There has never been a better time for public discussion about climate change. In the last few years, the Alps have begun to melt, nation-sized chunks of Antarctica have broken off, hurricanes destroyed New Orleans and scientific predictions of disaster have reached a critical mass. Climate change, accepted by scientists for decades, has now become accepted in the mainstream. 

All of which makes the recent Channel 4 documentary “The Great Global Warming Swindle” more tragic. The problem with the documentary is not that it relies on scientists who disagree with the other 99 percent, but on scientists who have been proven wrong again and again. 

Just as the governments are waking up to climate change, as George Monbiot put it recently, “thousands have been misled into believing there is no problem to address.”

The film’s main contention is that the current increase in global temperatures is caused not by greenhouse gases, but by sunspots, based on a 1991 study that found agreement between temperatures on Earth and sunspot cycles. More scientists followed up on the study, however, and in 2004 found it completely wrong; sunspots have nothing to do with climate change. 
The programme also used research that the researchers themselves have disavowed. Channel 4 used as evidence the work of Dr. John Christy, who initially found that temperatures were not rising. Dr. Christy followed up his own work and discovered he was mistaken, and now believes that climate change is real – but the film keeps using his old data, against his wishes. Oceanographer Carl Wunsch, also, says he was “completely misrepresented” by the programme, and “totally misled” by the people who made it.
Finally, let’s say for the sake of argument that the programme is right, and humans are not the ones causing the climate to change. If that were the case, shouldn’t that be cause for even greater concern? Human-caused climate change can be averted or solved by human action; unknown cosmic forces destroying our planet really would be a cause for panic. 
You can make anything look true or false by cherry-picking results and using false and discredited work. But this is not just some academic subject; we are in the opening years of a crisis, and millions of lives depend on what we do next. 
FADA is a local voluntary organization of people who want to prepare for climate change by finding local solutions to global problems. For more information visit www.kildare.ie/FADA or attend one of our twice-monthly meetings. They take place in the Parish Centre, Charlotte Street, Newbridge, on the first and third Monday of the month. For information about the group you can also call Brian Kaller at 087-299-4552. 

For more solid information about climate change visit www.bbc.co.uk/climate or http://www.monbiot.com. 
