  He stated that the road cannot now be widened so Naas Town Council will have to make the best use it can of it.  Cllr. Behan stated that a proposal should be made as soon as possible in relation to this section of road.
Cllr. Power queried the position regarding a combined cycle lane/footpath and advised the Council that he would not be giving up on the cycle lanes.

The Town Clerk advised the finding a source of funding for the anticipated costs of appx. €600,000 to carry out the necessary works would be difficult. In response to a query raised, the Town Manager advised the meeting that the road would be classed as a local road in its current status.  Mr. O’Sullivan informed the meeting that he would request that the Town Engineer and the Roads Design Section take the matter up regarding the minimum improvements that would be needed in order to open the road up to through traffic without compromising personal safety.  He also stated that the matter of funding would have to be investigated.  

The motion was unanimously agreed by the Council. 

It was agreed that the meeting be adjourned to Tuesday 31st March 2009. Members expressed their disappointment that this business of the meeting had not been concluded in that evening’s session.  

This concluded the official business of the meeting.

___________________

K. Kavanagh,

TOWN CLERK

___________________

S. Moore

MAYOR

___________________

DATE
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