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Minutes of the Naas Town Council Monthly Meeting held on 17th 

February 2009 in the Aras Chill Dara, Naas, Co Kildare at 7.00 pm




Attendance: 

Cllr. S. Moore, (in the Chair),




Cllr. W. Callaghan,




Cllr. P. Behan,




Cllr. P. Clear


Cllr. D. Scully,

Cllr. J. J. Power.

Cllr. P. McCarthy,






Cllr. M. Glennon.
In attendance:

Mr. E. O Sullivan, Town Manager,




Mr. K. Kavanagh, Town Clerk,




Mr. C. Flynn, Town Engineer,

Ms. M. Mc Carthy, Administrative Officer.

Apologies


Cllr. A. Creevey.
1.
To consider Manager’s Orders and Planning Applications received since last Monthly Meeting (7:00 – 7:30pm in committee).
The Members discussed a number of derelict sites in the town and the Town Clerk agreed to have an up to date report on derelict sites for the March meeting.

The Members sought a breakdown on the Roads Grants to Kildare County Council and queried what funding was available for Naas roads. 

2.
To consider minutes of

(i)
January Monthly Meeting held on 20th January 2009 (circulated).
The minutes were proposed by Cllr. Callaghan and seconded by Cllr. Behan and agreed by the meeting.  Cllr. Clear noted some typographical errors and the Town Clerk advised that these would be amended. 

Cllr. Scully requested that the minutes be updated on the Naas website. 

3.
To consider the disposal of the fee simple interest in accordance with Section 183 Notice (copy of Notice already circulated)

(a) No. 1 New Row, Naas.
The disposal was proposed by Cllr. Behan and seconded by Cllr. Power and agreed by the Meeting.

(b) No. 2 New Row, Naas.

The disposal was proposed by Cllr. Behan and seconded by Cllr. Power and agreed by the meeting.

4.
To consider the disposal of lands at Millbrook Stores, Naas, Co. Kildare in accordance with Section 183 Notice (copy of Notice circulated).

The disposal was proposed by Cllr. Callaghan and seconded by Cllr. Behan and agreed by the meeting.

The Members agreed to include an additional item to the agenda at this stage resulting from discussions under Manager’s business at item 1 on the agenda

1(b)
To approve overdraft facilities of €8m

The Town Manager advised the Members that the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government had not granted Naas Town Council sanction to borrow €8m towards the ring roads and Naas Town Council should now apply for overdraft facilities to fund the ring roads.  The Town Manager confirmed that there was adequate budget provision that would cover the cost of interest on the overdraft.

Cllr. Behan proposed and Cllr. Power seconded the proposal that Naas Town Council look for overdraft facilities of €8m in respect of finding the ring roads. The proposal was agreed by the meeting.

5.
Report on Monread District Community Centre.


The Town Clerk confirmed that the Queally group were still committed to the provision of a community centre at Monread.  The Town Clerk advised that he had visited the community centre at Brookfield and the Nás na Riogh centre to research the facilities and the usage of the centres.  Mr. Kavanagh advised that both centres had stressed the importance of identifying the end user for the centre as this would determine the facilities within the centre.  Mr. Kavanagh also confirmed that the centre to be provided would be a turn-key facility and cautioned that the running costs of the centre could be substantial. Consideration was required as to how the running costs would be funded.  


Cllr. Glennon considered that a youth café was needed and suggested that the Town Clerk should visit the Youth café at the Curragh.  .

The Town Clerk confirmed that the original site suggested beside the Queally premises was the area being considered.  Cllr. Power suggested that the Town Clerk discuss the proposed centre with Pamela Pender in the County Council.  Cllr. Moore suggested inviting submissions for groups who would require the centre.  Cllr. Behan considered that the centre was for the Town and not just a particular group.

6.
To discuss Joint Policing Committee.


The Members considered the report by the Town Clerk who also advised that it was the intention to hold the first meeting after the County Council had held their meeting.  Cllr. Mc Carthy enquired whether the Garda Liaison meetings would continue.  Cllr. Moore advised that at the previous Garda Liaison meeting the Chief Superintendent had expressed the desire to continue with the Garda Liaison Committee meetings. 

Cllr. Scully noted that it was good to have a transparent forum to discuss policing matters.  Cllr. Callaghan advised that the AMAI had been instrumental in getting the Town Councils included in the Joint Policing Committees and advised that an advertisement should be placed seeking interested parties for the community element of the committee.

 7.
To note Progress Report (circulated).


The Members noted the progress report.


The Town Engineer advised the Members that it was his intention to progress the one way system at St. Michaels Terrace by means of section 38 of the Roads Act. The Town Engineer advised that a Part 8 was not required in this instance as the cost of works were under the Part 8 threshold.  The Members requested that all residents were written to advising of the proposals.  Cllr. Mc Carthy considered that the residents of Rathasker Court and Road should also be advised.


The Members also considered the report from the Town Engineer on the Council’s 2009 Roads and Footpaths programme. 

8.
To note reports from Conferences.


The Members noted the report from Cllr. Clear on the AMAI Spring conference.

9. To note reports from Sub-Committees 



Signage

Cllr. Behan advised that work was ongoing on the Historic Town Trails project

Skateboard

Cllr. Scully noted that Naas Town Council had set aside funding for the project and sought a commitment that it was going to proceed in 2009. T he Town Manager advised that the matching funding from Kildare County Council was in question and considered that the entire Capital Programme needed to be looked at in light of the expected reductions in development contributions.

Intercultural Forum

Cllr. Moore advised the he was waiting for the Town Manager to come back to him. The Town Manager advised that he would have an update for the March meeting.

The Members agreed to take motion 10(a) and 14(a) together

10.
To consider Notice of Motion.

Submitted by Cllr. D. Scully.

(a)
“That this Council organise a permit parking system for residents of Fr. Murphys place, which would prevent non-resident cars parking in the area”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Scully and seconded by Cllr.Moore

14.
Submitted by Cllr. S. Moore.

(a)
“That Naas Town Council now agrees to use a prescribed list of nominated residents’ cars as being the only “authorized parking” in such residential areas as Fr. Murphy’s Place, St. Conleth’s Place and where NTC has put down single yellow lines”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Moore and seconded by Cllr. Scully.

The Members considered the report by the Town Clerk. Cllr. Scully and Cllr. Moore considered that the Town Council had to do something to help the residents.  Cllr. Glennon suggested looking at simple solutions to resolve the problem.  The Town Engineer agreed to assess the situation further and come back to the Members.

11.
Submitted by Cllr. M. Glennon.

(a)
“That Naas Town Council take whatever immediate steps are required to create a clearway and dedicated bus drop-off outside the Convent of Mercy Primary School on the Sallins Road from the hours of 8 am to 9.15 am”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Glennon and seconded by Cllr. Clear.

The Members considered the report by the Area Engineer.  Cllr Glennon advised that the area engineer had advised the Naas area members that a set down could be accommodated.  Cllr. Clear that a set down was needed and also expressed her disappointment with the reply.  The Town Manager advised that driver behaviour was contributing to the problem.  Cllr. Behan suggested having a trial period to see if a set down would work. 

12.
Submitted by Cllr. P. McCarthy.

(a)
“That we request Kildare County Council to install pedestrian lights on the Sallins Road in the vicinity of the entrances to Morrell Road and Oldtown Demesne”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Mc Carthy and seconded by Cllr. Behan

The Members considered the report by the Area Engineer.  Cllr. Mc Carthy considered that Kildare County Council had to have funds available.  Cllr. Behan considered that all lights needed to be looked at and noted that drivers had no respect for pedestrians. 

13.
Submitted by Cllr. P. Clear.

(a)
“That in the wake of a number of serious accidents, Naas Town Council demand that Kildare County Council take the necessary remedial action to alleviate the dangers that currently exist at the junction of The Gallops/Maudlins Avenue on the Dublin Road”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Clear and seconded by Cllr. Callaghan

The Members considered the report by the Town Engineer. 

Cllr. Clear advised the Members that there were a number of accidents at that location and that immediate action was required.  Cllr. Clear also noted that Roads grants had been announced for Kildare County Council and enquired why funds could not be allocated to this area.  Cllr. McCarthy requested a cul-de-sac sign at the junction of the The Gallops.  Cllr. Callaghan also noted that pedestrian lights had appeared on the Newbridge Road and Blessington Road without the Naas Town Council Members looking for them and noted that the previous Area Engineer had given a commitment to lights at this area. 

The Town Engineer advised that the interim proposals were with the Gardai and he would revert to the Members with an update.

10.
To consider Notice of Motion.

Submitted by Cllr. D. Scully.

(b)
“That this Council ensure all gas boilers are serviced in the Council housing stock”.

The motion was proposed by Cllr. Scully and seconded by Cllr.Behan.

The Members considered the report by the Town Clerk.  Cllr. Scully noted that in 2005 Naas Town Council confirmed that it would service the boilers of the residents in Old Persons dwellings.  The Town Engineer confirmed that there was no provision in this year’s budget for servicing boilers and that the servicing of the boilers was the responsibility of each tenant.  The Town Manager confirmed that he would revert to Cllr. Scully with a status report.
The Members agreed to adjourn the monthly meeting to 

Tuesday 24th of February 2009. 
This concluded the business of the meeting.

                          _____________________________




          Cllr. S. Moore




     
   Mayor



    _____________________________

  

       

 K. Kavanagh




            Town Clerk

                                         ____________________________

                                                Date                               
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