If you could name one thing that civilization depends on, it would be oil. 
Our cars, airplanes and ships run on oil. Everything plastic is made from oil, from your synthetic fleece to your computer screen to the lid of your take-away coffee. Our food is grown with oil, through fossil-fuel fertilizer and diesel-powered tractors. Industrial civilization, with its mass schooling, interest rates and
And about a decade ago, geologist Colin Campbell (now based in West Cork) made a startling prediction: at some point in the very near future, oil’s skyrocketing demand will outpace the dwindling supply. After this “peak,” many experts predict, industry will have to put more and more energy into getting less and lower-quality oil  after which petrol will become more and more expensive.  

Campbell has been joined by many other prominent industry experts. Former Bush administration advisor Matthew Simmons says we need to “radically start changing our lifestyles” to cope with the threat. 

“At the moment we can't even replace five percent of the oil we use with alternatives. The world economy has no Plan B,” Simmons said recently. He believes we should take the coming oil crunch “as seriously as we took the threat of nuclear war.” 


At the very least, an oil peak could cut the legs out from under the Lidl and Aldi economy; the transporting of cheap goods and cheap food across the world depends entirely on cheap oil, and without that we return to small farms and small towns. 

This wouldn’t be all bad – it could mean a return to family and community, keep climate change under control and cancel the negative aspects of globalization. But we don’t want civilization to collapse either – we should want to gently ease into an energy-efficient society that uses clean energy, while keeping the best parts of civilization. 

Good books to help you find out more include “The Long Emergency” by James Howard Kunstler, “The Party’s Over,” by Richard Heinberg and “The End of Cheap Oil” by Colin Campbell.

FADA is a local voluntary organization of people who want to prepare for peak oil and climate change by finding local solutions to global problems. For more information visit www.kildare.ie/FADA or attend one of our twice-monthly meetings. They take place in the Parish Centre, Charlotte Street , Newbridge, on the first and third Monday of the month. For information about the group you can also call Brian Kaller at 087-299-4552. 
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