"Naas Scoops Major Award in Pride of Place Competition"

Naas were the winners in the Best Large Town Category of the National Pride of Place Competition this year.  They beat off oppostion from towns such as Ennis, Letterkenny and Enniscorthy to win the crystal trophy and a cheque for €2,000.

The competition is a 32-county one organised by Co-Operation Ireland and the prizes were presented at a ceremony in Belfast on 26th October.  Mayor Pat McCarthy accepted the prize on behalf of the committee which included Maura McIvor and Mary McCarthy from the Town Council, Paddy Behan (HIstorical Society) and Seamie Moore (Tidy Towns).  In selecting Naas the judges said that it had a vibrant community which benefits from the guidance and leadership of the local authorities, commercial sector and others.  It lives up to  the challenge of retaining the character of its history while at the same time ensuring by careful planning, that the unprecedented growth happens sensitively and is in the best interest of the town.  Special attention is given to welcoming non-nationals to the area.  The needs of all are catered for, particularly the disabled and aged and there is impressive provision for youth including swimming pools, football, athletic facilities, drop-in centres, IT training, culture and drama.

Credit is also due to Kildare's  entrants in the other categories who made a great effort to impress the judges - Flinter's Estate/Canal Walk Athy, Rathangan and Clane.  Better luck next time!

