For years, Eddie Hobbs has spoken to Irish audiences about property investment, personal finance and debt management. 

Recently, however, something has cast a larger shadow over those issues: peak oil, the prospect of escalating demand for oil production outpacing the dwindling supply – a situation many experts say has already begun. In the past year, Hobbs has spoken about the end of cheap oil on RTE television, to the convention of the Green Party and to an international convention of oil experts in Cork last month. 
Next month, the long-time consumer advocate will tackle the issue of peak oil at a free talk at 8 pm Nov. 14 at the Ryston Social Club in Newbridge, County Kildare. The event is sponsored by FADA, a network of volunteers in County Kildare who work to prepare their communities for energy and climate crisis, and to create local solutions to these global problems. 
Skyrocketing oil prices will make driving and flying more expensive, but will also create problems with home heating, manufacturing, and even agriculture. Most of Ireland’s food, for example, depends on fossil fuel-based fertilizer, oil-based pesticides and oil-powered tractors, and is transported hundreds of miles to the supper table. Many experts predict that the depletion of cheap oil could induce a global depression, especially as the next few decades will also see greater climate chaos. 

Such a crisis does not have to mean simply a return to hardship for the Irish, however, as long as we are prepared. Solar panels, wind turbines and other forms of clean energy can keep our lights during a fossil fuel shortage, if we invest in them now. Turning to more local food can support small farmers and village markets. Re-investing in local business keeps money circulating in our communities, rather than flowing out to international corporations. And re-establishing ties of families and neighbourhoods will offer a more fulfilling life, for ourselves and our children. 
Such a project, however, requires us to rethink many aspects of our lives: food and water, business and finance, schools and creches, medicine and elder care, commuting and travel. 
It also requires the participation of area residents; governments and businesses cannot do everything for us. To this end, FADA will host an Open Space Event the Saturday after Hobbs’ talk, Nov. 17, for residents who want to talk about these issues and work on solutions.    

FADA is a local voluntary organization of people who want to prepare for peak oil and climate change by finding local solutions to global problems. For more information visit www.kildare.ie/FADA, or attend one of our twice-monthly meetings in the Parish Centre, Charlotte Street , Newbridge, on the first and third Monday of the month. For information about the group you can also contact call Padraic Dunne at 087-741-6473 or Brian Kaller at 087-299-4552. 
