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Minutes of the Naas Town Council adjourned Monthly Meeting held on 24th February 2009 in the Town Hall, Naas, Co Kildare at 7.00 pm



Attendance: 
Cllr. S. Moore, (in the Chair),

                      Cllr. W. Callaghan,




Cllr. P. Behan,



Cllr. P. Clear

Cllr. D. Scully,
Cllr. J. J. Power.
In attendance:
Mr. E. O Sullivan, Town Manager,



Mr. K. Kavanagh, Town Clerk,



Mr. C. Flynn, Town Engineer,
Ms. M. Mc Carthy, Administrative Officer.
Apologies:

Cllr. A. Creevey,
Cllr. P. McCarthy,






Cllr. M. Glennon.
Cllr. Power advised that Cllr. Glennon had requested that he table her motions in her absence

11.
Submitted by Cllr. M. Glennon.

(b)
“That this Council take steps to allow the cars on Mill Lane to exit safely onto the Sallins Road”

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Power and seconded by Cllr. Behan

The Members considered the report by the Town Clerk.  The Members discussed the junction and agreed that there was poor visibility at the junction.  The Town Engineer confirmed that the Roads Design Office of Kildare County Council had been requested to look at the junction.

12.
Submitted by Cllr. P. McCarthy.

(b)
“That the possibility of establishing a co-operative of parties interested in the allotments scheme be investigated”.

This motion was deferred to the March monthly meeting.

14.
Submitted by Cllr. S. Moore.

(b) “That Naas Town Council now agrees to separate the level of charges for the use of Naas Town Hall into ‘Commercial’ and ‘Community/Sports/Culture’ and only charge €20 per hour for the latter.  €40 per hour is too costly for small children/senior citizens usage”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. Power.

The Members considered the report by the Town Clerk.  Cllr. Moore asked whether a subsidy could be considered for Community groups. Cllr Behan noted that it was important not to create a precedence.  Cllr. Clear noted that the price for the Town Hall was the same cost per hour as the new Nás na Riogh centre.  Cllr Callaghan noted that the Members had estimated income in the budget based on €40 per hour and Naas Town Council could not be seen to be subsidising the Town Hall.  Cllr. Callaghan suggested that the groups in question should discuss the matter with the Town Clerk.

14.
Submitted by Cllr. S. Moore.
(c)
“That Naas Town Council calls on Kildare County Council to cancel the charges at Silliot Hill for ‘Glass’ and ‘Clothes’ recycling, otherwise the recycling centers in Naas will become a) the only ‘Free’ sites in Kildare b) will require much more regular servicing c) quickly use up the NTC Budget d) destroy the ethos of recycling and e) will encourage a return to illegal dumping”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. Scully

The Members considered the report by the Town Clerk and the subsequent report by the Environment department of Kildare County Council.  Cllr. Moore considered that more use would be made of the facilities in Naas because they were free and he did not want to see Naas fall back to days where broken bottles were seen everywhere. Cllr. Scully considered that the charge was going against the ethos of recycling and considered that it would lead to more illegal dumping. The Members agreed to write to the Minister for the Environment requesting his opinion on Kildare County Council’s approach to recycling changes.  

15.
To consider Questions.

(A)
Submitted by Cllr. P. McCarthy

(i)
What is the up-to-date position regarding this Council’s plans for the development of a social and affordable housing scheme in Devoy Quarters?

(ii)
To ask for a breakdown of the total expenditure of the €6,300 allocated under the heading “Conferences A.M.A.I.” in the 2008 budget.


These questions were deferred to the March monthly meeting.

(B)
Submitted by Cllr. P. Clear

(i)
As a result of the presentations made to Naas Town Council and Kildare County Council by the Parents Association of the Convent Primary School at the January Meetings what progress has been made?

Cllr. Clear considered that her question had been answered on Tuesday 17th of February when Cllr. Glennon’s motion had been discussed. 

(C)
Submitted by Cllr. S. Moore.

(i)
When in 2009 will KCC commence the new waste water/sewerage infrastructure upgrading in the Naas-Monread/Maudlins/Johnstown/Kill area to allow commercial developments commence or has a 2009 budget expenditure been sanctioned for this need?

The Town Engineer confirmed that there was no problem with the Naas Town Council line.  The Town Clerk suggested that the Director of Water Services could be requested to attend the March monthly meeting to provide a status report on water infrastructure projects and developments.  Cllr. Moore agreed to this.

 (ii)
How many Affordable Housing Units are on the NTC ‘offer list’ for longer than two months and what level of discount is now measured on these houses over the current ‘open market’ price of the same houses?

NTC currently have five Affordable housing units available for longer than two months with the following discounts;

	Unit type
	No. of units
	Affordable price per unit
	Previous market valuation per unit
	*Current open market valuation per unit
	Current discount (incl. fees)

	2 bed terrace
	3
	€195,000 + €4,875 fees = €199,875
	€299,000
	€250,000
	€50,125

	3 bed semi
	2
	€225,000 + €5,625 = €230,625
	€380,000
	€310,000
	€79,375


(iii)
Why is Naas Town Council, a Planning Authority, not represented on the new Road Transport Committee or the new Regional Planning Committee, for the Greater Dublin Area, which is about to commence a review of the 2004 Development Plan?

The Town Clerk sought additional information from Cllr. Moore with regard to his question.  Cllr. Moore supplied a brochure on the Regional planning guidelines public consultation currently underway.

16.
To consider motions and correspondence received.

The Members marked as read the motions from Mullingar Town Council, Ballina Town Council and Kinsale Town Council.

17.
To consider any other business properly arising.
The Town Clerk advised the Members that a receipt had been received from Nás na Riogh Housing Association in respect of a portion of the grant allocation.

The Members approved a grant to the Easter Parade in the sum of €3,000.

The Mayor reminded Members of the Mayor’s Ball on the 13th of March 2009 with proceeds going to St. Vincent de Paul and Friends of Naas hospital.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

                          _____________________________
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 K. Kavanagh
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