Listen to people talk about an oil crisis or climate change, and the conversation usually goes one of two ways: either new technology will let us avoid disaster and reach those science fiction dreams after all, or civilization will collapse in what James Howard Kunstler calls “The Long Emergency.” 

There is a third possibility that is rarely discussed. The future might not be more technologically utopian or more desperate. It might be more like the way things used to be. And that might not be a bad thing. 
People a few generations ago used far less energy than we do, and were not yet changing the climate the way we are today. They drove less, flew less and used less. They grew some of their food in a garden. They handed down clothes. They bartered with neighbours. 
Most of all, they were part of a community. Sociologists have found that, when we are part of a community, we live longer and are happier. We also use less, for we pass goods around, pool resources and respond to each other’s emergencies. 
All these things, sadly, have declined just when we need them most. Studies have shown how much Europeans and Americans have changed in the last several decades, since the oil boom ushered in an era of motorways and television. In most Western countries, families spend far less time together than they used to. Fewer people join social clubs, socialize with neighbours or are active in their community than was the case a few generations ago. 

Of course, many people were poor, but we can revive communities and live more simply without poverty forcing us. If we combine our newfound prosperity with the old sense of community, we can prepare for an energy crisis together – investing in solar and wind power, sharing tools, trading skills – in ways we cannot do alone. 
FADA is a group of County Kildare volunteers who want to prepare for an energy crisis by finding local solutions to global problems. For more information visit www.kildare.ie/FADA or attend one of our twice-monthly meetings. They take place in the Parish Centre, Charlotte Street, Newbridge, on the first and third Monday of the month. For information about the group you can also contact Brian Kaller at briankaller@yahoo.com. 
