
Do you like the idea of legally spinning your electric meter backwards? How about keeping cheap electricity through power shortages and price hikes? 

As energy supplies grow more erratic and expensive, more people are switching to solar power, and realizing how much they could have saved by not doing so sooner. 

Unlike oil, coal or peat, solar energy is not diminished by its harvesting; the amount of energy we take today in no way diminishes how much we can take tomorrow. Every day, enough energy falls on the Earth’s surface to supply all our energy needs for four to five years. This does not even count the additional solar power we receive from wind, waves or rain into rivers, any of which can also generate electricity.  

Solar power can be used in several ways; the simplest, so-called passive solar, requires no technology at all. When you build, simply face your doors and windows south, or build a conservatory, and let the sun warm your home. Homes were often built this way in European villages, all facing the same direction, and we are now rediscovering what an effective idea it is. 

Creating hot water with the sun is almost as simple; glass or plastic boxes on your roof house darkly-coloured water pipes, and the water warms naturally. 

Finally, there is the most famous type of solar panels, photovoltaic cells that generate electricity. Unlike most sources of electricity, they use no fossil fuels and create no greenhouse gas emissions, beyond the panels’ initial manufacture, and an average home-sized solar panel will save 11 tonnes of carbon dioxide from changing the climate.  
A report last year from the German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety found that Europe could cut its greenhouse gas emissions by 70 percent if everyone switched over to solar power. They also noted that the cost of collecting solar thermal energy equivalent to one barrel of oil is less than the current price of oil, and is likely to go down further as demand increases and technology improves. 
Fossil fuels could continue to be used for farming, and would not run out anytime soon. The famines and disasters that have hit much of the Third World, and that could affect us in the future, would be diminished. 
Irish homeowners can receive grants to help them install clean energy systems on their home. For more information see Sustainable Energy Ireland’s web site, www.sei.ie. 
FADA is a local voluntary organization of people who want to prepare for peak oil and climate change by finding local solutions to global problems. For more information visit www.kildare.ie/FADA, or attend one of our twice-monthly meetings in the Parish Centre, Charlotte Street , Newbridge, at 8 pm on the second and fourth Mondays of the month. For information about the group you can also contact call Padraic Dunne at 087-741-6473 or Brian Kaller at briankaller@yahoo.com.


