C O M H A I R L E  n a  n Ó g

Comhairle na nOg was set up in 2003 to provide a mechanism for the election of representatives/delegates to national events involving young people, including Dail na nÓg. Secondly, it was created to facilitate young people to have a voice in matters that affect their lives, to deliberate on these issues and to present a perspective to national and local policy makers.  

It has been very successful and the numbers are growing every year. Every year representatives from second level schools, youth groups, travellers and members of the disabled community are invited to participate in the Comhairle. The values and principles underpinning the operation of the Comhairle are those of mutual respect, participation, inclusion and creating social capital. 

Kildare Local Authority are committed to supporting and encouraging the development of Comhairle na nÓg as the county-wide mechanism to provide opportunities for the engagement of young people in local democracy and civic affairs generally. Kildare Local Authority encourages all organisations, agencies and schools to support all young people engaging with the Comhairle and their role as citizens.

Comhairle na nÓg is the principle appropriate body in county Kildare for consulting with young people of the County, in seeking  their views, and supporting  the engagement of young people in the structures of participative democracy, civic affairs and in decision-making processes generally.  Policy issues and responsibilities for youth affairs in general are designated to the Strategic Policy Committee of Local Urban and Rural Development and Housing and Social Inclusion within the Local Authority.

Kildare Local Authority tables on its agenda reports that may be submitted by

Comhairle na nÓg from time to time on issues that affect and are important to young

people. These reports are considered and responded to by Council, and are

taken into account in the decisions that the Council may make in relation to young

people, their opinions as young citizens and future community leaders, their position

in society and youth affairs in general. The reports also take into consideration in

relation to any policy considerations or representations which the Council may

chose to present to national bodies or Departments of State.  

The Corporate Policy Group attends one meeting of Comhairle na nÓg per year in order to hear, at first hand, the debate and opinions on issues which are important to young people in the County. Comhairle na nÓg are invited to send a delegation to make a presentation to Council at one of its monthly meetings each year.   The aim of this presentation is to engage young people in the democratic process, and in civic affairs generally, and to allow them to present considered and collective views on issues which are important to them as young citizens of the County.  

