Consequences

 Huge consequences are unfolding as a result of the actions of humanity.
You may have heard that 29 hectares of Brazilian rainforest are destroyed every minute by loggers and ranchers, according to a 1996 report by the World Bank. That’s 15 million hectares a year, enough to obliterate it completely in our children’s lifetime. These rainforests are the second-largest source of water vapour on the planet, after the oceans. 
 This means that they have a very strong impact on global weather patterns as well as being a huge and crucial carbon sink by holding carbon within the trees themselves. As humans continue to exterminate the ancient trees, plants and animals of these magnificent and precious rain forests leaving only dust bowls in their wake, tremendous amounts of carbon is released into the atmosphere instead of water vapour.

The consequences are catastrophic changes in global weather patterns.

 The polar caps are retreating. Back in 1999 British and American researchers observed data from the ground and from satellite photos which revealed conclusive evidence that global warming had lengthened the melting season of Antarctica by three weeks. In just four months from November 1998 to February 1999, over 170,000 hectares of the Larsen B ice shelf’s total of 687,980 Hectares caved away. 

“What does this have to do with me in Ireland, and why should I care?” 

Climate change could hit Ireland very hard, making our nation almost uninhabitable – and if we are to avoid that, we have to act now. 
  
Here’s why. More climate change will raise sea levels and disrupt ocean currents, including the Gulf Stream current that keep Ireland’s weather mild. That current, and the  prevailing south westerly winds coming from the Atlantic Ocean, means Ireland is never exposed to extremes of weather. If this is disrupted, Ireland might find itself with the climate of Labrador, where this month the temperature averages -27 degrees celsius. 

Until the dawn of humanity and the discovery of oil, temperatures in Antarctica and the rest of the planet were relatively stable since the last Ice Age. Since the middle of the last century temperatures in Antarctica have increased moving the temperatures there above the critical freezing point.
Our everyday actions have consequences, but we rarely see them. We go to work, come home, watch a bit of TV, socialise at the weekend and spend time with our families, not realizing the impact each one of us individually is having on the natural world. Perhaps the best way to change the current global situation is to change ourselves and our own circle of influence. This does not require monumental change from each individual, but every little bit counts. 

For example, what we buy affects the environment. If more people bought locally sourced produce that has minimal food miles on it, this would reduce the amount of destructive carbon released into the athmosphere thus reducing the negative impact on the environment which is the cause of global warming.  

FADA is a local group that has free information and knowledge on how to make a difference, to stop our species from going down a road that has no return for the planet. There is light at the end of the tunnel and it doesn’t have to be an on coming freight train, but the time for action is here and now. All of us, all living things are against the clock on this one.

